Ford taurus spark plugs

Bad spark plugs can cause many problems with your Ford Taurus. Bad spark plug symptoms
may be subtle, or incredibly noticeable. The basic design and task of the spark plug has
changed little over the last years. That being said, they still can go bad. The good news is, that if
you do need replace them all, they are very affordable. There are a lot of potential symptoms
related to bad spark plugs in your Taurus. We always recommend using an OBDII scanner to
pull your trouble codes if you have a check ending light on. It can really narrow your search
down. It is also worth noting, that the symptoms of bad spark plugs will be almost the same as
any other bad part in the ignition process. This means that something such as bad coil packs
will produce the same results and feel as bad plugs. The check engine light is one of the most
common symptoms of bad spark plugs. More often than not, your engines computer will be able
to detect bad spark plugs in your Taurus. As you ask your Taurus for more power, the fuel and
ignition systems respond. If acceleration has diminished, it should be felt. The less cylinders
that your engine has, the more that one cylinder not firing properly will have. The less efficient
the combustion of your engine, the more fuel is going to be wasted. This leads to a decrease in
fuel economy. When you take your vehicle in for a tune up due to decreased fuel economy,
checking the spark plugs and ignition system in general is going to be one of the very first
places that a mechanic is going to look at. Misfiring is the most common symptom of bad spark
plugs. All of the other symptoms are a result of the misfiring itself. The real question is, what is
causing the misfire? There are also non ignition related circumstances that can cause a misfire.
That would include lack of fuel pressure, bad fuel injectors, or even a timing chain or belt that
has jumped. Since there are so many reasons that a vehicle can misfire, we recommend testing
for trouble codes first. When a spark plug is misfiring, it is often most pronounced at idle speed.
This is because when the engine turns slower, it is easier to detect. Be aware that almost all
symptoms of a bad spark plug in your Taurus could also be other issues with the ignition
system as well. On the left is a fouled spark plug. Check Engine Light The check engine light is
one of the most common symptoms of bad spark plugs. There are several misfire related
trouble codes. A random misfire means is that a misfire is detected, but the ECM is not able to
determine which one it is coming from, or the misfire is occurring randomly. For example, P is
for a misfire in cylinder 4 in the firing order. This makes diagnosing the misfire a bit more
straightforward. There are other misfire related codes as well. Accelerates Slower than Normal
As you ask your Taurus for more power, the fuel and ignition systems respond. Fuel Economy
The less efficient the combustion of your engine, the more fuel is going to be wasted. Misfire
Misfiring is the most common symptom of bad spark plugs. Rough Idling When a spark plug is
misfiring, it is often most pronounced at idle speed. The Taurus was one of the most modern
American-built vehicles of its time when Ford released it in Throughout the years, the Taurus
lost some of its steam and became the typical, yet reliable family sedan. It was not until its
overhaul and rebirth of sorts in that it again became an innovative vehicle. The Taurus and its
standard horsepower, 3. Replacing the spark plugs is just one of the many maintenance tasks
required on the Taurus, but getting to the plugs, especially the rear ones, can be a little tricky.
Check the gap between the electrodes on the end of all six new spark plugs, using a spark plug
gap tool. Adjust any incorrectly gapped plug to specifications by widening or narrowing the gap
with the spark plug gap tool. Find the six ignition wires, which connect to the ignition coil â€”
mounted on the front-most valve cover â€” and run to the front and rear of the engine block.
Trace the three ignition wires leading to the front of the engine and find the thick rubber boot on
the engine end of each wire. Grip the boot on one wire and pull upward with a slight twisting
motion to remove it, exposing the spark plug. Remove the spark plug, using a ratchet and spark
plug socket. Thread a new spark plug into the engine by hand and feel for any resistance as you
thread it. If you feel resistance, immediately remove the plug and thread it again. Tighten the
spark plug to 11 foot-pounds, using a torque wrench and spark plug socket. Inspect the
unplugged ignition wire for any defects, including burns, cracks, brittleness or any other signs
of excessive aging. Replace all six wires one by one if any defects exist. Line up the ignition
wire boot with the top of the spark plug and press the boot onto the plug until you feel it click
into place. Repeat steps 2 through 7 to replace the remaining two spark plugs on the frontmost
side of the engine. Trace the three ignition wires from the ignition coil toward the rearmost side
of the engine until you find the thick rubber boot on the engine end of each wire. Follow steps 2
through 7 to replace the three spark plugs on the rearmost side of the engine. To replace the
rear spark plugs, you have to position your arm under the upper intake manifold. There is little
room to move in this area, and those with larger arms may find it uncomfortable. Use caution
not to injure yourself removing and replacing the rear spark plugs. Justin Cupler is a
professional writer who has been published on several websites including CarsDirect and
Autos. Cupler has worked in the professional automotive repair field as a technician and a
manager since He has a certificate in broadcast journalism from the Connecticut School of

Broadcasting. Cupler is currently studying mechanical engineering at Saint Petersburg College.
