Mazda 6

The Mazda 6 isn't just the prettiest family sedan, it's also more enjoyable to drive and ride in
than most of its peers. While the Mazda isn't as flawless as the Honda Accord or as fresh as the
Hyundai Sonata , it definitely delivers a more expensive-feeling experience than either of those
top-flight alternatives. Neither its 2. We wish Mazda would make the car's fanciest features
available across the board, but even the lower end of the lineup has a host of standard driver
assists and popular technology. Although the Mazda 6 isn't perfect, it's one of the classiest
entries in this class of family-oriented four-doors and an Editors' Choice winner. The Mazda 6
benefits from the addition of a few new features and an appearance package called the Carbon
Edition. The latter inherits all the equipment of the Grand Touring Reserve trim and wears a
Polymetal Gray paint color, black exterior accents, and a set of dark inch wheels. The theme
continues inside with black trim pieces and red leather upholstery with gray stitching. Mazda
also retuned the 6's turbocharged engine to make an extra 10 pound-feet of torque for total , but
you'll need to run octane fuel to achieve that. Lastly, the Signature model adds rear automated
emergency braking and a driver-attention monitor. The Grand Touring is the least expensive
way to get the hp turbocharged engine, which helps the 6 feel more like a proper sports sedan
than the base four-cylinder ever could. It also comes with several upgrades over the less-grand
Touring model, such as a leather-wrapped steering wheel with shift paddles, a Bose audio
system, an auto-dimming rearview mirror, wireless Apple CarPlay capability, and more. The trim
level's lack of options makes the build process easy. The only other thing you'll need to select
is the paint color. And may we say that the 6 looks especially attractive wearing Mazda's
signature Soul Red Crystal metallic? Unlike most mid-size alternatives, the Mazda 6 does not
offer a hybrid option. Mazda does provide a choice of two responsive 2. The standard engine
makes horsepower, while the available turbocharged engine generates up to horsepower. The
turbo 2. Every engine pairs with an excellent six-speed automatic transmission that's proficient
at finding the right gear, whether downshifting for extra oomph or upshifting for steady
cruising. The Mazda 6 offers above-average driving satisfaction for a family sedan, with a
fluidity to its controls and handling that is uncommon at any price. And Mazda manages to
provide the thrills without sacrificing refinement or ride quality. In our testing, the top-of-the-line
Signature model had less absolute grip and longer braking distances than the model. Chalk this
up, at least in part, to the new tires it wore, which the company fitted to help reduce tire noise.
None of this can diminish how well the Mazda 6 drives and rides, especially considering how
quiet the cabin is. Make no mistake, it's still the most fun-to-drive sedan in this segment. This
sedan should earn 26 mpg in the city and 35 mpg on the highway when equipped with the base
four-cylinder, according to the EPA. We don't know yet if the turbocharged version's increased
torque rating will affect its fuel economy, but the model had estimates of 23 mpg city and 31
mpg highway. The model with base engine that we previously tested delivered 37 mpg on that
route, a 2-mpg advantage versus its EPA highway rating. Inside, the 6 looks like a much pricier
car than it is. The quality of the materials impresses, as does the upscale, mature design and
restrained detailing. Aside from a few minor annoyances with the way some of the controls
work, the cabin is first rate and best in class. Surprisingly for a sedan with so sexy a shape, the
Mazda 6 is no less practical than other mid-size offerings. In terms of the car's cargo capacity,
the six carry-on bags we fit in the trunk and the 17 we fit with the rear seats folded put the
Mazda at the head of the segment. Our only complaint? The rear seats can't be folded from
inside the car. You have to pull the seat-release handles in the trunk to accomplish this.
Operated primarily by an upscale-feeling control knob on the center console similar to those
used by BMW and Audi , Mazda's infotainment system has the tactility and visual punch to
impress. The dashtop display doubles as a touchscreen, albeit one that works only when the
car is stationary. As satisfying and easy as that knob is to use, the menus it commands aren't
as intuitive as they could be. Every model includes popular connectivity features such as Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto compatibility. Wireless CarPlay software comes standard starting on
the Grand Touring model. The sophisticated sedan also has some standard driver-assistance
technology and can be equipped with i-Activsense, Mazda's suite of active safety stuff. Key
safety features include:. Mazda's industry-standard powertrain warranty is class competitive but
nothing special. No complimentary scheduled maintenance is offered, which puts the 6 at a
disadvantage compared with the Toyota Camry , which provides two years of coverage, and the
Chevrolet Malibu , which covers the first visit. More Features and Specs. New Cars. Buyer's
Guide. Type keyword s to search. View Photos. Eric Stafford. Michael Simari Car and Driver.
