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recording or by any information storage and retrieval system or translation in whole or part is
not permitted without written authorization from Ford Motor Company. Page 4 Introduction
These are some of the symbols you may see on your vehicle. Page 6: Instrumentation
Instrumentation Instrument panel dimmer switch pg. Page 7 Electronic sound system pg. Page
9 3. The fuel cap may not have been properly installed and securely tightened. After three
driving cycles without these or any other temporary malfunctions present, the Check Engine
light should turn off. If the light fails to illuminate, continues to flash or remains on, have the
system serviced immediately. Safety belt Momentarily illuminates when the ignition is turned to
the ON position to remind you to fasten your safety belts. Page 11 Instrumentation Turn signal
Illuminates when the left or right turn signal or the hazard lights are turned on. If one or both of
the indicators stay on continuously or flash faster, check for a burned-out turn signal bulb.
Refer to Bulbs in the Maintenance and care chapter. High beams Illuminates when the high
beam headlamps are turned on. Illuminates when four-wheel drive low is engaged. If the light
continues to flash have the system serviced. It turns off when the speed control OFF control is
pressed, the brake or clutch if equipped is applied or the ignition is turned to the OFF position.
Engine coolant temperature gauge Indicates the temperature of the engine coolant. If it enters
the red section, the engine is overheating. Page Trip Odometer Never remove the coolant
reservoir cap while the engine is running or hot. This gauge indicates the temperature of the
engine coolant, not the coolant level. If the coolant is not at its proper level the gauge indication
will not be accurate. Odometer Registers the total kilometers miles of the vehicle. Page 16
Instrumentation Battery voltage gauge This shows the battery voltage when the ignition is in the
ON position. Engine oil pressure gauge This shows the engine oil pressure in the system. Page
18 Instrumentation For maximum accuracy of this display feature, the ignition should be in the
OFF position during fueling. See your dealer or qualified service technician for system
maintenance. Fuel status Press once to display the approximate amount of fuel Page 19 System
check Press the system check control to display the status of the following systems: engine oil
life left engine oil level voltage level engine coolant temperature washer fluid level fuel level The
engine oil life left has two phases. Rotate to the second position to also turn on the headlamps.
Foglamp control if equipped Turn on the low-beam headlamps or parking lamps and press the
foglamp control to activate the foglamps. Page 22 Controls and features Flash to pass Pull
toward you to activate and release to deactivate. Rotate up to brighten. Rotate down to dim.
Rotate to full up position past detent to turn on interior lamps. Page 23 Temperature control
knob Controls the temperature of the airflow inside the vehicle. Mode selector control Controls
the direction of the airflow to the inside of the vehicle. The air conditioning compressor can
operate in all modes except. Page 24 Controls and features Panel and floor -Distributes outside
air through the instrument panel registers and the floor ducts. Heating and air conditioning
capabilities are provided in this mode. For added customer comfort, when the temperature
control knob is anywhere in between the full hot and full cold positions, the air distributed
through the floor ducts will be slightly warmer than the air sent to the instrument panel
registers. Page 25 Remove any snow, ice or leaves from the air intake area at the bottom of the
windshield. If your vehicle has been parked with the windows closed during hot weather, the air
conditioner will do a much faster job of cooling if you drive for two or three minutes with the
windows open. The EATC will only operate when the vehicle is running. The selected
temperature and the word AUTO will appear in the display window. Page 27 Temperature
selection The display window indicates the selected temperature, function AUTO or one of the
override controls and manual control of fan speed if automatic fan speed is not desired. You
can override fan speed at any time. To control fan speed manually, use the thumbwheel or
steering wheel control to cancel automatic fan speed operation. Airflow is from the instrument
panel registers. This overrides the rear console fan speed control. Page 31 Remove any snow,
ice or leaves from the air intake area at the bottom of the windshield. Press the rear defroster
control to clear the rear window of thin ice and fog. A small LED will illuminate when the rear
defroster is activated. The ignition must be in the ON position to operate the rear window
defroster. Page 34 Controls and features To help avoid personal injury, always use caution
when in reverse and when using the reverse sensing system. This system is not designed to

prevent contact with small or moving objects. The system is designed to provide a warning to
assist the driver in detecting large stationary objects to avoid damaging the vehicle. Page 35
The reverse sensing system is automatically enabled when the gear selector is placed in R
Reverse and the ignition is ON. A reverse sensing control allows the driver to disable the
reverse sensing system only when the ignition is ON, and the gear selector is in R Reverse.
