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In The Journal, brought to you by ClassicCars. Ford Thunderbird colloquially called the T-Bird
is a personal luxury car produced by Ford from model years to and to throughout eleven
distinct generations. Introduced as a two-seat convertible , the Thunderbird was produced in a
variety of body configurations. These included a four-seat hardtop coupe, four-seat convertible,
five-seat convertible and hardtop, four-door pillared hardtop sedan, six-passenger hardtop
coupe, and five-passenger pillared coupe, with the final generation designed again as a
two-seat convertible. Ford targeted the two-seat Thunderbird as an upscale model, but the
design introduced for featured a rear seat and arguably marked expansion of a market segment
eventually known as personal luxury cars. An American interpretation of the grand tourer ,
personal luxury cars were built with a higher emphasis on driving comfort and convenience
features over handling and high-speed performance. The Thunderbird entered production for
the model year as a sporty two-seat convertible. Unlike the Chevrolet Corvette , it was not
marketed as a sports car. For , the Thunderbird was redesigned with a second row of seats.
Succeeding generations became larger until the line was downsized in , again in , and once
again in Sales were good until the s, when large 2-door coupes became unpopular. Initial
production ceased at the end of In , the production of the Thunderbird started again; a revived
2-seat model was launched which was available through the end of the model year. From its
introduction in to its final phaseout in , Ford produced over 4. The second- to fourth-generation
Thunderbird convertibles were similar in design to the Lincoln convertible of the time and
utilized a design from earlier Ford hardtop and convertible models. While these Thunderbird
models had a true convertible soft top, the top was lowered to stow in the trunk. This design
reduced available trunk space when the top was down. The trunk lid was rear-hinged; raised
and lowered via hydraulic cylinders during the top raising or lowering cycle. The forward end of
the trunk lid contained a metal plate that extended upward to cover the area that the top is
stowed in. With the top down and the trunk lid lowered, there is no sight of the soft top. With the
top down, the overall appearance had no trace of a convertible top and no separate cover boot
was needed. However, this design could present a challenge for troubleshooting a convertible
top malfunction. While the hydraulics are not often a cause for trouble, the electrical relays are
known to fail. Failure of any of the relays, motors, or limit switches will prevent the convertible
system from completing the cycle. Unlike hardtop models that utilized a conventional
key-secured, forward-hinged design, the convertibles combined the trunk opening and closing
within the convertible top operating system. A smaller two-seater sports roadster was
developed at the behest of Henry Ford II in called the Vega. The completed one-off generated

interest at the time, but had meager power, European looks, and a correspondingly high cost,
so it never proceeded to production. The Thunderbird was similar in concept, but would be
more American in style, more luxurious, and less sport-oriented. Ford Designer William P.
Boyer was lead stylist on the original two-seater Thunderbird and also had input in following
series of Thunderbirds including the 30th Anniversary Edition. Walking in the Grand Palais in
Paris, Crusoe pointed at a sports car and asked Walker, 'Why can't we have something like
that? Hershey took the idea and began working on the vehicle. Crusoe saw a painted clay model
on May 18, , which corresponded closely to the final car; he gave the car the go-ahead in
September after comparing it with current European trends. The name was not among the
thousands proposed, including rejected options such as Apache the original name of the P
Mustang , Falcon owned by Chrysler at the time , [4] Eagle, Tropicale, Hawaiian, and
Thunderbolt. It is considered a supernatural bird of power and strength. Thunderbird Country
Club in Rancho Mirage, California also lays claim to being the inspiration for the name of the
car. According to it, Ernest Breech, a Thunderbird Country Club member who was then
chairman of Ford Motor Company, was supposedly deeply involved in the creation of the
Thunderbird. Breech, it is claimed, asked the Club's permission to use the name, which was
granted. The Ford Thunderbird was introduced in February as a response to Chevrolet 's new
sports car, the Corvette , which was publicly unveiled in prototype form just a month before. It
was a two-seat design available with a detachable glass-fiber hardtop and a folding fabric top. It
utilized mechanical components from mass-market Ford models. The Thunderbird's Though
inspired by, and positioned directly against, the Corvette, Ford billed the Thunderbird as a
personal car , putting a greater emphasis on the car's comfort and convenience features rather
than its inherent sportiness. In fact, the Thunderbird outsold the Corvette by more than to-one
for with 16, Thunderbirds sold against Corvettes, and 2, Studebaker Speedsters. The most
notable change was moving the spare tire to a continental-style rear bumper to make more
storage room in the trunk and a new volt electrical system. When in "Drive", it was a 2-speed
automatic transmission similar to Chevrolet's Powerglide. The Low gear could also be accessed