More on the Mazda 6 Sedan. The Car and Driver Difference. Expand Collapse. Advertisement Continue Reading Below. More From Mazda. The car was popular among consumers, selling
faster than all previous Mazda models. The model lineup consisted of a four-door sedan , a
four-door hatchback and a five-door wagon , marketed in North America as the "Sport Sedan",
"5-Door" and "Sport Wagon", respectively. In New Zealand, the lineup consisted of 2. The first

generation was marketed as a model in the United States and as a model in Canada. Drivetrain
combinations included the Mazda MZR engine in configurations of 1. In the US domestic market
a 3. In North America, the 5-speed automatic optional on the V6 models were replaced by an
Aisin 6-speed automatic for the model year. The four-cylinder model received a Jatco five-speed
automatic in the following year. Power was directed to the front wheels in most markets,
although full-time all-wheel-drive models were available in Japan, Europe, and Australia. Not all
configurations were available in all areas â€” for example, the Mazda 6 as released in Australia
was available in 2. The first Mazda 6 rolled off the AAI assembly line on October 1, , one month
after production ended. There are also satellite plants building Mazda 6 models in China and
Thailand for local markets. In September , the Mazda 6 received a facelift which introduced
5-speed auto and 6-speed manual transmissions, standard or inch alloy wheels, and minor
bodywork upgrades. Its mission statement was written with the help of Peter Birtwhistle, chief
of Mazda's advanced design studio in Germany at the time. It was initially unveiled as a concept
at the Paris Motor Show. It features a turbocharged version of the 2. The 2. All markets received
a revised front fascia with a raised hood, a 6-speed manual transmission, and all-wheel drive.
Power is sent to the rear wheels through a limited-slip differential. Originally scheduled to be
launched in June , the Mazdaspeed Atenza was delayed until November. A sunroof with
moonroof feature is optional on the Grand Touring trim. The Mazdaspeed Atenza was released
to generally positive reviews, and was noted for impressive power and handling. Mazda
continues to provide three body styles, including 4-door saloon sedan , 5-door hatchback and
wagon. A number of journalists have already praised its electrically assisted steering for being
considerably improved compared to the previous generation, providing more feedback to the
driver. In China, over , Mazdas, including Mazda6 made between September and January , were
recalled due to faulty air bags. An earlier recall involved , Mazda6 models made between and for
a similar issue. Facelift : interior. The North American version was redesigned for the model
year, with the wagon version being dropped there. It is a widened and lengthened version of the
model sold elsewhere, with larger engines. Reviewers have noted its coupe-like roofline and
sportier style. A Mazdaspeed 6 variant was not offered. Despite the North American version's
increase in dimensions, Mazda maintains that the 6 retains the overall driving experience is still
sportier than rivaling Honda Accords, Toyota Camrys, or Chevrolet Malibus. Early reviews have
been favorable. On March 3, , around 50, Mazda6 vehicles from the â€”10 model years were
recalled in the United States, with another 15, in Canada, Mexico and Puerto Rico after it was
found that Yellow Sac Spiders were building nests in the fuel line of the vehicles. The amount of
gasoline vapor in the fuel line is just strong enough to draw the spider in but not strong enough
to kill it. On April 5, , Mazda reissued the same recall for spiders against all â€” Mazda6 vehicles
with 2. The last Mazda 6 rolled off the line at Mazda's Flat Rock Assembly Plant on Friday,
August 24, , with Mazda discontinuing production on American soil, effectively ending the 20
year joint-venture between Mazda and Ford. In , Mazda won its first manufacturers
championship in the Touring Car class. The third generation Mazda6 sedan was unveiled during
Moscow International Automobile Salon on 29 August , and the station wagon version followed
during the Paris Motor Show in the following month. In this generation, there are only 4-door
sedan and 5-door station wagon versions available. The wagon is no longer offered in the North
American market due to low demand for wagon models. Mazda is not alone in pulling their
wagon variants from the North American market, as Volkswagen , BMW , Audi , and
Mercedes-Benz have removed at least some or all of their wagon models from their North
American lineup â€” the currently-sold VW Golf Sportwagen is an exception to the drought of
import station wagon availability in North America. Its design has been extremely well-received,
and was a finalist in the " World Design of the Year". In July , the "Atenza" nameplate was
dropped in the Japanese market as part of Mazda's new global naming structure. The
Japanese-market Mazda Atenza went on sale from 1 November In China, the third generation is
sold under the Atenza nameplate, to differentiate it from the first generation Mazda6, which is
still being produced in China. In the Philippines as Mazda's local distributor, Berjaya Auto
Philippines has unveiled the all-new, third generation Mazda6 sedan are went on-sale by the end
of as a model year, and followed by a 5-door station wagon variant, the Mazda6 Sports Wagon in
late for model year for gasoline engines in and a diesel engine for to In October , Mazda
Philippines has revealed the newly refreshed Mazda6 sedan and wagon for diesel and gasoline
variants during the 7th Philippine International Motor Show on October 24 to The vehicles were
unveiled in the Tokyo Auto Salon. In Australia [42] and New Zealand, [43] the Mazda6 is sold
with a 2. The 5-door hatchback version of the first and second generation models is no longer
available, in favour of sedan in Sport, Touring, GT and Atenza trim and wagon Sport, Touring,
GT and Atenza trim [44]. The only available transmission is Mazda's 6-speed SkyActiv
automatic. Notably, Mazda's SkyActiv technologies have reduced the petrol model's fuel

consumption from an official figure of 8. The diesel's fuel economy gain was less marked, from
5. North American models with the SkyActiv-G 2. Models with the SkyActiv-D diesel engine were
originally planned for the second half of , but the introduction of the diesel variant of Mazda6 to
the U. The North American models are no longer offered with a V6 engine. In the United States,
the Mazda6 is available in three models: Sport, Touring, and Grand Touring, and is offered only
as a four-door sedan. While all three models offer their own distinct features, all of the models
offer these features as standard equipment:. The Sport and Touring models are offered with the
choice of either a 6-speed manual or 6-speed automatic transmission, while the top-of-the-line
Grand Touring is only offered with a 6-speed automatic. The Grand Touring model with
Technology Package and Advanced Package added features such as radar cruise control,
forward obstruction warning, lane departure warning, and automatic high beam control.