Step 1 Check the gap between the electrodes on the end of all six new spark plugs, using a
spark plug gap tool. Step 2 Find the six ignition wires, which connect to the ignition coil â€”
mounted on the front-most valve cover â€” and run to the front and rear of the engine block.
Step 3 Trace the three ignition wires leading to the front of the engine and find the thick rubber
boot on the engine end of each wire. Step 4 Grip the boot on one wire and pull upward with a
slight twisting motion to remove it, exposing the spark plug. Step 5 Thread a new spark plug
into the engine by hand and feel for any resistance as you thread it. Step 6 Inspect the
unplugged ignition wire for any defects, including burns, cracks, brittleness or any other signs
of excessive aging. Step 8 Repeat steps 2 through 7 to replace the remaining two spark plugs
on the frontmost side of the engine. Step 9 Trace the three ignition wires from the ignition coil
toward the rearmost side of the engine until you find the thick rubber boot on the engine end of
each wire. References Alldata: Ford Taurus V Spark plug gap tool Ratchet Spark plug socket
Torque wrench New ignition wire set optional Dielectric grease Small flat-head screwdriver. It
may seem easier to use a universal joint attachment on your ratchet for the rear plugs, but do
not do this. A universal joint attachment greatly increases the risk of breaking the spark plug or
stripping the cylinder head. Both of these miscues will result in expensive and time-consuming
repairs. There are many different things that can cause engine knocking in your Ford Taurus.
These would include issues with the spark plugs, bad or wrong fuel, carbon deposits, and more.
Driving around with an engine that is knocking loudly can lead to a blown engine in no time. The
problem with engine knocking is that it can be caused by quite a few issues. This can make a
diagnosis difficult. Knowing the cause of the knocking will help you identify what type of repair
needs to be done. Knocking can also be caused by low oil. Before getting into the diagnosis
portion, make sure that you do an OBDII scan if the check engine light is on. This scan data will
give you information that can help you pinpoint the problem with your Taurus. You can either
purchase a scanner they are pretty cheap or you can go to the local parts store. Most of them
provide this service to you at no charge. Sometimes a knocking or ping sound can be caused
by something as simple as using the wrong gas. The octane rating corresponds to the amount
of compression that it can take before igniting. Octane rating matters. Your engine was
designed to use the type of fuel recommended by Ford. While many modern vehicles can go k
miles with no issues at all from their spark plugs, they can still cause problems when they wear
out. When the spark plugs wear out, or foul out, they are going to cause a misfire. This misfire
will throw a code such as P random cylinder misfire. This code means that the cylinders are
misfiring, but the misfire is occurring randomly in multiply cylinders. There are also cylinder
specific codes that correspond to which cylinder is misfiring. They will be PX, where X
corresponds to the cylinder that is misfiring. Spark plugs are really not expensive to replace.
Depending on the model year and engine combination in your Taurus, they can be easy or
difficult to get to. It is worth noting that bad plugs have almost the exact same symptoms as bad
coil packs. This page has an awesome chart that shows exactly what bad plugs look like and
plenty of information on what might be causing the problem. If your Taurus is dangerously low
on oil to the point it is almost out it could start to knock pretty bad. This sound is the engine
starving for oil and wearing itself to death right before your ears. If the oil has thinned or aged
so much that it can no longer lubricate the engine properly, it very well could knock. Thinning
can happen fast if the head gasket has failed and there is coolant getting into the crankcase.