Turn the control to raise or lower volume. Page 37 Tune adjust The tune control works in radio
mode. Tune adjust in radio mode Press to move to the next frequency down the band whether
or not a listenable station is located there. Hold the control to move through the frequencies
quickly. Page 38 Controls and features Setting memory preset stations 1. Select the frequency
band with the AM or the FM select control. Select a station. Refer to Tune adjust or Seek
function for more information on selecting a station. Press and hold a memory preset control
until the sound returns, indicating the station is held in memory on the control you selected.
Page 39 Speaker balance adjust Speaker sound distribution can be adjusted between the right
and left speakers. Speaker fade adjust Speaker sound can be adjusted between the front and
rear speakers. Page 40 Controls and features selection. The tape deck stops and returns to play
mode when the AMS circuit senses a blank section on the tape. In order to ensure proper
operation of the AMS feature, the tape MUST have a blank section of at least four seconds
duration between programs. Rewind The rewind control works in tape mode. Page 41 Setting
the clock Press CLK to toggle between listening frequencies and clock mode while in radio
mode. Page 42 Controls and features When in clock mode, the media information will display for
10 seconds, when the radio is turned on, and then revert to clock information. Anytime that the
media is changed, new radio station, etc. Page 43 Turn the control to raise or lower volume.
Play will begin on the first track of the disc unless the CD changer is in shuffle mode. Refer to
Shuffle feature for more information. Page 45 Controls and features Scan function in radio mode
Press the SCAN control to hear a brief sampling of all listenable stations on the frequency band.
Press the SCAN control again to stop the scan mode. Page 46 Controls and features Speaker
balance adjust Speaker sound distribution can be adjusted between the right and left speakers.
Page 47 Fast forward The fast forward control works in CD mode. To fast forward in CD changer
mode, press the CD control preset Press the control again to deactivate fast forward mode.
Eject function Press the control to stop and eject a Compression feature Compression adjust
brings soft and loud CD passages together for a Page 48 Controls and features to decrease
hours and to increase hours. Page 51 Seek function in radio mode Press to find the next
listenable station down the frequency band. Press to find the next listenable station up the
frequency band. Seek function in tape mode Press to listen to the previous selection on the
tape. Press to listen to the next selection on the tape. Page 52 Controls and features Scan
function in tape mode Press the SCAN control to hear a short sampling of all selections on the
tape. The tape scans in a forward direction. To stop on a particular selection, press the control
again. Page Treble Adjust Starting autoset memory preset 1. Press the AUTO control. When the
first six strong stations are filled, the station stored in memory preset control 1 will start
playing. If there are less than six strong stations available on the frequency band, the remaining
memory preset controls will all store the last strong station available. Speaker balance adjust
Speaker sound distribution can be adjusted between the right and left speakers. Press the BAL
control then press: to shift sound to the left and to shift sound to the right. Press the button
during rewind or fast forward to stop the rewind or fast forward function. Eject function Press
the EJ control to stop and eject a tape. Press the EJ control to stop and eject a CD. Dolby noise
reduction Dolby noise reduction operates in tape mode. Page 57 Shuffle feature The shuffle
feature operates in CD mode if equipped and plays all tracks on the current disc in random
order. If equipped with the CD changer, the shuffle feature continues to the next disc after all
tracks on the current disc are played. If your vehicle has a separate clock module, other than
the digital radio display , the CLK button will not function in the above manner. Press the control to decrease volume. From the rear seat controls, volume control can be set no higher
than the current radio setting unless the speakers are turned off. Refer to Turning speakers on
and off. Turn control to raise or lower volume. Page 63 volume level, turn the audio system off
with the power control before switching off the ignition. Page 65 Seek function for CD changer if
equipped Press to seek to the previous track of the current disc. If a selection has been playing
for three seconds or more and you press , the CD changer will replay that selection from the
beginning. Page 66 Controls and features Setting memory preset stations 1. Page 67 to
decrease bass output and to increase bass output. Press the TREB control then press: to
decrease treble output and to increase treble output. Speaker balance adjust Speaker sound