Although the two systems are similarly named, they perform different functions at different
speed ranges. It was also named as a Car and Driver 10 Best pick, [51] a "rare car that looks like
it drives and drives like it looks. The captured energy is stored in a capacitor, and that stored
energy is then used to power the car's electrical componentsâ€”from the AC to the power
steeringâ€”and in turn, improves realâ€”world fuel efficiency by as much as 5 percent. The
significance of the capacitor system is that the capacitor can store in seconds enough energy
to run the car electronics for several minutes. The capacitor system offers large weight and
space savings over batteries. While not the case now, it is possible that this type capacitor
technology could become part of a suite of energy saving tools used in any type of car, electric,
hybrid, etc. Changes to the Mazda6 include new front and rear fascias, new aluminum-alloy
wheel designs, standard i-Activsense driver assistance technologies on all Mazda6 trim levels,
new interior fabrics and upholsteries, and two new trim levels, Grand Touring Reserve and
Signature. While the base Sport and Touring trims receive the previously-available horsepower,
2. A six-speed automatic transmission is standard on all trim levels except the base Sport trim,
while a six-speed manual transmission remains available only on the base Sport trim level. As
before, the facelifted Mazda6 continues to be produced at Mazda 's assembly plant in Hiroshima
, Japan. The manual transmission was discontinued for the model year, though Mazda hinted
that it might be available as a special-order option in the future. Mazda finished first in the
manufacturer's championship standings. The Atenza Wagon also won What Car? The Mazda 6
was praised for its edgy handsome design, communicative steering, and tight suspension.
However, as it was designed as a world car in order to fit the needs of Europe and Japan, it was
smaller than its North American contemporaries in the midsize segment, being criticized for its
reduced passenger space. Its acceleration, particularly the V6 engine models, lagged behind
that of its rivals as well. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor vehicle. Front-engine,
front-wheel-drive Front-engine, all-wheel-drive. February â€” June 23, â€” China [4]. Retrieved
Mazda Newsroom. Retrieved 22 February Archived from the original on Retrieved 20 October
Retrieved 21 October Car and Driver. Hearst Autos, Inc. Retrieved 8 July BBC News. Last
accessed 05 April Last accessed 16 May Retrieved 12 July Archived from the original on May 18,
Archived from the original on December 20, Portal Automotriz. April 9, Archived from the
original on 20 April Retrieved 18 April Motor Trend. The Truth About Cars. World Car Awards.
Retrieved 29 March Mazda News. Mazda2 Mazda3 Mazda6. Bongo Truck BT V-twin engine Diesel
engine Wankel family. Cars Category. Mazda automobile timeline, North American market,
sâ€”present. Categories : Mazda vehicles All-wheel-drive vehicles Ford CD3 platform Mazda
racing cars Front-wheel-drive vehicles Mid-size cars Sedans Motor vehicles manufactured in the
United States Partial zero-emissions vehicles Cars introduced in s cars s cars. Hidden
categories: CS1 errors: archive-url Webarchive template wayback links All articles with dead
external links Articles with dead external links from November Articles with permanently dead
external links Articles with short description Short description is different from Wikidata All
articles with unsourced statements Articles with unsourced statements from February Official
website not in Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to
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Wikimedia Commons. Mazda Atenza Japan and China; â€” [1]. Mid-size car D. Kaname Sawai,
Koizumi Iwao [5]. Hofu, Yamaguchi , Japan Hofu Plant [9]. Mazda6 Sedan Europe. August â€”
August â€” China. Akira Tamatani [34] [35]. Wikimedia Commons has media related to Mazda6
and Mazda Atenza. Cars Mazda2 Mazda3 Mazda6. Autozam Carol. Flair Wagon. Flair Crossover.
Autozam Scrum. Familia Van. Sports car. Autozam AZ Eunos Cosmo. Bongo Friendee.
Crossover SUV. Proceed Levante. Proceed Marvie. Bongo Brawny. Sport compact. MX-5 Miata.
Subcompact crossover. Mid-size crossover. There's a saying that goes: "If you love your work,
you'll never work a day in your life. The 6 shows off some passion and attention to detail that
isn't commonly found in a midsize sedan. The Mazda 6 looks great, has a high-quality interior
and is simply a joy to drive. There's also a strong value proposition. For a modest price, the 6

comes standard with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto compatibility, plus dynamic steering
control that helps its handling shine. Most trim levels come equipped with many advanced
safety driver aids as well. But there is one thing that isn't a strong point for the 6: ride quality.
