Vdo wiring diagrams

Products for heavy-duty and off-highway vehicles, including heavy-duty trucks and agriculture,
construction, and mining vehicles, as well as for stationary equipment. For cars, light trucks
and custom vehicles. Functionality, durability, and high quality finish have earned our gauges a
best-in-class reputation. Every aftermarket product we provide is made to the same quality
standards as the products we supply to carmakers. A cookie is a small data file that is stored on
your terminal device. Cookies are used to analyze user interest in our websites and help make
them more user-friendly. You may in general access our websites without cookies as well. The
intended purpose of the cookies we use is shown in the list that follows. By using our websites,
you consent to the use of those cookies that your browser accepts based on your browser
settings. You may, however, set your browser to notify you before cookies are accepted, to
accept or reject only certain cookies, or to reject all cookies. You are furthermore able to delete
cookies from your storage medium at any time. Further information can be found under data
protection. These cookies are absolutely necessary for the operation of the site and enable, for
example, security-related functionalities. The following cookies are used:. To further improve
our offer and our website, we collect anonymous data for statistics and analysis. These cookies
are used to analyse user behaviour on our website using the web analysis solution Google
Analytics. All collected data is analyzed anonymously. Special OEM Solutions Products for
heavy-duty and off-highway vehicles, including heavy-duty trucks and agriculture, construction,
and mining vehicles, as well as for stationary equipment. Instruments and Accessories For cars,
light trucks and custom vehicles. Automotive Aftermarket Replacement Parts Every aftermarket
product we provide is made to the same quality standards as the products we supply to
carmakers. Aftermarket replacement parts, online application look-up more. VDO becomes
Continental Read our brand transition letter. Read More. Check out our online catalog for
Heavy-Duty and Off-Highway vehicles. Contact us Reach our sales, marketing, technical
support, customer service, or media inquiries departments. Cookie Policy. Hide details Show
details. The following cookies are used: Name. Confirm selection Confirm all. Switch 3 applies
only to the Top Eliminator. It allows you to choose either 50 or seconds of recording memory.
We recommend that you use the shortest memory practical for your application. For the
selector switch settings that apply to the model of Eliminator Tachometer you are installing,
consult either Diagram A, B, C, or D. Each tachometer is preset to eight cylinder engines and
electronic ignitions and the Top Eliminator to 50 seconds. You must change the selector
switches to match the number of cylinders and the ignition your are using, or the tachometer
will not work properly. Should you ever need to replace the Type light bulb, remove the back
cap as you would to set the Selector Switches. Parts List Item 1. Do not deviate from assembly
or wiring instructions. Always disconnect battery ground before making any electrical
connections. If in doubt, please contact your dealer or VDO Instruments at First, you must
program the tachometer to match the number of cylinders your engine has and the type of
ignition your are using. Next, you must determine where to mount the tachometer and which
optional mounting brackets, if any, you need. Finally, after mounting the tachometer, you must
wire it. Programming the Tachometer 1. Start by removing the four 4 cap nuts and washers on
the back of the tachometer. This will allow the wires to slide through the rubber grommet. Take
off the back cap. Set the selector switches to match the cylinder and ignition type you are using.