distribution can be adjusted between the right and left Page 68 Controls and features Speaker
fade adjust Speaker sound can be adjusted between the front and rear speakers. Press the
FADE control then press: to shift sound to the front to shift sound to the rear. Pressing the

control for more than three seconds results in fast rewind. Fast forward The fast forward control
works in tape and CD modes. In the tape mode, tape direction will automatically reverse when
the end of the tape is reached. Page 70 Controls and features Compression adjust Compression
adjust brings soft and loud CD passages together for a more consistent listening level. Press
the COMP control to activate and deactivate compression adjust. Shuffle feature The shuffle
feature operates in CD mode and plays all tracks on the current disc in random order. Slide the
door to access the CD changer magazine. Press to eject the magazine. Page 78 Controls and
features If you pull too hard on the disc holder, the disc holder may come completely out of the
magazine. If this happens, reinsert the disc holder back into the magazine while pressing on the
lever A. Line up the CD with the groove of the disc holder. Page 79 The CD magazine may be
inserted or ejected with the radio power off. Keep the CD changer door closed. Coins and
foreign objects will damage the CD player and void your audio system warranty. Page 80
Controls and features Do not insert more than one disc into each slot of the CD changer
magazine. Do not insert any promotional odd shaped or sized discs, or discs with removable
labels into the CD player as jamming may occur. Page 81 Terrain. Static can be caused on AM
stations by power lines, electric fences, traffic lights and thunderstorms. Page 82 Controls and
features 4. ON, all electrical circuits operational. Warning lights illuminated. Key position when
driving. START, cranks the engine. Release the key as soon as the engine starts. If you drive up
or down a steep hill, your vehicle speed may vary momentarily slower or faster than the set
speed. Page 84 Controls and features You can accelerate with the accelerator pedal at any time
during speed control usage. Releasing the accelerator pedal will return your vehicle to the
previously programmed set speed. Page 85 To disengage speed control Depress the brake
pedal or Depress the clutch pedal if equipped. Disengaging the speed control will not erase the
previously programmed set speed. Pressing OFF will erase the previously programmed set
speed. Controls and features Hold the control while adjusting the wheel to the desired position,
then release the control to lock the steering wheel in position. Never adjust the steering wheel
when the vehicle is moving. Page 88 Controls and features Push tap the end of the stalk briefly
for a single swipe no wash. Push and hold for three swipes with wash. Push and hold for a
longer wash up to ten seconds. The door will open slightly and can be moved to full open. Moon
roof if equipped You can move the moon roof back to open the glass panel or tilt up to ventilate
the vehicle. Page 92 Controls and features Do not let children play with the moon roof. They
may seriously hurt themselves. The temperature display can be turned off and on by pressing
the MODE control on the overhead console. Page 93 Controls and features Compass zone
adjustment 1. Determine which magnetic zone you are in by referring to the zone map. The
display should show the current zone number. Page 94 Controls and features Compass
calibration adjustment Perform this adjustment in an open area free from steel structures and
high voltage lines: Press and hold the MODE control until CAL appears in the display
approximately eight seconds and release. Page 95 Programming 1. Prepare for programming
the HomeLink Universal Transceiver by erasing the three factory default codes by holding down
the two outside buttons until the red light begins to flash after 20 seconds. Release both
buttons. Hold the end of your hand-held transmitter 5â€”14 cm 2â€”5 inches away from the
HomeLink Universal Transceiver surface located on your visor while keeping the red light in
view. Page 96 Controls and features To program your hand-held transmitters: continue to hold
the button on the HomeLink Universal Transceiver. Page 97 3. Press and release the
programmed HomeLink button. Press and release the HomeLink button a second time to
complete the training process. Some garage door openers may require this procedure to be
done a third time to complete the training. The 2nd or 3rd press from step 3 will activate the
door. Page 98 Controls and features Operating TravelNote TravelNote records and stores
messages for up to three minutes in total length with simple controls. All you have to do is push
a button and begin speaking. Page 99 To delete a message: 1. Press and release the DEL button
while listening to a message or shortly after. The indicator light will flash green twice. Page
Controls and features 4. The autolamp automatically turns the lamps on and off. The indicator