Mazda designed the suspension for athleticism, not gentle cruising. As such, it has a slightly
harsh ride compared to some other sedans. Still, it's our only on-road gripe. It's a testament to
Mazda's passion that 6 is still among our top-rated midsize sedans, even as other automakers
have launched newer models since the 6 debuted way back in It has since received only
incremental changes. Of course, it might be worth your time to check out some other top
sedans such as the well-rounded Honda Accord and sleekly styled Sonata. Even so, the Mazda
6 remains a compelling pick. The Mazda 6 comes in five trim levels. The base model Sport and
the Touring each use a 2. Going for the Grand Touring gets you a turbocharged 2. All come with
a six-speed automatic transmission. While the Sport may be entry-level, it is by no means
cut-rate. This version of the 6 comes with features such as LED headlights and an 8-inch
touchscreen. Safety features include forward collision warning with automatic emergency
braking, adaptive cruise control, blind-spot monitoring and lane keeping assist. It's worthwhile
to step up to the Touring trim, which adds features throughout the vehicle. Highlights include a
sunroof, proximity keyless entry, simulated leather upholstery, heated front seats, a
power-adjustable driver's seat, and Android Auto and Apple CarPlay smartphone integration.
With the Grand Touring comes the larger engine, plus paddle shifters, heated side mirrors and
an speaker Bose sound system. Meanwhile, the Grand Touring Reserve adds panache to the
equation with adaptive headlights, ventilated front seats, leather upholstery and heated rear
seats. At the top of the hill is the Signature model, a fully loaded option that adds integrated
navigation, a bigger driver information display, and upgraded leather upholstery and interior
trim. Mazda also upgrades the safety aids to include a surround-view camera system and front
and rear parking sensors. I previously owned a white Mazda 6 Touring. Due to an driver's fail to
yield, my car was totalled back in late November. I checked out a blue Mazda 6. Everything I
liked about the was there, with more, including improvements. I bought the Grand Touring
model. The turbo is a great improvement over the base engine. It's not a rocket by any means,
but still lots of low end torque to get you moving. Under normal driving, the turbo engine seems
a bit smoother and more quiet than the base engine too. In fact, going from the to the , the
whole ride seems more compliant and quieter. I don't notice road imperfections near as much
as in my ' The steering is a bit easier while still communicating the feel of the tires against the
pavement. There also seems to be improvement in the seats. A bit more padding and thigh
support. Great for long trips. The interior itself has been greatly improved in those 4 years. Very
sharp looking. I won't go into detail about all the safety features since they are covered in
multiple reviews. Suffice to say it was a good move for Mazda to make their whole safety suite
standard across all trims. That wasn't the case in One piece of advice. The only difference
between the and model years is a new keyfob design and some badging on the Signature trim.
That's it. If you can find the color and trim you like in a model, then go for it. It has a higher
rebate available plus you're more likely to get a better deal since all their models have been
coming in. Hence, I ended up with a Also, I personally would start with the Grand Touring and
go up from there. The Grand Touring is the lowest priced trim that has the turbo engine. To
wrap this up, I'm very happy with my choice. If you're up in the air about which mid sized sedan
to pick, at least have the Mazda 6 on your list of cars to pick from. It may not have the sales
numbers that the Camry or Accord have, but it's a very capable and competitive sedan. If you
want a great looking and great handling mid sized vehicle, this might be the one. I got the Mazda
6 sport and I couldn't be happier. It combines comfort, fun and luxury in an unprecedented way.
I'm also happy to see the leaps Mazda made in terms of reliability. I'm actually glad they're using
a traditional 6 speed transmission. It means fewer bugs and a better projected reliability. It's
known and been around for a while - why mess with it? Love this car. Very simply, if my Mazda
6 Reserve went away I'd buy another in an instant without shopping any other car. Traded in a
Mazda 6 for the newer 6 because I wanted the turbo, and paid extra for the stunning Soul Red
paint. My 3rd Mazda is a testament to Mazda's superb engineering and design. It's beautiful but
that does not matter unless the car has 5 star crash rating and is a kick to drive. Also, the seats
are very comfortable and vented. The 6 feels very solid to drive as steering and suspension
provide a sense of total control. OK, rear seat leg room is poor, but as the driver Mazda's "zoom
zoom" advertisement claim is not baloney An excellent car that feels far more expensive than it
is. My car is a signature model which has every safety and convenience item you could think of.
It has good accelleration, and can hold a 6 foot two person in the front seat while having an
adult in the back. It also has 15 cubic feet of storage space which means it can hold two 26 inch
suitcases. The radio has no buttons either on or off the dashboaord. You first have to set the
station into memory and then you can push a place on the steering wheel to increase on

decrease the frequency. This is almost unfathnable to my wife. The radio also has no volume
control, instead it is on the steering wheel or stuck between the seats. Then there is the control
for the side windows. It is on the side of the car and you turn it. It also controls which window
you want to adjust. The other bad thing is the navigation system. It is very slow and confusing.