Here are the symptoms of a bad head gasket for the Ford Taurus. Carbon is a byproduct of the
combustion process. In extreme cases, this carbon buildup in the combustion chamber can
lead to an increase in the effective compression ratio. This can and will cause the engine to
knock. Modern gasoline has additives that clean these deposits as you go. But, it is still known
to happen. Good luck diagnosing the knocking sound coming from your engine. If there is
anything that you would like to add, please leave a comment below. Thank you. Spark Plugs
While many modern vehicles can go k miles with no issues at all from their spark plugs, they
can still cause problems when they wear out. The spark plug on the left is a modern iridium
design, and has less than 60, miles on it. Carbon Buildup Carbon is a byproduct of the
combustion process. Many people are frustrated with the lack of space on the rear bank of the
3. The trick is to remove portions of the plastic cowling. Start by removing the cabin filter cowl,
just as you would if you were going to change the cabin filter. Then remove the three 5. You
know have plenty of room to reach the rear spark plugs. Locking extension bars prevent the
spark plug socket from detaching inside the spark plug tube A spark plug socket with a built-in
flex is easier to maneuver than a regular spark plug socket with an add-on universal joint A flex
head ratchet gives you more options to feed the socket and extension down the spark plug tube
Apply a dab of dielectric grease to the inside of the ignition coil boot. Never tighten spark plugs
without a torque wrench. These heads are aluminum and hand torquing can damage the head.

Always replace spark plugs with the engine cold. Trying to remove plugs from a hot engine can
rip out the threads. Remember these engines are aluminum. Remove the ignition coil electrical
connector. Use an 8mm socket to remove the ign coil bolt, then twist and remove the coil.
Inspect the coil for any cracks. Replace if you find any. Apply a dab of dielectric grease inside
the boot. Insert into socket down the spark plug tube, engage the flats of the spark plug and
remove it. Load the new plug into the socket and insert it using just the extension bar. Start
threading it by hand ONLY. Make sure you are not cross threaded. This is critical.
Overtightening a spark plug in an aluminum head can rip out the threads. It can also distort the
metal shell causing the plug to leak and misfire. Under tightening can also cause a leak. But
worse, it can cause the plug to blow right out of the hole, taking the threads with it. They include
wiring diagrams and technical service bulletins. In most cases, their diagrams are right from the
factory manuals. Pricing: Eautorepair. So you have to refer to the factory legends to learn the
identification symbols and then refer back to circuit diagrams to find the splice and ground
locations. However, Alldatadiy. If you need to dig into your doors, dash or console, Alldatadiy.
Find this article useful? Share it! Categories Hand Tools Taurus, Sable. Tags Spark Plugs Ford
Taurus. The base model Taurus LX was equipped with a 3. The spark plugs on the front of the
base model Taurus are somewhat simple to access. The rear plugs, or right-hand side plugs,
are more difficult to get to, requiring the removal of body paneling and wiper parts. Raise the
hood on the Taurus. Disconnect the negative battery cable from the battery, using a ratchet and
socket. Lift the cap from the lower end of the passenger wiper arm, using a flat-head
screwdriver if needed. Remove the passenger wiper arm hold-down nut, using a ratchet, socket
and extension. Remove the wiper arm by raising the arm off the windshield, then pulling up on
the entire assembly. Remove the passenger cowl screen fasteners with a screwdriver. Remove
the cowl screen. Remove the cowl upper panel from beneath the screen in the same manner.
This will give you access to the rear of the engine. Remove a single spark plug wire from one of
the plugs, using spark plug boot pliers. Do not pull the wire itself, or you will damage the ends
of the wire inside the boot. Inspect the boot end for excess white or black powder deposits.
Check the entire wire for cracks or wear in the sheathing. If either deposits or cracks exist,
replace the spark plug wires along with the plugs. Remove the spark plug from the engine,
using a spark plug socket, ratchet and extension if needed. Turn the plug counterclockwise with
your ratchet to release it from the engine. Once the spark plug is sufficiently loose, you can
remove the ratchet and turn the socket or extension with your fingers for quicker removal. Set
the gap on the new spark plug between 0. Do not gap platinum or higher-grade spark plugs. If
you have platinum plugs that are the wrong gap specification, take them back to your parts
vendor and request the proper plug. Insert the new spark plug into the spark plug socket. Install
the plug into the engine and turn it snug with your fingers, using the socket or extension. This
will prevent cross threading of the spark plug in the engine. Tighten the spark plug to between
80 and inch-pounds, using a torque wrench, adapter, socket and extension if needed. Install the
spark plug wire into the plug by pushing the boot until it clicks and locks onto the plug. Repeat
steps 3 through 6 to replace the remainder of the spark plugs. Install the negative battery cable
onto the battery and tighten it snug with your ratchet and socket. Install the cowl upper piece
and fasten it with your screwdriver. Install the wiper cowl screen and push the fasteners in with
the handle of the screwdriver. Install the wiper arm onto the wiper arm pivot, so that the arm
faces horizontally across the windshield. Replacing the spark plugs individually will ensure that
you do not get the spark plug wires crossed or mess up the firing order of the Taurus. Tim
Petruccio is a professional writer and automotive mechanic. His writing combines more than 20
years of mechanical experience in automotive service, service management, automotive
education and business ownership. He assisted in the automotive beta, which launched March
Tips Replacing the spark plugs individually will ensure that you do not get the spark plug wires
crossed or mess up the firing order of the Taurus. Our mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a
week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified mobile mechanics can come to your home
or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. They ignite gasoline and air inside of your
engine. This gives your engine the power to propel you down the road. This gives the engine
the best mix of power, fuel economy and low emissions. However, the electrode at the end of
the spark plug eventually wears out and can cause performance issues. Replacement should
follow the vehicle maintenance schedule. Some cars require regular replacement at 30k, 60k or
k miles. Even if only one spark plug is found to be faulty, they should always be replaced in
sets. Most engines will require 4,6, or 8 spark plugs. Most cars have one plug per cylinder, so a
four-cylinder engine will have four plugs, a six-cylinder engine will have six plugs, and so forth.