light will illuminate when the headlamps turn on. Depress again to stop window operation. One
touch down can be deactivated during operation by pushing down on the top part of the driver
power window control. The rear doors can be opened from the outside when the doors are
unlocked. The childproof locks are located on rear edge of each rear door and must be set
separately for each door. Page Heated outside mirrors if equipped Both mirrors are heated
automatically to remove ice, mist and fog when the rear window defrost is activated. Do not
remove ice from the mirrors with a scraper or attempt to readjust the mirror glass if it is frozen
in place. Page Controls and features Use only soft cups in the cupholder. Hard objects can
injure you in a collision. Auxiliary power point The power point is an additional power source for
electrical accessories. Rear console features The rear console incorporates the following

features: air vents audio system controls If you find resistance when raising the armrest, make
sure the cupholder is fully closed or else damage may occur to the armrest. Page Controls and
features The liftgate door and window should be closed before driving your vehicle. If not,
possible damage may occur to the liftgate door lift cylinders and attaching hardware. Page 1.
Remove the shade from the vehicle and extend it with the smooth grain facing you. Wrap the
vinyl around the roller tube twice. Tuck the edges of the vinyl inside the end cap with each wrap.
Fold the edges of the vinyl towards the center, making sure that the edges clear the end cap
slots. The interior lamps will illuminate. Press the control a second time within five seconds to
unlock all doors. Locking the doors Press this control to lock all doors. To confirm all doors are
closed and locked, press the control a second time within five seconds. Memory seat feature if
equipped The remote entry system can also control the memory seat feature. Page Controls and
features The memory feature will continue to work from the door control even when deactivated
at the remote entry module. Replacing the battery The transmitter is powered by one coin type
three-volt lithium battery CR or equivalent. Typical operating range will allow you to be up to 10
meters 33 feet away from your vehicle. Page Controls and features Illuminated entry The interior
lamps illuminate when the remote entry system is used to unlock the door s or sound the
personal alarm. The dome lamp control if equipped must not be set to the OFF position for the
illuminated entry system to operate. Page Programming your own personal entry code 1. Enter
the factory-set code keypad will illuminate when pressed. Enter your personal 5 digit code.
Enter each digit within five seconds of the previous one. Page Controls and features 2. The horn
will chirp once if autolock was deactivated or twice one short and one long chirp if autolock was
activated. Page If a problem occurs, turn the ignition OFF and restart the engine with all other
objects on the key ring held away from the ignition key. Check to make sure the encoded
ignition key is an approved Ford encoded ignition key. Page Theft indicator The theft indicator
on the instrument cluster will operate as follows: When the ignition is OFF, the theft indicator
will flash briefly every two seconds to indicate the SecuriLock vehicle. Page Controls and
features 3. Within five seconds of turning the ignition to OFF, insert the second previously
programmed SecuriLock key into the ignition and turn the ignition from OFF to ON maintain
ignition in ON for at least one second but no more than five seconds. The purpose of these head
restraints is to help limit head motion in the event of a rear collision. To properly adjust your
head restraints, lift the head restraint so that it is located directly behind your head or as close
to that position as possible. Page Seating and safety restraints Always drive and ride with your
seatback upright and the lap belt snug and low across the hips. Lift handle to move seat
forward or backward. The control is located on the outboard side of the seat cushion. Press
front to raise or lower the front portion of the seat cushion. Press rear to raise or lower the rear
portion of the seat cushion. Page Seating and safety restraints Memory seats if equipped This
system allows automatic positioning of the driver seat to three programmable positions. The
memory seat control is located on the driver door. To program position one, move the driver
seat to the desired position using the seat controls. Page Seating and safety restraints Using
the power lumbar support if equipped The power lumbar control is located on the outboard side
of the seat. Press one side of the control to adjust firmness. Press the other side of the control
to adjust softness. Page Seating and safety restraints 1. Press the lower release control
downward to unlatch the seatback. Rotate the seatback downward into the load floor position.