Rarely have I ever been able to give it an address verbally. Usually if we don't know where we
are going we just take my BMW where the navigation system works. I would not buy this car
again if I had a choice. Write a review. See all 19 reviews. NOTE: This video is about the Mazda
6, but since the Mazda 6 is part of the same generation, our earlier analysis still applies. Join
him as he samples how it drives on the road and track, and keep watching to find out what
makes this new Mazda 6 different from its competitors in the midsize sedan segment. But some
car makers aren't taking that lying down. Now its exterior styling is a little more subtle, but we
feel the interior, by far its stand out feature, punches far above its weight. How does it compare
against industry standards like the Camry and the Accord? Lets go and find out. At the front of
the 6, Mazda both made the front end more aggressive and subtle at the same time. Let me
explain. They've calmed down the signature wing, which is the trim piece that connects the two
headlights together, and they moved the fog light into the headlight, cleaning up the whole front
end. But they've kept the angular design that the Mazda 6 was known for. The new 19 inch
wheels look bigger than they really are, because they've been designed so that the spokes go
all the way up to the tire and are available on the top three trims. Bottom two trims get the more
traditional 17 inch wheel. The back end of the car receives the same styling cues as the front, a
flatter signature wing that connects the two taillights and larger exhaust tips to make the car
look more sportier. But more importantly, let's take a look at the inside of the car where the big
changes are. So here on the inside is where you are going to see the most differentiation. The
previous Mazda 6 had a much more monolithic and vertical center console, whereas this
generation is wide and expansive. There's not a lot of buttons in the middle like the old car.
Instead, all you have is HVAC controls. And then down here, you have the controller for the
infotainment system. Clearly, they're drawing design cues from other luxury car makers, and
the material choices reflect that as well. On the signature trim, you have suede on the dash. You
have leather seats and wood trim pieces all around. Unlike other car makers, they want you to
really use the control knob for all the functions. Well there is a touch screen, it only works when
the car is stopped. And also, to improve connectivity with the car, there's a big seven inch
display right on the dash. And in fact, if we turn on the car, you can't really see the borders of it.
It kind of blends in with the rest of the dash, and it displays things like your trip settings, your
economy. Driver assisted navigation functions as well Another cool feature of the digital dash
display is the ability to cycle through different modes. Now that's not particularly unique to the
6. But what is unique to the 6 is that you can turn it all off and have a very simplified view of
your dash. Previous Mazda owners will also notice that there is no more flip up glass for the
head up display. Instead, it's all integrated and projects directly on the windshield. When you
add all these pieces up, you get a much more mature interior versus the old car. It's one that we
really appreciate, and it's a design direction that we feel is going the right way. While the interior
is all new, the chassis is still based off the old 6, which brings us to one issue that some may
have a problem with, and that's the back seat. Definitely Camry and Accord have a larger
backseat than this car. Now it's usable for most adults, but you're going to be missing a few
inches of knee room that the other competitors have. And now for my favorite part, let's see
how it drives. Another way Mazda engineers tried to increase the level of luxury in the car is by
reducing ambient noise, road noise, and wind noise. And in fact, they did a lot of changes to the
body to do that. Now on a twisty road like this, you won't really notice it too much, just because
you're having a lot of fun driving, right? But on the highway, that translates into a lot more
calmer ride. Now it's not noiseless, especially on these 19 inch low profile tires, but the noises
that do come in the car are much more subdued, and lower in frequency, which doesn't really
grate on your ears as much. Another unique attribute about the new six are these seats. Now
they've been recontoured, and the feature new material so that little bit denser, and more
comfortable. But the profiling of material has been changed so that your pelvis fits into the little
nook back here, reducing the need for bolstering. Now on the signature trim car, you still have
adjustable lumbar support, and two position driver memory. So you and a co-owner, or a friend,
or your partner can share driving duties without messing too much with any of the adjustments.
But one thing that will take your mind off of the interior is the drive dynamics. Now the 6 has
always been a fairly good handling car, and this new one is no different. In fact, Mazda went
through great lengths with the suspension to give it a little more comfort on choppy roads like
this, without losing any of its pitch or roll stability. What that means is when you fling it through
corners, the car stays flatter, and doesn't rock your head front, back, and side to side. In fact,
amongst the midsize sedan segment, Mazda 6 is probably one of the better handling cars out

there. But what good is all this suspension if you don't have the power to match with it, right?
Well, with this 2. On this twisty road, it doesn't take much to get the car pulled into the corner, in
fact. In fact, you have to be careful not to give it too much throttle, and get some torque steer
through the wheel. Now torque steer is where one wheel has a little bit more grip than the other,
and it will send a little bit of feedback through the wheel to let you know, hey, maybe you need
to back off a little bit. Sending the power to the front wheels is this six speed transmission. Now
there's paddle shifters so you can shift manually if you'd like, but frankly, it's just fine in
automatic. In fact, there's a sport mode, which only works through the transmission, that holds
gears longer, and makes down shifts more aggressive. But frankly, even in regular automatic
mode, the computer has enough flexibility to make the shifts more aggressive on his own where
you might not even use sport mode. Now some of the Mazda 6's competitors have gone to eight
and nine speed transmissions, so the Mazda 6 may seem archaic with six speed. But with such
broad torque coming from the engine, and good gearing from this gearbox, Mazda didn't feel
like they needed to invest in a transmission with even more gears. Now what's the result of
that? Well, the car stays in gear longer, so it's not shifting as much. So you get a more
consistent pull as you're accelerating down the road. On top of that, when you downshift, it's
not downshifting three or four gears. It's usually just one, and it puts it right in the sweet spot
for you to have a very strong acceleration coming out of a corner. Frankly, we haven't noticed
any issues with it and we think it's a great idea. Not bad. While at the track, the Mazda didn't
generate the numbers we felt like it could achieve when we were driving down the road. It
accelerated from 0 to 60 MPH in 6. While not absolutely praiseworthy, it's certainly satisfactory
as both 0 to 60 and quarter mile times put it right between the base engine and option engine
equipped versions of the Camry and Accord. There are steering changes as well. The steering
rack is mounted directly to the subframe. No bushings. What that means is you can feel the
grain of the road. And we're going over these little ribbons in the road, and I can feel them
through the steering wheel. On top of that, the steering rack has been calibrated to give it very
good weight and heft. Some people might find it a bit too heavy, but anyone who's driven a
sports car will be right at home. How do all these changes translate? Well frankly, wonderfully.