with wide open throttle. The Thunderbird was revised for with a reshaped front bumper, a larger
grille and tailfins, and larger tail lamps. The instrument panel was heavily re-styled with round
gauges in a single pod, and the rear of the car was lengthened, allowing the spare tire to be
positioned back in the trunk. Though Ford was pleased to see sales of the Thunderbird rise to a
record-breaking 21, units for , company executives felt the car could do even better, leading to a
substantial redesign of the car for Although the â€”57 Thunderbird was a success, Ford
executivesâ€”particularly Robert McNamara â€”were concerned that the car's position as a
two-seater limited its sales potential. As a result, the car was redesigned as a four-seater for
The new Thunderbird began a sales momentum previously unseen with the car, selling , units in
three years, four times the result of the two-seat model. This success spawned a new market
segment , the personal luxury car. It was offered in both hardtop and convertible body styles,
although the latter was not introduced until June , five months after the release of the hardtop.
Along with a new, more rigid unibody construction was new styling, including quad headlights,
more prominent tailfins, a bolder chrome grille, and a larger, though non-functional, hood
scoop. In the model year in which the car was introduced, sales were 37, units, outselling the
previous model year's 16, units. For , the Thunderbird was given another new grille and other
minor styling changes along with a newly optional manually operated sunroof for hardtop
models. Dual-unit round taillights from to were changed to triple-units after the fashion of the
Chevrolet Impala. Sales increased again with 92, sold for The Thunderbird was redesigned for
with styling that gave the car a unique bullet-like body side appearance. The new Thunderbird
was well received with 73, sold for A vinyl-roofed Landau option with simulated S-bars was
added to the Thunderbird for as was a Sports Roadster package for convertible models. The
Sports Roadster included spoke Kelsey-Hayes designed wire wheels and a special fiberglass
tonneau cover for the rear seats which gave the car the appearance of a two-seat roadster like
the original Thunderbird. The Sports Roadster package was slow-selling due to the high price of
the package and complexity of the tonneau cover, resulting in few Thunderbirds being equipped
with it. M-Code V8 Thunderbirds are exceptionally rare with only being sold between and Few
other changes were made to the Thunderbird for as Ford prepared to introduce a new version
for A horizontal styling line was added that ran from the point where bumper and fender meet
back through the door and angled down. Small diagonal chrome bars were added in this area on
the door. Alternators rather than generators were a new feature on all Thunderbirds. For the
Thunderbird was restyled in favor of a more squared-off appearance, which was mostly evident
when viewing the car from the side or rear. Hinting at its roots in the previous generation of
Thunderbird that it evolved from, the new model retained a similar grille design with quad
headlights and a As before, the new Thunderbird continued to be offered in hardtop,

convertible, and Landau versions. It was paired with a 3-speed automatic transmission. For ,
sequential turn signals were added, flashing the individual segments of the broad, horizontal
tail lights in sequences from inside to outside to indicate a turn. Also new for were standard
front disc brakes , and doubled-sided keys. Even though it was the last year of the generation,
saw a stylistic revision for the Thunderbird highlighted by a new egg-crate style grille with a
large Thunderbird emblem at its center and a single-blade front bumper. The rear bumper was
restyled to include new full-width taillamps. Engine choices were also revised for The
Thunderbird's fifth-generation brought the second major change in the car's design direction
since its debut in However, the introduction of the Ford Mustang in early had created a
challenge to the Thunderbird's market positioning for it. The Mustang had an advantage that it
was substantially cheaper. To prevent overlap between the two cars, Ford's response was to
move the Thunderbird upmarket. The result, introduced for , was a larger Thunderbird with
luxury appointments more in line with a Lincoln. The new Thunderbird abandoned unibody
construction in favor of body-on-frame construction with sophisticated rubber mountings
between the body and frame to reduce noise and vibration. A pair of significant departures from
the previous generation of the Thunderbird was the elimination of a convertible model and the
addition of a four-door model, which used suicide doors for rear seat access. The available
four-door design would remain a unique feature to this generation as it was not carried on after
One of the most noticeable design elements of the fifth generation Thunderbird was the gaping,
fighter jet-inspired grille opening that incorporated hidden headlights. The Thunderbird
continued with the same platform and many of the same parts and styling cues used in the to
models, including the sequential turn signals incorporated into the full-width tail lamps. The
most noticeable change was in the front fascia where there was now a large prominent
projection resembling a bird or eagle's beak that was in line with long angular lines in the hood.