Press down on the top outboard area of the seatback until a click is heard. Page To return the
seat to the upright position: Press downward on the upper corner of the seatback and hold. Pull
the release handle upward to unlatch the seat. Rotate the seatback upward until the seatback
latches in the upright position. The seatback will click when it is locked into position. Page
Seating and safety restraints All occupants of the vehicle, including the driver, should always
properly wear their safety belts, even when an air bag SRS is provided. It is extremely
dangerous to ride in a cargo area, inside or outside of a vehicle. In a collision, people riding in
these areas are more likely to be seriously injured or killed. Page Seating and safety restraints
The front and rear outboard safety restraints in the vehicle are combination lap and shoulder
belts. The front passenger and rear seat outboard safety belts have two types of locking modes
described below: Vehicle sensitive mode The vehicle sensitive mode is the normal retractor
mode, allowing free shoulder belt length adjustment to your movements and locking in
response to vehicle movement. Page Grasp the shoulder portion and pull downward until the
entire belt is extracted. Allow the belt to retract. As the belt retracts, you will hear a clicking
sound. This indicates the safety belt is now in the automatic locking mode. Page Seating and
safety restraints Front safety belt height adjustment Your vehicle has safety belt height
adjustments for the driver and front passenger. Adjust the height of the shoulder belt so the belt
rests across the middle of your shoulder. To lower the shoulder belt height, push the button and
slide the height adjuster down. Page Conditions of operation If Page 3 of 4 fatal crashes occur

within 25 miles of home. Ford designs its safety belts to enhance comfort. If you are
uncomfortable - try different positions for the safety belt upper anchorage and seatback which
should be as upright as possible; Page Reasons given Sitting on the safety belt will increase the
risk of injury in an accident. Page This information will assist Ford in the servicing of your
vehicle and may help Ford better understand real world collisions and further improve the
safety of future vehicles. Page Seating and safety restraints Important supplemental restraint
system SRS precautions The supplemental restraint system is designed to work with the safety
belt to help protect the driver and right front passenger from certain upper body injuries. Air
bags DO NOT inflate slowly or gently and the risk of injury from a deploying air bag is greatest
close to the trim covering the air bag See your Ford or Lincoln Mercury dealer. Children and air
bags Page Seating and safety restraints How does the air bag supplemental restraint system
work? The air bag SRS is designed to activate when the vehicle sustains longitudinal
deceleration sufficient to cause the sensors to close an electrical circuit that initiates air bag
inflation. Page Several air bag system components get hot after inflation. Do not touch them
after inflation. If the air bag has deployed, the air bag will not function again and must be
replaced immediately. If the air bag is not replaced, the unrepaired area will increase the risk of
injury in a collision. Page Do not attempt to service, repair, or modify the air bag Supplemental
Restraint System, its fuses or the seat cover on a seat containing an air bag. All occupants of
the vehicle including the driver should always Page How does the side air bag system work?