The car is uniform through the corners. You can pitch it in hard and the car stays very
composed. It doesn't matter if it's small little bumps like what we're feeling now, or larger
bumps like that. The car never gets upset. You can drive this car far faster than the speed limit
would suggest you can, and have no problems doing it. Now obviously, we suggest you keep
with the law, but it's nice to know you can if you needed to. Surprisingly, turning isn't as
aggressive as I thought it would be, but that's not such a bad thing. It follows through really
well, meaning once I do get the right amount of turn inset, the car doesn't really deviate from
that. And I can control it with the throttle and the steering wheel so that I can kind of manage my
understeer very well. With the changes to the suspension, the steering rack, the Mazda 6 has
nothing to worry about maintaining its position as the sportiest mid-size sedan on the market.
Sure, its heavy steering and suspension may draw away some potential buyers. But it's torquey
engine, subtle exterior, and stand out interior are more than enough for it to compete against
the traditional favorites, Honda Accord and Toyota Camry. But what Mazda has done with the
signature trim elevates the 6 away from those two into the luxury segment. What are your
thoughts? Let us know in the comments below. To see more videos like these, subscribe to our
YouTube channel, and check us out on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. And don't forget, you
can always find out more information on our website, Edmunds. The Honda Accord has set the
benchmark for this segment year after year, and the latest version is no exception. It has
excellent powertrains and lots of advanced safety, plus some of the driving fun we like in the
Mazda. Simply put, the Accord won't steer you wrong. Read Edmunds' long-term road test of
the Honda Accord. Buyers typically flock to the Toyota Camry for its comfortable ride and ease
of use. New models offer the added benefit of great fuel economy and an all-wheel-drive option.
However, we found the Camry lacking in some areas. Its four-cylinder engine is loud, for
instance, and its advanced safety equipment is often too sensitive. One size smaller in the
Mazda lineup is the compact Mazda 3, a similarly delightful sedan with a more affordable price
point than the 6. It also has more options, including a hatchback version and available all-wheel
drive. Passenger space and cargo room are limited, as you'd expect. But the Mazda 3 is a great
option for those not quite ready for the larger 6. The least-expensive Mazda 6 is the Mazda 6
Sport 4dr Sedan 2. The Mazda 6 is offered in the following submodels: 6 Sedan. Available styles
include Touring 4dr Sedan 2. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the Mazda 6
and all its trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the 6 4. Edmunds consumer reviews allow
users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other drivers are saying
about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including performance, comfort,
value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available as well to provide

shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why customers like the 6. Edmunds experts
have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Mazda 6 and all model years in our
database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and recommendations for the 6 featuring
deep dives into trim levels and features, performance, mpg, safety, interior, and driving.
Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test and performance data, long-term road tests,
first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This review was written by a member of Edmunds'
editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team drives every car you can buy. We put the
vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they drive and comparing them in detail to
their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so we pay attention to all the different
ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if there's enough room for our families
and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors
want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits your life. Shop Edmunds' car, SUV,
and truck listings of over 6 million vehicles to find a cheap new, used, or certified pre-owned
CPO Mazda 6 for sale near. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select
a car from our massive database to find cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have
identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read
dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Mazda 6. Edmunds has deep data on
over 6 million new, used, and certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features
and specs information like: MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain,
and maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating,
cruise control, parking assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat
tires, wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow
shopper to compare vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features,
exterior features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds
rating, and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you
that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're
willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few
years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis.
It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular
searches. My notifications My Account. Home Mazda Mazda 6. Select year - New - New. Other
years. Pros Suave interior and exterior design Comfortable and supportive front seats
Entertaining handling Cons Not as comfortable as other sedans in ride quality What's new The
Mazda 6 returns unchanged for Part of the third Mazda 6 generation introduced in The Mazda 6
pulls off near-luxury quality thanks to its impressive ride comfort and smart attention to detail.