Semon "Bunkie" Knudsen , a former GM executive now President of Ford, is said to be
responsible for this dramatic change. The T-bird was offered in coupe or sports-back models for
these two years, the latter being a further distinction from the '67 to '69 models. In , Neiman
Marcus offered "his and hers" Thunderbirds in its catalog, with telephones, tape recorders and
other niceties. The Thunderbird was mostly a carry-over from the model as Ford prepared to
release a new, larger Thunderbird for It was also the last year to offer a four-door. The sixth
generation of the Thunderbird debuted in the fall of as a model. With a Though offering two of
the largest displacement V8 engines ever installed in a production vehicle by Ford, the car's
considerable weight combined with low power output caused by restrictive emissions
technology resulted in modest performance. As might also be expected from installing a large
displacement V8 in a heavy car, fuel efficiency was poor. The big Thunderbirds were popular
with sales peaking at over 87, units in in spite of the oil crisis , but sales had slumped to less
than 43, by Finishing off the generation, sales saw an uptick to almost 53, units for
Acknowledging increasing fuel prices and more stringent federal emissions standards, a new,
downsized Thunderbird would appear for Even with the nearly 8 inches shorter length from the
Thunderbird only 1. It was not until the next generation model year that there was a dramatic
downsizing, from In essence, this generation was a continuation of the â€” Ford Elite , Ford's
first attempt at competing in the market created by the Pontiac Grand Prix and Chevrolet Monte
Carlo. Compared to the previous generation Thunderbird, the new car lost nearly 8 inches of
overall length at In California, the was the standard engine, and the was optionally available. For
the first time, a wide fixed "B" pillar was used, reflecting Detroit's abandonment of pillarless
hardtops in the mid- and lates. However, the door window glass remained frameless. In , Ford
offered the "Diamond Jubilee Edition" Thunderbird to commemorate the company's 75th year
as an auto manufacturer. Naturally, it included every option available except for a moonroof and
an engine block heater. A similar option package, called "Heritage", was available for Though
this generation was the most successful in sales with over , examples produced in its three-year
run, [2] Ford sought to downsize the Thunderbird further out of fuel efficiency and emissions
concerns, leading to a redesign for For the model year, the cu in engine was no longer available.
Reflecting a further industry-wide adoption of smaller vehicle designs in the interest of
improved fuel efficiency and emissions compliance, the Thunderbird was redesigned for on the
compact Ford Fox platform , which first appeared only two years prior as the basis for the Ford
Fairmont. The squarish styling seen in the previous generation of the Thunderbird was favored
for the new model, but now utilizing a smaller car platform. Frameless door glass was no longer
used; a chrome metal frame was used instead, making the car look more like a two-door sedan.
