2003 ford focus cooling system

As the coolant moves through the engine it absorbs heat generated by the combustion process.
Heat coolant is released to the air in the radiator as air is pulled across it's cooling fins by the
electric fan. To keep the engine cool, the fans must work properly and the coolant must flow
freely through the engine. Allow the engine to cool completely. Visually inspect the radiator
hoses for obvious splits and leaks that could cause coolant to be lost and overheating to occur.
Verify the serpentine belt isn't missing. The water pump is driven by a single serpentine belt
that also drives the alternator and power steering. Check the coolant level in the expansion tank
located on the passenger side of the engine compartment. The tank is clearly marked low and
full. Add coolant as needed. Remove the pressure cap from the top of the expansion tank and
attach the pressure tester to the expansion tank in its place. Pump the pressure tester until the
pressure on the tester's gauge measures the same as the pressure marked on the top of the
pressure cap. Inspect all radiator and coolant hoses for leaks and replace any leaking hoses.
Inspect the water pump for leaks behind the water pump pulley. Replace the water pump if it
leaks behind the pulley. Start the engine and allow it to run until the thermostat opens. The
upper radiator hose will get hot when this happens. If the engine overheats and the upper hose
remains cool -- replace the thermostat. Observe the cooling fans. They should come on
automatically shortly after the thermostat opens. If the fans do not come on and the engine
overheats turn off the engine. Unplug the electrical connector for the cooling fan motor located
on the bottom of the fan motor. Check cooling fan operation using a test light to verify the
power and ground when the engine is hot. Start the engine. Clip the test light to the negative
battery terminal and probe the fan's electrical connector. One of the terminals in the connector
should cause the test light to come on when it is touched with the probe indicating power is
being supplied to the fan. Switch the test light to the positive battery terminal and touch the
terminals in the connector. The opposite terminal in the connector should cause the test light to
come on, indicating ground is supplied to the fan. If power and ground are supplied and the fan
doesn't come on, replace the fan motor. Replace the cooling fan fuse if the previous test
showed that power was not supplied to the fans. If ground was not supplied to the fans, replace
the coolant sensor screwed into the cylinder head below the ignition coils on the driver's side of
the engine. Lee Sallings is a freelance writer from Fort Worth, Texas. Specializing in website
content and design for the automobile enthusiast, he also has many years of experience in the
auto repair industry. He began his writing career developing and teaching automotive technical
training programs. Step 1 Allow the engine to cool completely. Step 2 Check the coolant level in
the expansion tank located on the passenger side of the engine compartment. Step 3 Pump the
pressure tester until the pressure on the tester's gauge measures the same as the pressure
marked on the top of the pressure cap. Step 4 Start the engine and allow it to run until the
thermostat opens. Step 5 Observe the cooling fans. Step 6 Check cooling fan operation using a
test light to verify the power and ground when the engine is hot. Step 7 Switch the test light to
the positive battery terminal and touch the terminals in the connector. Wear safety glasses and
work gloves when working around a running engine to prevent serious injuries. Three problems
related to engine cooling system have been reported for the Ford Focus. The most recently
reported issues are listed below. Please also check out the statistics and reliability analysis of
the Ford Focus based on all problems reported for the Focus. I have a Ford Focus and the
thermostat housing unit is cracked. When it cracked, and started to leak, it caused a lot of
smoke, and when it started to leak, due to the temperature of the coolant inside, it burned
through other hoses attached and almost started a fire. The part is made out of plastic should
be made of some type of metal such as aluminum due to the high temperatures involved
consistently , and 4 certified auto technicians that I talked to said that they replace dozens of
them on Ford Focus's every year. They say that "it is a known problem with Ford's various
Focus years, and should have been recalled a long time ago. The problem starts by some
coolant leaking slowly, and within a week even after continuously adding coolant , the leak
becomes larger and larger, causing the damage listed above, and causing the heater to not
work. Why is this a very well-known problem to Ford; a problem that can cause serious safety
issues, yet they do nothing for the tens-of-thousands of people that have encountered this
problem? The Ford replacement part for the defective part is rh I have the old part available for
inspection if needed. I have replaced the transmission, the water pump, the thermostat, and all
radiator hoses. The car overheats daily still. The stereo cuts on and off and can't be turned off
by the power button. The rear left seatbelt is stuck where it can't be used. The driver window fell
into the door, when the panel was removed it showed that the whole wire system had snapped.
The driver door also can only be opened from the inside. The contact owns a Ford Focus. After
driving the vehicle between minutes, the vehicle will not restart after it has been turned off. The
contact took the vehicle to the dealer and they replaced the entire coolant system. Two weeks
later, the failure recurred three different times. He took the vehicle back to the same dealer and

