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Nissan Altima. No expensive tools or diagnostic equipment are needed to test the ignition
system, and this tutorial will show you just how to do it step by step. With the tests in this
tutorial, you'll be able to test and diagnose: A BAD power transistor ignition control module , or
a bad ignition coil, or a bad distributor cap, or bad spark plug wires on your Nissan Altima's 2.
Here are a couple of other symptoms your Nissan Altima may experience with a misfire
condition:. If the Altima's power transistor ignition control module or the ignition coil is bad,
then the most common symptom is that your vehicle will crank but not start and there will be no
spark at any of the spark plug wires. The Nissan Altima's ignition system is a pretty straight
forward distributor type system with an externally mounted ignition coil and a power transistor.
This is what happens, in a nutshell, when you turn the key and crank the Altima's engine:. Any
malfunction in any of these components and the Altima will either not start or will start but run
with a misfire. Now, to test either of these conditions is not difficult at all and with the simple
and easy tests presented in this test article you'll be able to find the exact cause of your Nissan
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system with an externally mounted ignition coil and a power transistor. The PCM uses these
signals to know where each piston is at in relation to its combustion cycle and with this info, the
PCM knows when to start activating the power tra
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nsistor, the fuel injectors and a host of other things to get your Nissan Altima started and
running. So then, after receiving the crank angle sensor signal, the PCM sends the power
transistor a Triggering signal that tells the power transistor exactly when to activate the ignition
coil. The power transistor activates the ignition coil by opening and closing the Primary Current
circuit of the ignition coil and as you may already be aware it's this opening and closing action
that makes the ignition coil spark away. The spark created by the ignition coil is fed to the
distributor cap via a high tension wire that connects the ignition coil do the distributor cap. The
distributor cap transmits this spark to the rotating distributor rotor and from there to the
appropriate distributor cap tower. From the distributor tower, the spark is taken directly to the
spark plug via a spark plug wire. Applies To:. Nissan Vehicles:. Do NOT follow this link or you
will be banned from the site! Hate Spam.