Combined with the poor performing 4. The available 5. For this was followed up with the
replacement of the straight-six with a more modern V6, the 3. It came equipped with a Motorcraft
2V carburetor. Hurting the Thunderbird's sales performance further, the V8 did not return for ,
leaving the Cubic inch V8 as the only alternative engine. At , examples produced between and ,

the eighth generation of the Thunderbird was barely more successful than the final model year
of the previous Thunderbird generation. In response to the lackluster reception of the
eighth-generation â€” Thunderbird, Ford executed a significant redesign for Though based on
the Fox body as the previous Thunderbird, the new Thunderbird featured a radically sleeker,
more aerodynamic body and a slightly shorter wheelbase of To power the new Thunderbird, the
3. All-new, and a Thunderbird first, was a turbocharged 2. Another first was the availability of a
5-speed manual transmission with the turbocharged four. In , the higher trim model was the
Heritage; this was renamed the Elan in There was also a Fila-branded model. In , a special 30th
Anniversary edition was available, with special Medium Regatta Blue Metallic paint, special
graphics, and trim. For the Thunderbird received a significant refresh complete with new
sheetmetal and a revised front fascia with aerodynamic composite headlamps. Mechanically the
car was mostly unchanged. On December 26, , a completely redesigned Thunderbird was
introduced as a model along with the similar Mercury Cougar. Significantly, the Thunderbird
was the first in the car's history not to offer a V8 engine, instead offering two different versions
of Ford's 3. The naturally aspirated V6 came with an AOD 4-speed automatic transmission as
standard equipment. The Super Coupe's engine had the same 3. Among the modifications, the
engine block and heads were modified to enhance coolant flow, the crankshaft was upgraded to
a fully counterweighted forged unit, the billet roller cam had a unique profile, and the pistons
were made of a stronger hypereutectic alloy. The supercharger utilized was an Eaton M90
Roots-style , designed for mounting atop the intake manifold. In for the model year, a V8 was
offered in the Thunderbird once again, slotting in between the standard and supercharged
versions of the 3. The V8 5. For , there was a one-year-only Thunderbird Sport model featuring
the 5. In , the model year Thunderbird received a substantial refresh, including stylistic changes
inside and out and mechanical enhancements. In particular, the Windsor 5. The performance
increase is largely attributed to the tighter gap tolerance of the supercharger rotors allowed by
the use of resin coating and a new high flow supercharger case. Simultaneously, the AOD
automatic transmission was replaced by the also-new electronically controlled 4R70W 4-speed
automatic in all instances where the AOD was previously used in the Thunderbird. In , Ford did
little to commemorate the Thunderbird's 40th anniversary; instead, choosing to reduce its
investment in the tenth generation model. While the Thunderbird received minor changes for ,
the Super Coupe model was discontinued the previous year and the options list for the
remaining models was condensed. In the mids, Ford decided to discontinue the tenth
generation Thunderbird with the last example of the car rolling off the assembly line in Lorain,
Ohio on September 4, After a five year hiatus, Ford introduced the Thunderbird. Though the
Thunderbird's exterior styling was unique relative to the others, the instrument panel, steering
wheel, and other trim pieces were borrowed from Lincoln LS. The sole engine of the
Thunderbird was a Jaguar-designed AJ 3. Complementing the extra power and torque provided
by the AJ V8, a manual shift feature for the 5-speed automatic called SelectShift was available
as an option in and later Thunderbirds. With sales dropping off significantly after its first model
year, Ford ended Thunderbird production with the model year. The last Thunderbird was
manufactured on July 1, In the season, most teams returned to using the conventional full-sized
Ford body style, and the T-Bird made only sporadic appearances through the rest of the s, with
no additional wins. Beginning in , Thunderbird bodied racecars replaced the Torino as Ford's
primary body style in NASCAR , starting a trend of luxury coupe type bodystyles eventually the
Imperial would also be seen racing being used as a sheet metal source on the race track. Bobby
Allison won 13 races with this car driving for owner Bud Moore in the through seasons even
though the cars looked boxy and un-aerodynamic. During the period â€”, the downsized and
aerodynamically clean Thunderbirds were successful in NASCAR stock car racing before they
were replaced by Taurus -based bodies in Alan Kulwicki also won the championship in in a car
nicknamed "Underbird", due to his underdog status as a driver. From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia. For other uses, see T-Bird disambiguation. For other uses of thunderbird, see
thunderbird disambiguation. This article possibly contains original research. Please improve it
by verifying the claims made and adding inline citations. Statements consisting only of original
research should be removed. February Learn how and when to remove this template message.
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Sports car. The Pontiac Firebird is an American automobile that was built and produced by
Pontiac from the to model years. Designed as a pony car to compete with the Ford Mustang , it
was introduced on February 23, , simultaneous with GM's Chevrolet division platform-sharing
Camaro. The name "Firebird" was also previously used by GM for the General Motors Firebird in
the s and early s concept cars. The first generation Firebird had characteristic Coke bottle
styling shared with its cousin, the Chevrolet Camaro. Announcing a Pontiac styling trend, the
Firebird's bumpers were integrated into the design of the front end, giving it a more streamlined
look than the Camaro. Both a two-door hardtop and a convertible were offered through the
model year. Originally, the car was a "consolation prize" for Pontiac, which had desired to
produce a two-seat sports car based on its original Banshee concept car. However, GM feared
this would cut into Chevrolet Corvette sales, and gave Pontiac a piece of the " pony car " market
through sharing the F-body platform with Chevrolet. Power output of the other engines was
increased marginally. The styling difference from the to the model was the addition of
federally-mandated side marker lights : for the front of the car, the turn signals were made
larger and extended to wrap around the front edges of the car, and on the rear, the Pontiac
V-shaped Arrowhead logo was added to each side. The front door vent-windows were replaced
with a single pane of glass and Astro Ventilation, a fresh-air-inlet system. The model received a
major facelift with a new front end design but unlike the GTO, it did not have the Endura
bumper. The instrument panel and steering wheel were revised. A total of hardtops and eight
convertibles were made. Due to engineering problems that delayed the introduction of the
all-new Firebird beyond the usual fall debut, Pontiac continued production of model Firebirds
into the early months of the model year the other Pontiac models had been introduced on
September 18, By late spring of , Pontiac had deleted all model-year references on Firebird
literature and promotional materials, anticipating the extended production run of the
then-current models. Replacing the "Coke bottle" styling was a more "swoopy" body style,
while still retaining some traditional elements. The top of the rear window line going almost
straight down to the lip of the trunk lid, a look that was to epitomize F-body styling for the
longest period during the Firebird's lifetime. The new design was initially characterized by a
large B-pillar , until when the rear window was enlarged. The difference between the GTO and
Firebird engines was that the secondary carburetor's throttle linkage had a restrictor which
prevented the rear barrels from opening completely, [1] adjusting the linkage could allow full
carburetor operation resulting in identical engine performance. For the and model years, all
Firebirds equipped with radios had the antennas mounted "in-glass" in the windshield. During a
strike, the Firebird and the similar F-body Camaro were nearly dropped. Again the HO was the
only engine available for the Trans Am. Starting in , and continuing until , the Firebird was only
produced at the Norwood, Ohio , facility. That rating appeared in published model year Pontiac
literature, which had been printed prior to the "pre-production" engines "barely passing"
emissions testing, and the last minute switch to what became the production engine. The model
year production literature listed the specifications of the production engine SAE net
horsepower. In and , a special version of the , called the Super Duty SD , was offered. The SD
consisted of a strengthened cylinder block that included four-bolt main bearings and added
material in various locations for improved strength. Original plans called for a forged crankshaft
, although actual production SDs received nodular iron crankshafts with minor enhancements.
Forged rods and forged aluminum pistons were specified, as were unique high-flow cylinder

heads. The code cam identical grind to the RAIV "" cam was originally specified for the SD
engine and was fitted into the "pre-production" test cars source: former Pontiac special
projects engineer McCully , one of which was tested by both Hot Rod and Car and Driver
magazines. However, actual production cars were fitted with the milder cam and 1. This cam
and rocker combination, combined with a low compression ratio of 8. Production SD cars did
not have functional hood scoops, while the "pre-production" test cars did. This is also
consistent with the SAE net horsepower factory rating as measured at the crankshaft. Skip
McCully verified that no production SDs released to the public were fitted with the cam. When
asked about the compromises for the production SD engine, McCully responded,
"Compression, camshaft, jetting, and vacuum advance. However, that proved to be impossible
due to the emissions regulations of the era. This appeared in Super Stock and Drag Illustrated.
Pontiac offered the through the model year, but the engine could not meet tightening
restrictions on vehicle emissions. A total of 7, were produced with the engine. The models
featured a redesigned "shovel-nose" front end and new wide "slotted" taillights. A Firebird was
driven by Jim Rockford in the pilot movie and the first season â€” of The Rockford Files ; every
following season, Rockford would change to the next model year. However, in the sixth season
â€” , Rockford continued to drive the Firebird from season five, as the star, James Garner ,
disliked the model's restyled front end. The cars in the show were badged as lower-tier Esprit
models, but were Formulas with the twin-scoop hood replaced with a scoopless one. Another
hint was the twin exhausts and rear anti-roll bars that were not used on Esprit. The models
featured a new wraparound rear window with a revised roofline and the turn signals were moved
up from the valance panel to the grills which distinguished it from the previous year model. The
Super Duty engine, Muncie four-speed, and TurboHydramatic automatic were no longer
available in Due to the use of catalytic converters starting in , the THM would not fit alongside
the catalytic converter underneath the vehicle. The smaller TurboHydramatic automatic was
deemed enough. The was standard in the Trans Am and the was optional for both and models.