After you have correctly positioned the selector switches to exactly match your cylinder and
ignition type, reassemble the mounting cup to the rear of the tachometer with the four 4 cap
nuts. Mounting the Tachometer 1. Select a location to mount the tachometer. Eliminator
Tachometers can be mounted in four different ways, depending on your preference. A short
contoured foot is included so you can mount the tachometer this way. Mount the tachometer,
making sure it does not rest against glass, the windshield post, or the roll bar. NOTE: To ensure
proper operation, don't mount the tachometer too close to any electrical items like an ignition
system box, coils, or an electrical fuel pump. The wires from these shouldn't be routed by the
tachometer, either. Recommended installation is on the steering column using a band clamp
available at any local auto parts store. In some instances the drilling of new holes for the
repositioning of the keypad may be necessary. For mounting on the dash, use the optional long
mounting bracket Use the holes provided in the bracket to secure the tachometer. For
competition dash mounting, the rubber mounting grommet supplied can be used. Remove the
rubber grommet from the mounting ring and place the tachometer into the hole. The mounting
cup can be used for a mounting bracket. Or, use a modified in-dash bracket The keypad can be
remote mounted using the optional 6' remote cable Remove the keypad from the mounting ring,
then remove the mounting cup. Unplug the cable from the back of the tach housing. Insert the
male end of the extension cable into the back of the tach. Then insert the male end of the
control pad cable into the female end of the extension cable. Reattach the mounting cup, then
mount the keypad in the location of your choice. Wiring the Tachometer 1. Remove the key from

the ignition and disconnect the negative terminal from the battery post. Wire the tachometer to
the vehicle as shown in Diagram H on Page 4. Please understand that proper wiring must be
maintained throughout your vehicle. Connect the tach using the 10' shielded cable included
with the tachometer. Peel approximately 3 to 4 inches of the outside covering and aluminum
shielding from the gray cable. This will reveal four individual wires. Three will be insulated and
one will be uninsulated. Route the shielded cable through the car as desired. Make sure no
wires can be pinched by pedals, levers, etc. Then cut the cable to length, leaving a little extra for
error. Combine the black and uninsulated wires, which will be used for the ground, into a 5 16 "
ring terminal. Cut the uninsulated wire down to the base of the shielding. Strip the same amount
of insulation from the tachometer wires. Install them now. Refer to Diagram E. Finally, connect
the red wire from the tachometer to the red wire in the shielded cable. This orange pointer, in
the center of the tachometer, can be used as a shift point indicator, a reminder not to exceed a
certain RPM, or as a stall point indicator. Ground the shielded wire at the coil. Leave the shield
unconnected at the tachometer. Under normal circumstances, this connection should work
properly. However, the power may need to be run through a separate shielded cable directly
from the battery, in order to escape as much noise as possible. If this is the case, a 3-Amp,
in-line fuse and separate power switch should be used. Again, refer to Diagram J, above. Each
is designed to give the ultimate flexibility in operation and function. Operation of these
state-of-the-art tachometers is profiled in this section. To operate, move the shift pointer by
simply turning the easy-to-hold knob in the center of the tachometer face to the RPM you wish
to highlight. Comp Eliminator Operation This tachometer features the same manual shift pointer
as the Street Eliminator, as well as a super bright red LED shift light. The Comp Eliminator shift
pointer works the same way as the Street Eliminator shift pointer. See the above section for
details. To set the LED shift light: 1. Press the RPM set button on the key pad. Press the up
arrow until the red pointer indicates the RPM at which you would like the shift light to illuminate.
To lower the RPM, press the down arrow. The microprossor Page 6 will now store the RPM you
have selected, and return the tachometer to the functional mode. Set your shift point as follows:
1. This will lift the pointer from the LED display window. This shows the RPM shift point e. The
display will also indicate when you are recording and will show actual elapsed time in the
playback mode. This will turn on and stay on as long as your engine exceeds the pre-set RPM
shift point. A keypad mounted on the right side of the tach. This keypad is used to shuttle the
tachometer between its four modes, to set the RPM value of the shift light, to record tachometer
activity, and to activate the playback. The microprocessor will store the shift point you set. This
display will last two seconds. You can tell when tach is in this mode by looking at the digital
display. In addition to all of the previously mentioned benefits in our other Eliminator
tachometers, the Top Eliminator enables you to record and play back the tachometer readings
for an entire second or second time period. The tachometer has four modes of operation: 1. If
you go too far, push the down arrow t until you get the shift point exactly where you want it in
exact increments or decrements of 10 RPM. Changing the shift point from 6. The shift light will
come on at exactly RPM. The tachometer shuttles back to the TACH operating mode, and the
digital display now indicates the new shift point. The dot in the upper right corner of the display
will disappear, and the pointer will return to the actual engine RPMs. Page 7 4. The tachometer
will return to the normal TACH operating mode. The functions designated on the top half of
each keypad button will now be active. When the memory is erased the display will display three
dots. During this cycle, the tach will record for either 50 or seconds, whichever length you
selected when you programmed the tachometer. When the tach has finished recording, the
display will again display the RPM value you set as your shift point. You can turn off your
engine before recording has been completed without losing any information. The tachometer
also will remember your latest recording even if you remove the power or battery leads. The
LED display will show elapsed time while the pointer is showing the RPM cycle captured during
the recording period. As an example, a ten-second run requires thirty seconds to view; but the
digital display will show ten seconds as it links the real time of the run to the recording. Just
turn on power to the tach and the pointer will reset. The operating voltage for the Eliminator
Tachometer is All wiring should be kept as direct as possible without having excess wires
coiled behind the dash. Avoid bundling power wires with signal wires and having loose-ended
power wires. These will act as transmitting antennas for noise generated by the ignition system,
fuel pump, etc. The MSD crank trigger or mag pickup ignition trigger should not be routed near
spark plug wires or high current wires. Solid core metallic wires, old wires with cracked
insulation, or wires with improperly crimped ends or breaks in the conductors emit large
amounts of electromagnetic interference EMI. Ignition wires can be checked for defects with a
standard ohmmeter. Heli-core wires MSD will read ohms per foot. Correct these problems first.