But its greatest trick is that it's simply a joy to drive. Sedans aren't typically dripping with
charisma. This one has plenty to spare. The Mazda 6 is one of the best-handling midsize sedans
you can buy. We came away thoroughly impressed with the way it turns into corners and stays
composed over bumps in the road. It also has excellent steering, offering a hefty weight at low
speeds that blends into accurate feedback as you push the car. This is the best it gets. The
optional turbocharged four-cylinder engine is also strong and makes plenty of power off the
line. The thrust peters out as you get up to highway speeds or beyond , but this isn't much of an
issue for a family sedan. The transmission, even though it's behind the times with only six
gears, shifts quickly and smoothly. The front seats are firm and contoured enough to prevent
you from moving around during hard driving, yet they're comfortable on long-range cruises.
Our test car also came with much-appreciated touches such as leather trim and ventilation. The
standard dual-zone climate control takes some time to cool the cabin, but it's quiet and simple
to operate. Here's the downside: The 6 does not have a plush ride. Its sport-tuned suspension
prioritizes driving thrills over comfort. The 6 is a bit stiff compared to competitors, but it's not
punishing. Otherwise, the cabin is calm and well insulated, save for a little wind and road noise
on the highway. Getting in and out is easy thanks to wide-opening doors. Tall-torsoed rear
passengers may have to duck their heads due to the 6's sloping rear roofline, but otherwise
getting into the back isn't a problem. There's plenty of legroom and headroom up front. Rear
passengers will notice less legroom than the Accord or the Camry offers, but average-size folks
should find the space comfortable. Most functions have multiple access paths, but the central
control knob is used for everything. It's easy to operate and allows you to keep your eyes on the
road. The steering wheel controls are numerous and kind of fiddly, and we wish the
touchscreen didn't have a lockout feature while in motion. Adaptive cruise control works well
and is able to bring the Mazda 6 down to a stop when necessary. The statuses for the adaptive
cruise control, blind-spot monitor, lane departure warning and front crash mitigation are visible
through the optional head-up display, giving the driver additional situational awareness.
Mazda's available navigation system works well in conjunction with voice control and the
control knob, but some functions are nonintuitive, such as menu-based zooming when in map

mode. Most buyers won't take issue with the Interior storage space for small items is sufficient.
If you've got small kids to haul around, Mazda provides four recessed lower car seat anchors
and three upper tether points. The lower anchors are located under plastic covers and could get
lost easily. They're also a bit of a tight fit. We tested the 6 with its optional turbocharged engine.
This is an average figure for a midsize sedan with an upgraded engine. We easily matched that
on our mixed-driving mile evaluation route, getting Mazda has achieved its goal of creating a
borderline-luxury sedan at an affordable price. Especially in the leading Signature trim, the
Mazda 6 has excellent fit and finish. It has a refined design, taut execution and composed ride
â€” a combination rarely found at this price. As a bonus, it's the most fun in its class to drive.
Mazda 6 has taken a midsize sedan and injected it with style and personality. In one of the auto
industry's most competitive classes, the Mazda 6 offers charisma and finesse that instantly
stand out. Driving fun is standard, and we like it paired with the turbocharged 2. Stepping up to
that model also nets you larger brakes and an upgraded Bose sound system. Read more. Find
savings on the 6 for sale near you. ZIP Code. See Pricing. See all 6 lease offers. Sponsored cars
related to the 6. Most helpful consumer reviews 5 out of 5 stars, What a difference 4 model years
make. Check your price quote. Great Good Fair High Sample dealer price:. Get started Already
have a dealer quote? Smart Brake Support Warns you if a front impact is imminent and applies
the brakes automatically to mitigate the effects of a collision. Traffic Sign Recognition System
Reads and relays traffic sign information to the driver on a head-up display so you're always
aware. Side Impact Test Good. Mazda 6 vs. Honda Accord The Honda Accord has set the
benchmark for this segment year after year, and the latest version is no exception. People who
viewed this also viewed 4. FAQ Is the Mazda 6 a good car? The Edmunds experts tested the 6
both on the road and at the track, giving it a 8. You probably care about Mazda 6 fuel economy,
so it's important to know that the 6 gets an EPA-estimated 26 mpg to 29 mpg, depending on the
configuration. What about cargo capacity? When you're thinking about carrying stuff in your
new car, keep in mind that the 6 has And then there's safety and reliability. Learn more. To
determine whether the Mazda 6 is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic consumer reviews, which
come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with the 6. Look for specific complaints
that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to compare the 6's average consumer rating to
that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're wondering whether the Mazda 6 is
a good car. Edmunds' expert testing team reviewed the 6 and gave it a 8. Safety scores, fuel
economy, cargo capacity and feature availability should all be factors in determining whether
the 6 is a good car for you. Other versions include: Touring 4dr Sedan 2. If you're interested in
the Mazda 6, the next question is, which 6 model is right for you? What do people think of the
Mazda 6? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings
and reviews for the Mazda 6 and all model years in our database. Our Review Process This
review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. What's a
good price for a New Mazda 6? Which Mazda 6s are available in my area? Can't find a new
Mazda 6s you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds? Should I
lease or buy a Mazda 6? Check out Mazda lease specials. Sign Up. Get price. Our verdict. How
does the 6 drive? How comfortable is the 6? How economical is the 6? Is the 6 a good value?