Pontiac celebrated its 50th anniversary year in A removable T-top developed by Hurst was
optional, but proved problematic. A slanted-front facelift occurred in Early built versions were
supplied with an off-center scoop. In addition, California and high-altitude cars received the
Olds engine, which offered a slightly higher compression ratio and a more usable torque band
than the Pontiac engines of From to , the Firebird used four square headlamps, while the
Camaro continued to retain the two round headlights that had been shared by both
second-generation designs. Changes for were slight, with a switch from a honeycomb to a
crosshatch pattern grille being the most obvious from the outside. The limited touring package
LT also included a cabin roof, door, fender and hood graphics scheme, the Trans-Am sports
handling package with HD gas shocks, modular alloy wheels, and the SE Trans-Am rear deck
spoiler with "Formula" word graphic detail. T-tops in transitioned from Hurst units to Fisher GM
in mid-year. Painted in Roman Red with a matching red interior it had a Gold pinstripe treatment
with Red Bird graphics on the b-pillars. It also utilized the Trans-Am style steering wheel and
dash except these were finished with gold spokes and a gold dash face which was unique to the
Red Bird option. The engineers also revised the compression ratio in the ci through the
installation of different cylinder heads with smaller combustion chambers Pontiac engines also
had the heads bolted to the blocks, these heads were known as the 6x-4 heads and were taken
from the Pontiac The front end was restyled for , which also marked the 10th anniversary of the
Trans Am. A limited-edition anniversary package was made available: platinum silver paint with
charcoal gray upper paint accents and mirrored t-tops, and a special interior featuring silver
leather seats with custom-embroidered Firebird emblems and aircraft-inspired red lighting for
the gauges. The 10th-anniversary cars also featured special 10th-anniversary decals, including
a Firebird hood decal that extended off of the hood and onto the front fenders. The only option
on these cars was the engine the was not certified for California, nor was cruise control
available with it , which dictated the transmission and the gear ratio 3. Car and Driver magazine
named the Trans Am with the WS6 performance package the best handling car of In Pontiac
sold , Trans Ams, the highest sold in a year. In , ever-increasing emissions restrictions led
Pontiac to drop all of its large-displacement engines. The , offered in as a credit option, was
now the standard engine. Options included a turbocharged or the Chevrolet small block. The
turbocharged used a Garrett TB turbo forcing air through a single Rochester Quadrajet 4-barrel
carburetor, which was, however, too antiquated to take full advantage of the forced air from the
turbo. Also, low-octane 87â€”90 fuels would have led to severe detonation had it not been for
the engine control unit , which led to the cars feeling not very powerful at all. Some owners have
claimed quite reasonable performance numbers with the modern fuels though. In the final year
of the second-generation Firebirds , Trans Am still used the same engines as it had in the
previous model year, with the only change being the addition of a new electronic carburetion

system. In the later second-generation cars, Norwood used lacquer-based paint there is an "L"
on the cowl tag , and Van Nuys used water-based paint there is a "W" on the cowl tag , due to
California's tightening pollution regulations. The water-based paint often failed and delaminated
during the warranty period and subsequently, cars had to be repainted. The availability and cost
of gasoline two fuel crises had occurred by this time meant the weight and the fuel
consumption of the third-generation had to be considered in the design. In F-body development,
both the third generation Firebird and Camaro were proposed as possible front-wheel drive
platforms, but the idea was scrapped. Computerized engine management was in its infancy, and
with fuel efficiency being the primary objective, it was not possible to have high horsepower
and torque numbers. They did manage to cut enough weight from the design so that
acceleration performance would be better than the models. They also succeeded in reducing
fuel consumption, offering a four-cylinder Firebird that would provide 34 miles per US gallon 6.