The mechanic will:. Yes, but spark plugs that are worn enough to cause engine-misfiring have
the potential to cause engine damage and overheating of the catalytic converter. Regardless of
the age of the plugs, or mileage, if the engine misfires or runs poorly, the plugs should be

inspected for defects. Generally, spark plug failure will not keep the engine from running, but in
cases of extreme wear, you may experience a limitation in the speed at which you can drive the
car. If the maintenance schedule says the plugs should be replaced, it is best to do so promptly.
Ford Taurus Spark Plug Replacement at your home or office. Estimate price near me. Service
Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety
inspection. See availability. Spark Plug Replacement Service What are spark plugs and how do
they work? When should you replace spark plugs? Avoiding spark plug replacement can cause:
Difficulty starting your car. Check engine light for a misfire code. Flashing check engine light
during acceleration for misfire, this can cause engine damage. Failed State emission testing.
How do mechanics replace spark plugs? The mechanic will: Have the correct spark plugs on
hand for your vehicle Pull any diagnostic trouble codes that may be related to worn spark plugs.
Remove the original spark plugs and look at removed spark plugs for any clues indicating
engine mis-operation exists; such as oil burning, excessively rich mixture, pre-ignition damage
etc. Inform owner of any found unusual conditions. Install new plugs using a torque wrench.
Finally, a road test of the vehicle to confirm normal operation. Is it safe to drive with worn spark
plugs? When having spark plugs replaced keep in mind: High-speed driving may accelerate
spark plug wear. Consider earlier than required inspection and tune-up if you operate the car in
severe conditions. Plugs should always be promptly replaced per the manufacturer
maintenance schedule even if they appear to be working perfectly. If your vehicle is equipped
with spark plug wires as opposed to a coil-on-plug system , the wires should be replaced at the
same time. This may increase the cost of your repair. It is possible that when doing a spark plug
replacement, your vehicle may also need additional parts like ignition coils, this will add to the
repair cost. Some engines require that the intake manifold be removed while replacing spark
plugs. This may increase the parts and labor cost for the repair. Leaking valve cover gaskets,
which have let oil get in contact with the spark plugs, coils or wires, may be the cause of
ignition system issues. Valve cover gaskets will need to be replaced in addition to the spark
plugs, wires or coils. This will add to the repair cost. Yourmechanic was featured in. Popular
Ford Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet some of our expert Ford mechanics Real customer
reviews from Ford owners like you. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Matthew 28 years of
experience. Request Matthew. He was super nice. He communicated well before even arriving.
He told us in detail what was wrong Already booked him for some more work on same car and
will book again for my
euro vision 2007
volvo penta 260a
chevy tahoe actuator
other vehicle. He has made a loyal customer out of us. Christopher 20 years of experience.
Request Christopher. Chris did a bang up job on my Ford Taurus. It was only changing out the
spark plugs due to engine misfiring, but he was quite knowledgeable on the condition of my car
and I really appreciated him being thorough and explaining to me in depth the problem I was
having, and their causes. I will absolutely go through Chris again in the future, thanks! Taurus Battery - Sacramento, CA. Exemplary service! William 14 years of experience. Request William.
William showed up on time. Very knowledgeable, courteous, pleasant to talk to. He explained
what he was doing. Asked him what SUV he would recommend. He said any of the mechanics
could even go and do a point inspection on a vehicle I may be thinking of buying in the future
which I thought was great. He is fantastic. Will definitely use William again for any car repairs.
How can we help? Read FAQ. Service type Spark Plug Replacement.