Connect the power wire to the ignition terminal on the MSD box, and the signal wire to the tach

output terminal on the MSD box. At the tach end, connect the red wire to power, the green wire
to signal, and the black wire to ground see Diagram I on Page 5. DO NOT connect the shield to
the tach under any circumstances. The shielded wire from the coil should be grounded at the
coil and the shielding left unconnected at the tach end. The power may need to be run through a
shielded wire directly from the battery to escape as much noise as possible. If you wire in this
way, insert a 3-Amp in-line fuse and a separate power switch See Diagram J on Page 6. See
Diagram G on Page 4. These solutions should solve any problem you encounter. But if you still
need assistance, call our Technical Service Coordinator at This warranty applies to the first
retail purchaser and covers only those products exposed to normal use or service. Provisions
of this warranty shall not apply to a VDO product used for a purpose for which it is not
designed, or which has been altered in any way that would be detrimental to the performance or
life of the product, or misapplication, misuse, negligence or accident. On any part or product
found to be defective after examination by Siemens VDO Automotive, Siemens VDO Automotive
will only repair or replacethe merchandise through the oringinal dealer or on direct basis. The
warranties herin are in lieu of any other expressed or implied warranties, including any implied
warranty of merchantabilty or fitness, and any other obligation on the part of Siemens VDO
Automotive, or selling dealer. Siemens VDO Instruments. The filter included with your
Eliminator Tachometer must be used in order for the instrument to function properly. The best
place to mount the filter is on the back of the tachometer itself, using the nuts that secure the
back cover [the metal cup that goes over the DIP switches and light socket]. The best time to
mount the filter is when you replace the back cover after initially setting the dip switches. Wiring
the Filter to the Tachometer 1. It is best to use insulated butt connectors to splice together the
wires from the filter and the tachometer. Use pliers or other crimping tool to crimp the wires in
the butt connector. Gently tug the wires after you have crimped them to make sure they are
secure. Place the RED wire from either side of the filter into the other side of this butt
connector, and crimp it into place. Again, check it to make sure it is secure. Refer to Diagram A
to see a properly crimped butt splice. See Diagram B for color codes and general tachometer
wiring descriptions. Make sure all of the filter wires you connect to the tachometer are from the
same side of the filter. When you are finished, the connections should resemble those in
Diagram A, below. Refer the the main installation manual for instructions on how to wire your
Eliminator Tachometer Filter to the engine of your vehicle. The second set of wires from the
filter are to be attached to the battery, ground and ignition using the shielded cable which also
came with the tachometer. Mounting the Filter on the Tachometer 1. Choose any two nuts that
are diagonally across from each other on back of the tachometer for mounting the filter. See
Diagram C, below. Remove these nuts and the accompanying lock washers and set them aside.
Slip the mounting holes in the filter over the studs from which the nuts were removed. The filter
will fit securely over these studs. Push the filter down until it is flush with the surfaces of the
tachometer and the grommet that surrounds the wires coming from the tachometer. Replace the
lock washers and nuts, and tighten the nuts securely. Mounting of the filter is now complete.
There are minor difference
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s, however, which are described here. Please read and understand them before proceeding.
Please refer to the proper sections of the main Eliminator Tachometer Installation and Operation
Instructions to determine the proper switch settings and wiring for the vehicle and tachometer
you are using. Also, refer to the diagrams contained in this addendum and note the subtle
changes between the Comp Eliminator II and the other Eliminator Tachometers. NOTE: This is
criti- cal! This is indicated by a one-second blink of the shift light LED, followed by a flicker
every second to show that the tach is still searching for high and low levels. STOP: 2. The
tachometer is programmed to search for high and low RPM levels. To stop this function at any
time simply press ANY button on the keypad. Function stop is indicated by two blinks of the
shift light LED. The tach pointer will move to the high RPM reading. Your shift point is stored in
memory and the tach returns to the tach mode. Related documents.