They created a modern platform so that when engine technology advanced, they would have a
well-balanced package with acceleration, braking, handling, and aerodynamics. The Firebird
and Camaro were completely redesigned for the model year, with the windshield slope set at 62
degrees, about three degrees steeper than anything GM had ever tried before , and for the first
time, a large, glass-dominated hatchback that required no metal structure to support it. Two
concealed pop-up headlights, a first on the F-Body cars, were the primary characteristic that
distinguished the third generation Firebird from both its Camaro sibling and its prior form a
styling characteristic carried into the fourth generation's design. Wind tunnels were used to
form the new F-Body platform's shape, and Pontiac took full advantage of it. The aerodynamic
developments extended to the finned aluminum wheels with smooth hubcaps and a functional
rear spoiler. However, any buyer ordering this option could only order the cu in 5. The
Notchback was a special fiberglass rear deck lid, replacing the long-sloped window with a short
vertical rear window, resembling the back of a Ferrari GTO. Approximately of these Notchbacks
were built in and offered for sale by Pontiac. Promotion was only in the form of a sheet in the
back of a notebook of available options. Problems with incorrect fitting of the Notchbacks to the
GTAs at the Van Nuys plant often resulted in delays of several months for buyers who wanted
this option. Pontiac had to repair them under warranty, sanding down the imperfections, and
repainting them, only to have more flaws resurface months later. Because of the poor quality
and numerous expensive warranty repairs and repainting, the Notchback was subsequently
canceled for the 20th Anniversary Turbo Trans Am, although a few were produced. The
fourth-generation Firebird amplified the aerodynamic styling initiated by the previous
generation. While the live rear axle and floorpan aft of the front seats remained largely the same,
ninety percent of the Firebird's parts were all-new. Standard manual transmissions were the T5
five-speed manual for the V6s, Borg-Warner's T56 six-speed manual for the V8s. The 4L60
four-speed automatic was optional for both in , becoming the 4L60E with built-in electronic
controls in Beginning mid-year onward, a Series II 3. From to , the sole engine for the Formula
and Trans Am was the 5. Steering wheel audio controls were included with optional uplevel
cassette or compact disc stereo systems. Beginning with model year cars, "Delco "-series
stereo systems replaced the previous Delco units. Also in , the fourth-generation convertible
was available; every Firebird and Camaro convertible featured a glass rear window with a
built-in electric defroster. The models were the same as those of previous years, but traction
control ASR: acceleration slip regulation was available for LT1 Firebirds, controlled by a switch
on the console. The steering wheels in all Firebirds were also changed; their optional built-in
audio controls were more closely grouped on each side. The "Trans Am GT" trim level was
dropped from the lineup after its model year run in For , all Trans Ams received mph
speedometers and Z-rated tires. The 'transmission perform' button was available only in the and
Formula and Trans Am. This option was stopped for the and later models, but the unused
connections remain available for and Formula and Trans Am. Firebird performance levels
improved for , with the establishment of the stronger hp 3. Optional performance enhancements
were available for each Firebird trim level; the Y87 performance packages for V6s added
mechanical features of the V8 setups, such as four-wheel disc brakes, faster-response steering,
limited-slip rear differential, and dual tailpipes. Bilstein shocks were a further option with the
package. The model year introduced standard air conditioning, daytime running lamps utilizing
the front turn signal lamps , digital odometers, and optional watt Monsoon cassette or compact
disc stereo systems to all Firebird trim levels. The WS6 "Ram Air" performance package was
now also an option for the Formula and Trans Am convertibles, although these convertibles did
not receive the inch wheel-and-tire combination. There were 41 Formula convertibles and Trans
Am convertibles produced from to with the WS6 package. In , in relation to the Camaro, the
Firebird received a mid-cycle refresh for the model year. Major changes included a new hood
and front fascia with dual intakes, retracting quad halogen headlights, circular turn signals and

fog lamps, a front license plate pocket, lower fender air vents, unified-style lower door raised
lettering for each trim level, and a new "honeycomb" rear light panel, with circular reverse
lamps. In the dashboard, "next-generation" reduced-force dual airbags became standard. As
before, the Formula and Trans Am again received a close derivative of the Corvette's 5. The
Formula convertible was no longer offered. Beginning in for models, a standard An electronic
brakeforce distribution EBD system replaced the old hydraulic proportioning valve for improved
brake performance. An enhanced sensing and diagnostic module SDM recorded vehicle speed,
engine rpm, throttle position, and brake use in the last five seconds prior to airbag deployment.