they stated that due to the mileage, the contact would have to pay for the same repair again. The
vehicle has not been repaired again. The failure mileage was 72, and current mileage was 73,
Car Problems. Engine Cooling System problem 1. Engine Cooling System problem 2. Engine
Cooling System problem 3. Engine And Engine Cooling problems Engine And Engine Cooling
problems. Car Stall problems. Engine problems. Engine Stall problems. Engine Belts And
Pulleys problems. Engine Exhaust System problems. Emission Control problems. Engine Shut
Off Without Warning problems. Radiator problems. Engine Failure problems. Check Engine
Light On problems. I have a ford focus can i bleed the coolant by simply running the car in idle
with the cap of the coolant Reservoir off it's a 2. Paul answered 3 years ago. Bleeding the
radiator is the process of releasing the air that may become trapped in the upper portion of a
car's radiator. Over time, air finds its way into the overflow tube and reservoir of your radiator
system. When this happens, it may create air bubbles that actually block or prevent coolant
from passing through hoses and tubes in your cooling system. Some vehicles have a radiator
bleeder valve located at the top or front of the radiator. This valve is made specifically for
bleeding off air that becomes trapped in the upper portion of the radiator Elevate the car. Simply
jacking up the front end of your vehicle lifts your radiator to a point that is higher than the rest
of the cooling system. This will help force air pockets closed and dissipate air bubbles into the
atmosphere. When elevating your vehicle, make sure that the radiator cap or reservoir tank cap
is loose, to help speed the process Start the car with the radiator cap off. One of the easiest
ways to bleed your car's radiator is to simply remove the radiator cap and then start your
engine. Leave the vehicle running until it reaches its normal operating temperature. It may take
between 15 or 20 minutes before your car generates enough heat to push out the air that has
been trapped in your car's cooling system. You may find that you need to add additional
coolant, as air pockets can artificially inflate coolant levels. Jesus answered 2 years ago.
Guru1NGF6 answered about a year ago. Yes thats one way but most newer cars have a air
pressure release bolt with a tiny hole on top almost like a break bleeder bolt. Bought a car from
chariots car centre today absolutely lovely Would really like to post a review but not sure how
to. I am concerned about how far the ford focus can go before it reaches it's maximum amount
of miles. I know that the Chevrolet Malibus have , miles on the engine I had my ford focus right
front wheel bearing replaced and when I got my car back after it was done, the ABS light and
tracking car light went on. How do I get rid of these two lights? I have a different car. Content
submitted by Users is not endorsed by CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus,
and should not be considered reviewed, screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to
CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our
policies. How too bleed coolant. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo
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transmission, the water pump, the thermostat, and all radiator hoses. The car overheats daily
still. The stereo cuts on and off and can't be turned o
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ff by the power button. The rear left seatbelt is stuck where it can't be used. The driver window
fell into the door, when the panel was removed it showed that the whole wire system had

snapped. The driver door also can only be opened from the inside. The contact owns a Ford
Focus. After driving the vehicle between minutes, the vehicle will not restart after it has been
turned off. The contact took the vehicle to the dealer and they replaced the entire coolant
system. Two weeks later, the failure recurred three different times. He took the vehicle back to
the same dealer and they stated that due to the mileage, the contact would have to pay for the
same repair again. The vehicle has not been repaired again. The failure mileage was 72, and
current mileage was 73, Search CarComplaints. Ford Focus ignition Ford Explorer transmission
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