The side air bag system consists of the following: An inflatable nylon bag air bag with a gas
generator concealed behind the outboard bolster of the driver and front passenger seatbacks. A
special seat cover designed to allow airbag deployment. Page Seating and safety restraints
Several air bag system components get hot after inflation. If the side air bag has deployed, the
air bag will not function again. The side air bag system including the seat must be inspected
and serviced by a qualified technician in accordance with Page Disposal of air bags and air bag
equipped vehicles including pretensioners For disposal of air bags or air bag equipped
vehicles, see your local dealership or qualified technician. Page To improve the fit of lap and
shoulder belts on children who have outgrown child safety seats, Ford recommends use of a
belt-positioning booster seat that is labelled as conforming to all applicable Federal motor
vehicle safety standards. Belt-positioning booster seats raise the child and provide a shorter,
firmer seating cushion that encourages safer seating posture and better fit of lap and shoulder
belts on the child. Page passenger side front and outboard rear seating positions if equipped.
Ford recommends the use of a child safety seat having a top tether strap. Install the child safety
seat in a seating position which is capable of providing a tether anchorage. For more
information on top tether straps, refer to Attaching safety seats with tether straps. Page Seating
and safety restraints Installing child safety seats in combination lap and shoulder belt seating
positions Air bags can kill or injure a child in a child seat. NEVER place a rear-facing child seat
in front of an active air bag. If you must use a forward-facing child seat in the front seat, move
the seat all the way back. Page Seating and safety restraints 3. Be sure the belt webbing is not
twisted. Insert the belt tongue into the proper buckle the buckle closest to the direction the
tongue is coming from for that seating position until Page Seating and safety restraints 7. Pull
the lap belt portion across the child seat toward the buckle and pull up on the shoulder belt
while pushing down with your knee on the child seat. Allow the safety belt to retract to remove
any slack in the belt. Page The anchorbracket must be installed using the instructions provided
with the kit. Tighten the anchor according to specifications. Otherwise, the safety seat may not
be properly secured and the child may be injured in a sudden stop or collision. This system
meets all Canadian Interference-Causing Equipment standard requirements regulating the
impulse electrical field strength of radio noise. When starting a fuel-injected engine, avoid
pressing the accelerator before or during starting. Page 2. Make sure the headlamps and vehicle
accessories are off. If starting a vehicle with an automatic transmission: Make sure the parking
brake is set. Make sure the gearshift is in P Park. If starting a vehicle with a manual
transmission: Make sure the parking brake is set. If a light fails to illuminate, have the vehicle
serviced. Page Using the engine block heater if equipped An engine block heater warms the
engine coolant, which improves starting, warms up the engine faster and allows the
heater-defroster system to respond quickly. Page Starting Important ventilating information If
the engine is idling while the vehicle is stopped in an open area for long periods of time, open
the windows at least 2. Adjust the heating or air conditioning if equipped to bring in fresh air.
Improve vehicle ventilation by keeping all air inlet vents clear of snow, leaves and other debris.
Refer to the scheduled maintenance guide for scheduled maintenance. In normal operation,
automotive brake systems may emit occasional or intermittent squeal or groan noises when the
brakes are applied. Page Driving ABS warning lamp warning lamp in the instrument cluster
momentarily illuminates when the ignition is turned to the ON position. If the light does not

illuminate momentarily at start up, remains on or continues to flash, the ABS needs to be
serviced. With the ABS light on, the anti-lock brake system is disabled and normal braking is
still effective unless the Page The BRAKE warning lamp in the instrument cluster illuminates
and remains illuminated when the ignition is turned ON until the parking brake is released.
Always set the parking brake fully and make sure that the gearshift is securely latched in P Park
automatic transmission or in 1 First manual transmission. Page In a rollover crash, an unbelted
person is significantly more likely to die than a person wearing a seat belt. Your vehicle has
special design and equipment features to make it capable of performing in a wide variety of
circumstances. These special design features, such as larger tires and increased ground
clearance, give the vehicle a higher center of gravity than a passenger car. Page Driving 2.
Insert the key and turn it to OFF. Apply the brake pedal and shift to N Neutral. Start the vehicle.
Make sure the gearshift lever is securely latched in P Park. This position locks the transmission
and prevents the rear wheels from turning. Always set the parking brake fully and make sure the
gearshift lever is latched in P Park. Drive â€” Not shown on the display. Activate by pressing the
transmission control switch on the end of the gearshift lever with the gearshift in position. Page
Forced Downshifts To gain acceleration in passing another vehicle, push the accelerator to the
floor. The transmission will downshift to the appropriate gear: third, second or first gear.