In , the WS6 performance package was available exclusively for model year Trans Am coupe
and convertible variants. For , more convenience items such as power mirrors and power
antenna became standard equipment, while cassette stereos were phased out. A total of
Firehawks were built for T-top Formula coupes and convertibles could also be optioned as
Firehawks beginning in For and , the Firehawk gained rectangular driving lights mounted inside
the front scoops and except Firehawk convertibles the Trans Am's elevated rear wing. A total of
29 LT4-powered Firehawks were produced. A 10th-anniversary Firehawk was available in ,
distinguished as a black Trans Am coupe units and convertible 16 units with gold-painted hood
stripes prototype only , gold vinyl stripes on hood and spoiler production , gold inch wheels,
and gold tailpipe tips. Trans Am GTs did not receive any special badging, graphics, or emblems,
and looked externally identical to the base Trans Am cars. Both base Trans Ams and Trans am
GTs could be ordered as a coupe, T-top, or convertible versions and were both available with
automatic or manual transmissions. Because the title is based on the VIN alone, titles and
registrations often list all of the packages, but it does not mean the car is equipped with any
certain package. It also featured white-painted, five-spoke, inch alloy wheels, and white leather
seats and door trim. This edition was available in either coupe or convertible form. An available
75th Anniversary Package incorporated a power and performance package that included power
door locks including retained accessory power, power windows including express down drivers
side, dual power sport mirrors, power antenna. There were a total of of these packages sold in ,
on the L36 Firebird, on the Formula W66 coupe, 5 on Formula Firehawks, and 2 on Trans-Ams.
The Trans Am was a specialty package for the Firebird, typically upgrading handling ,
suspension , and horsepower , as well as minor appearance modifications such as exclusive
hoods , spoilers , fog lights and wheels. Four distinct generations were produced between and
These cars were built on the F-body platform , which was also shared by the Chevrolet Camaro.
The second generation was available from to The GTA along with the Formula model that was
intended to fill the gap between the base model Firebird and mid-level Trans Am was the
brainchild of former Pontiac marketing manager Lou Wassel. It was intended to be the
"ultimate" Trans Am and was the most expensive Firebird available. The GTA equipment
package officially went on sale in and avoided a gas-guzzler tax thanks to its lightweight PW
inch gold cross-lace wheels. The high-performance WS6 suspension package was also re-tuned
to offer a more compliant ride while still maintaining tight handling characteristics. Engine
choices consisted of an L98 5. A five-speed manual was available but was mated to the 5. The
GTA trim level was available from through the model year. Beitzel and his team did most of the
TTA development work. The 3. The cars were then shipped back to PAS for final assembly,
testing, and quality control. Incidentally, the GTA chassis were selected at random, thus there is
no correlation between the VIN and production sequence number. The initial number of cars to
be produced had ranged from to 2, until GM finally settled on 1, In all, a total of 1, Turbo Trans
Ams were manufactured. One of these served as the Indianapolis pace car. From through , the
current model year Firebird was used, always finished in Copper Mist gold. For better stunt
performance, the cars were built to Formula specifications but were badged to look like the
luxury-focused Esprit. Both cars were driven by Burt Reynolds in the films. Aside from many
useful features, the car has a built-in computer that interacts with Knight with the voice by an
uncredited William Daniels. He was also an avid Firebird collector after filming the movies
Hooper and also the Smokey and the Bandit movie series. Firebirds were used in the Trans-Am
series in the s and s. When the Firebird Trans Am was released, there was controversy over the
model's inability to compete in the Trans-Am because the smallest available engine was too
large for use in the series at cubic inches 6. The name also caused controversy because it was
used without permission from the SCCA , who threatened suit. When the Trans-Am was last
seen, the model year Firebirds were in use. He used it for three seasons, winning the
championship in all three years. The Firebird body also replaced the Oldsmobile Cutlass in the
pro stock class in , forcing drivers Warren Johnson , Jerry Eckman, and Mark Pawuk to replace
their body styles for the year. None of them would win with the first year of the Firebird body,
but pro stock driver Jim Yates, a second-year driver, using the Firebird body, did. From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Car model. For other uses, see Firebird disambiguation. Motor
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