HWY 4. HWY 5. Mazda CX When you ask, it answers. Emphatically so. Along with your heart
rate. Crafted by Mazda artisans, the Signature interior envelops you in refined comfort using
premium materials like rich Nappa leather and elegant Japanese Sen wood. High Beam Control
helps the driver see better at night by maximizing opportunities to use the high beams. When it
senses a potential unintentional lane departure, it will perform minor steering corrections to
help prevent your vehicle from exiting the lane. This available system is designed to help you
see around corners at night. As you turn a corner, the headlights pivot in the direction of your
turn, improve visibility and allow you to spot potential hazards ahead. If an impact is predicted,
the system will warn the driver and, if necessary, apply the brakes. This information then shows
up in the Active Driving Display, so you can stay alert and informed without taking your eyes off
the road. We want drivers and passengers to feel better getting out of the Mazda6 than when
they got in. The result: less fatigue. So even if you drive across the state, your body will feel like
you just went across town. And we went a step further. The Mazda6 also offers available
ventilated front seats that wick away warm air to keep you and your front passenger cool and
dry. A superior drive starts with superior comfort. Designed around you. All Mazda vehicles are
engineered to keep you connected to the road. But our technology ensures that you stay
connected to your friends and entertainment as well. Easily navigated with the multifunction
Commander control or touch screen, our 8. Maneuvering in and out of tight spaces is a
challenge for every driver. With premium materials like Nappa leather and Japanese Sen wood,
the available Signature trim was created by Mazda artisans to envelop you in refined comfort.
These elements combine to deliver a truly elevated driving experience. Insulating you from

distraction and setting your mind and body at ease. That starts with minimizing wind and road
noise as well as unwanted vibrations, so you and your passengers can have a clear
conversation. We accomplish this by incorporating sound-insulating glass, precisely tuning the
suspension and using acoustic insulation in all the right places. The result is an effortlessly
engaging drive for you and everyone aboard. To us, form and function are inextricably linked.
The front fascia of the Mazda6 includes the grille and fog lamp functionality integrated within a
striking LED headlight design. This not only creates a look of depth, but also helps give the
Mazda6 a low profile and a wide stance. Everything we do as a carmaker is centered around
elevating your driving experience. That starts with eliminating distractions. To that end, the
available Active Driving Display is placed at a precise angle for ideal visibility. At a glance, you
can see vehicle speed and safety system warnings; and when equipped, you also get
turn-by-turn commands from the navigation system plus Traffic Sign Recognition System
notifications. When cornering, the system works seamlessly by adjusting power delivery,
shifting vehicle weight on initial turn in and throughout the corner. Standard on every Mazda6,
Blind Spot Monitoring 14 helps detect objects in your blind spots and alerts you with a chime
and warning light in the side mirrors and in the available Active Driving Display. Vehicle shown
may be priced higher. Actual dealer price will vary. See dealer for complete details. There are
limitations to the range and detection of each safety feature. Based on EPA estimates for
Mazda6 with 2. Actual results will vary. Always check your surroundings visually. Always check
your mirrors. Be aware of your surroundings. There are limitations to the range and detection of
the system. Some features may require cellular or Wi-Fi service; some features may be locked
out while the vehicle is in motion. Not all features are compatible with all phones. Message and
data rates may apply. The illustration displayed is for feature explanation only. It is neither
technically accurate nor to scale. Please reference the Mazda6 Smart Start Guide for more
detailed information. Be aware of the traffic around you. Lane Departure Warning System
operates under certain conditions above 37 mph. It is not a substitute for safe and attentive
driving. Lane-keep Assist operates under certain conditions above 37 mph. Advanced Smart
City Brake Support with Day and Night-time Pedestrian Detection operates under certain
conditions between about 2 and 50 mph when object is a vehicle and between about 6. It is not a
substitute for safe and attentive driving and is only designed to reduce damage in the event of a
collision. There are limitations to the operation and detection of the system. Smart Brake
Support with Collision Warning operates under certain conditions above 10 mph. Traffic Sign
Recognition System is not a substitute for safe and attentive driving. Factors including weather
and the condition of the traffic sign can impact
pioneer manual
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recognition or display of the sign. Always check traffic signs visually while driving. Lane-keep
Assist operates under certain driving conditions above 37 mph. Certified Pre-Owned Find a
Dealer. Certified Pre-Owned. Explore Build. Mazda3 Sedan. Mazda3 Hatchback. Mazda MX-5
Miata. Future Vehicles. Learn More. Shopping Tools. Already know the car you want? Let us
help you get a quote. Request A Quote. Why Mazda. Experience Motorsports Partnerships.
Improving the lives of drivers, by creating a better vehicle. Explore Feel Alive. Overview How To
Use. Recalls FAQ. Service Parts Accessories Mazda Collection. Go to MyMazda to enjoy the full
benefits of being a Mazda Owner. Your Location Zip Code Invalid. Automatic power folding side
mirrors Active Driving Display. Full Gallery. Deep Crystal Blue Mica. Jet Black Mica. Black Cloth.
Black Leatherette. Sand Leatherette. Black Leather. Parchment Leather. Deep Chestnut Nappa
Leather. Parchment Nappa Leather. Top Features Design Technology Safety.