Driving with a 5â€”speed automatic transmission if equipped Your automatic transmission
electronically controls the shift feel by using an adaptive learning strategy. Page Driving Always
set the parking brake fully and make sure the gearshift is latched in P Park. Turn off the ignition
whenever you leave your vehicle. R Reverse With the gearshift lever in R Reverse , the vehicle
will move backward. Always come to a complete stop before shifting into and out of R Reverse.
Page Drive â€” Not shown on the display. Activate by pressing the transmission control switch
on the end of the gearshift lever with the gearshift in Overdrive position. The TCIL will illuminate
on the instrument cluster. Transmission operates in gears one through four. Page Driving
Driving a manual transmission if equipped Using the clutch Vehicles equipped with a manual
transmission have a starter interlock that prevents Starting the engine unless the clutch pedal is
fully depressed. When starting a vehicle with a manual transmission: 1. Engage the parking
brake. Shift into 1 First. Turn the ignition to Off. Do not park your vehicle in Neutral, it may move
unexpectedly and injure someone. Use 1 First gear and set the parking brake fully.
Recommended shift speeds recommended for best fuel economy Shift from Page Driving Shift
from: 5 Overdrive - 4 4 - 3 3 - 2 2 - 1 Reverse Ensure that the vehicle is at a complete stop before
shifting into R Reverse. Failure to do so may damage the transmission. Put the gearshift lever
into N and wait at least several seconds before shifting into R. Page Positions of the
Control-Trac system The Control-Trac system functions in three modes: The 4WD AUTO mode
provides four-wheel drive with full power delivered to the rear axle, and to the front axle as
required for increased traction. This is appropriate for normal on-road operating conditions,
such as dry road surfaces, wet pavement, snow and gravel. Page Driving tire could result in
damage to driveline components and make the vehicle difficult to control. Utility and four-wheel
drive vehicles are not designed for cornering at speeds as high as passenger cars any more
than low-slung sports cars are designed to perform satisfactorily under off-road conditions.
Bring the vehicle to a stop. Depress the brake. Place the gearshift in N Neutral automatic
transmission or depress the clutch manual transmission. Page Driving Sand When driving over
sand, try to keep all four wheels on the most solid area of the trail. Do not reduce the tire
pressures but shift to a lower gear and drive steadily through the terrain. Apply the accelerator
slowly and avoid spinning the wheels. Page When speed control is on and you are driving
uphill, your vehicle speed may drop considerably, especially if you are carrying a heavy load.
Resume speed with accelerator pedal. Page Driving Driving off-road with AWD Your vehicle is
specially equipped for driving on sand, snow, mud and rough terrain and has operating
characteristics that are somewhat different from conventional vehicles, both on and off the
road. Maintain steering wheel control at all times, especially in rough terrain. Since sudden
changes in terrain can result in abrupt steering wheel motion, make sure you grip the steering
wheel from the outside. Page Driving When driving through water, determine the depth; avoid
water higher than the bottom of the hubs if possible and proceed slowly. If the ignition system
gets wet, the vehicle may stall. Once through water, always try the brakes. Wet brakes do not
stop the vehicle as effectively as dry brakes. Page Driving Automatic transmissions may shift
frequently while driving up steep grades. Eliminate frequent shifting by shifting out of D Drive.
Driving on snow and ice An AWD vehicle has advantages over 2WD vehicles in snow and ice
but can skid like any other vehicle. Avoid sudden applications of power and quick changes of
direction on snow and ice. Page Driving to the front of your vehicle, potentially including weight
added to the cab , the weight added should not exceed the front axle reserve capacity FARC.
Additional frontal weight may be added to the front axle reserve capacity provided you limit

your payload in other ways i. Traction or brake capability may be limited and if the ignition
system gets wet, your engine may stall. If driving through deep or standing water is
unavoidable, proceed very slowly. Page Driving Do not exceed the maximum loads listed on the
Safety Compliance Certification label. For load specification terms found on the label, refer to
Vehicle loading in this chapter. Remember to figure in the tongue load of your loaded vehicle
when figuring the total weight. Maximum trailer weights shown. Page Driving 4x4 and AWD with
automatic transmission 4. Contact your local Ford dealership for assistance in proper trailer tow
wiring installation. Additional electrical equipment may be required. Page Driving Driving while
you tow When towing a trailer: Ensure that you turn off your speed control. The speed control
may shut off automatically when you are towing on long, steep grades. Consult your local motor
vehicle speed regulations for towing a trailer. Use a lower gear when towing up or down steep
hills. Page Maximum distance is 80 km 50 miles. RWD vehicles with 4x4 electronic shift transfer
case or All Wheel Drive AWD vehicles with automatic transmissions Regarding recreational
towing or having your vehicle towed, 4x4 vehicles with electronic shift on the fly and AWD
vehicles cannot be towed with any wheels on the ground with the exception of moving it as a
disabled vehicle off the road out of traffic. This program is separate from the New Vehicle
Limited Warranty. Page Roadside coverage beyond basic warranty In the United States, you
may purchase additional roadside assistance coverage beyond this period through the Ford
Auto Club by contacting your Ford or Lincoln Mercury dealer. Similarly in Canada, you may
purchase additional coverage beyond the basic coverage period by consulting the Ford
Roadside Assistance Club brochure or by calling 1â€”â€”â€”CLUB 1â€”â€”â€” Use the
following procedure to reset the fuel pump shut-off switch. Turn the ignition to the OFF
position. Check the fuel system for leaks. Page Roadside emergencies Always replace a fuse
with one that has the specified amperage rating. Using a fuse with a higher amperage rating can
cause severe wire damage and could start a fire. Pull the panel cover outward to access the
fuses. To remove a fuse use the fuse puller tool provided on the fuse panel cover. Always
disconnect the battery before servicing high current fuses. Instead, gradually decrease your
speed. Hold the steering wheel firmly and slowly move to a safe place on the side of the road.
Page Roadside emergencies Removing the spare tire 1. Insert the jack handle into the rear
bumper opening. The handle will stop moving and forward resistance to turning will be felt
when properly engaged. Turn the handle counterclockwise until tire is lowered to the ground,
the tire can be slid rearward and the cable is slightly slack. Park on a level surface, activate
hazard flashers and set the parking brake. When one of the rear wheels is off the ground, the
transmission alone will not prevent the vehicle from moving or slipping off the jack, even if the
Turn OFF the air suspension switch if equipped. Refer to Air suspension system in the Driving
chapter. Page To lessen the risk of personal injury, do not put any part of your body under the
vehicle while changing a tire. Do not start the engine when your vehicle is on the jack. The jack
is only meant for changing the tire. Never use the front or rear differential as a jacking point. An
explosion could result in injury or vehicle damage. Do not push start your vehicle. You could
damage the catalytic converter. Page Roadside emergencies Connecting the jumper cables 1.
Note: In the illustrations, lightning bolts are used to designate the assisting boosting battery.
Page Roadside emergencies 3. Connect the negative - cable to the negative - terminal of the
assisting battery. Page Roadside emergencies 4. Ensure that the cables are clear of fan blades,
belts, moving parts of both engines, or any fuel delivery system parts. Jump starting 1. Start the
engine of the booster vehicle and run the engine at moderately increased speed. Page Roadside
emergencies Engines except 4. Page Roadside emergencies 2. After the disabled vehicle has
been started and the jumper cables removed, allow it to idle for several minutes so the engine
computer can relearn its idle conditions. Page It is recommended that your vehicle be towed
with a wheel lift or flatbed equipment. Do not tow with a slingbelt. Ford Motor Company has not
approved a slingbelt towing procedure. We provide a scheduled maintenance guide which
makes tracking routine service easy. If your vehicle requires professional service, your
dealership can provide the necessary parts and service. Page 3. Turn off the engine and remove
the key. