2004 pontiac sunfire alternator
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Light still came on. We have cleaned ALL connections including the grounding strap. Car starts
and runs great! Wipers are now running as they should, lights are bright, but battery light will
come on on dash still. Verified and the wire on the alternator is secured to "BAT" connection
What gives???? So we have a Pontiac Sunfire, 2. Bought the car, used it not even 24 hours later
the battery light came on, did a multimeter test, showed the alternator was bad, bought a new
one and ch My car was idling and in park then all of a sudden it jerked and a few poot poots
came from the engine and died. I tried to start the engine, it cranks over but doesn't stay on.
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around on outstanding parts at reasonable rates, point your browser at Skip to main content
Menu. Close X. Call To Order: To return a part, simply submit a support ticket within 30 days of
ordering and we will issue you an RMA number to return your product. See customer service
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Generation amps A. Read more reviews. Catalog: E. Vehicle Engine Pontiac Vibe. Catalog: B.
Vehicle Engine Pontiac Montana. Vehicle Engine Pontiac Grand Am. Catalog: C. Vehicle Pontiac
Grand Prix. Vehicle Engine Pontiac Grand Prix. Vehicle Engine Pontiac G8. Catalog: A. Catalog:
F. Vehicle Pontiac Star Chief. Catalog: H. Catalog: T. Catalog: P. Vehicle Engine Pontiac G6.
Catalog: Q. Catalog: S. Catalog: N. The alternator's output reaches the battery across the wire
that's connected to the alternator's stud via a nut. The stud that I'm referring to is the one that
the red multimeter test lead is connected to in the illustration above. This battery wire that
connects to this stud has an inline fusible link and it sometimes gets blown. When this
happens, the alternator's output won't reach the battery and make you believe that the
alternator is bad. So, in this test, we're gonna' do a simple multimeter resistance test to see if

it's OK or if it's blown. NOTE: The battery negative - terminal must be disconnected from the
battery before you begin this test. Disconnect the battery negative - terminal and set your
multimeter to Ohms mode. Don't proceed to the next step without first disconnecting the battery
from its negative cable. Connect the red multimeter test lead to the stud on the rear of the
alternator. Connect the black multimeter test lead to the battery positive cable. See the
illustration above. If the fusible link is OK, your multimeter should read continuity. If the fusible
link is blown, your multimeter will show a reading of OL. This is the correct and expected test
result. If your car is a Chevrolet Cavalier or a Classic, then you can consider the alternator as
bad only if your test result in TEST 1 indicated a battery voltage of CASE 2: The fusible link is
blown. This test result tells you that the alternator's charge is NOT reaching the battery.
Replacing the fusible link should solve your No Charge condition. You'll have to investigate the
reason this fusible link blew, since they don't get blown for no particular reason. NOTE: This
section applies on to the 2. If this fuse is blown, the alternator will not charge the battery. Now,
in case you're wondering where this fuse is located: it's usually located in the fuse and relay
box under the hood. This is good and let's you know that the alternator has all of the power
sources it needs to charge, since it isn't, this result also let's you know that the alternator is bad
and needs to be replaced. Replace the fuse with another of the same amperage rating 10 amps
and start the car and check to see if the alternator is now charging the battery by repeating
TEST 1. Not sure if the above alternator and alternator belt fit you particular 2. Don't worry, once
you get to the site, they'll make sure the parts fit and if they don't they'll ask you about your
vehicle's specifics to find you the right parts. How To Test The Alternator 2. As an Amazon
Associate, I may earn a small commission from qualifying purchases from the Amazon product
links from this website. Your purchase helps support my work in bringing you real diagnostic
testing information to help you solve the problem! Page 1 Page 2. These are the test steps: 1. If
this info saved the day, buy me a beer! All Articles: 2. Applies To:. Chevrolet Vehicles:.
Oldsmobile Vehicles:. Pontiac Vehicles:. Do NOT follow this link or you will be banned from the
site! If your car has the battery light shining nice and bright, once you start its engine, there's a
good chance that the alternator has failed. The cool thing is that alternator can be tested with a
simple multimeter and it's a very easy test. In this tutorial I will show you how do it. NOTE: This
tutorial applies to quite a few 2. All of these use the same alternator. Cranking your car's engine
to get it started places a pretty heavy load on the battery. Eventually, cranking the engine would
completely discharge the battery if it weren't recharged. So, once the engine starts, it's the
alternator's job to recharge the battery and have it ready for the next engine start. Other things
that place an electrical load on the alternator are: the fuel pump, air conditioning system,
exterior lights headlights, brake lights, turn signals , etc. Here again, it's the alternator's job to
meet their electrical demand once the engine is running of course while recharging the battery.
By now I'm sure that you're seeing what an important and critical component the alternator is to
your car. When it fails you'll see one of the following symptoms:. The very first thing we'll do, to
see if the alternator has failed, is to check the battery's voltage with the engine running. If the
alternator is OK and doing its job, you should see a battery voltage of If the alternator has failed,
then you're gonna' see a voltage of about This voltage value will decrease the longer the engine
is running. If you don't have a multimeter and need to buy one, check out my recommendations
here: Buying A Digital Multimeter For Automotive Diagnostic Testing at: easyautodiagnostics.
Crank and start your 2. Probe the positive battery terminal with the red multimeter test lead.
With the black multimeter test lead, probe the negative battery terminal on the battery on your 2.
Your multimeter is gonna' register one of two possible readings and they are : 1. A steady Or
Put an electrical load on the alternator to further confirm that it's either charging or not
charging. You can do this by turning on every accessory possible inside the vehicle. Your
multimeter will show you one of two things as you turn on all of this stuff : 1. The multimeter will
register a nice and steady It will register CASE 1: Your test result indicates This voltage test
result tells you that the alternator is working charging the battery. No further testing is required,
since this multimeter test result eliminates the alternator on your 2. Now, if you're having to
jump-start the car to get it going then this test result points to a bad battery or a parasitic drain.
A parasitic drain is tech-speak for something staying on usually inside the car, for example: a
dome-light and draining the battery while the engine is off. This result usually tells you that the
alternator has failed and that it needs to be replaced. How To Test The Alternator 2. Some
people dream of things that never were and ask, Why not? As an Amazon Associate, I may earn
a small commission from qualifying purchases from the Amazon product links from this
website. Your purchase helps support my work in bringing you real diagnostic testing
information to help you solve the problem! Page 1 Page 2. Contents of this tutorial:. All Articles:
2. Applies To:. Chevrolet Vehicles:. Oldsmobile Vehicles:. Pontiac Vehicles:. Do NOT follow this
link or you will be banned from the site! Skip to main content. Include description. Brand Type.
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e other hand, supplies electrical energy to your car when the engine is off. Also, the battery
provides the current needed to energize the starter, which then cranks the engine to get it
running. Automotive professionals break down no-start situations into two separate categories:
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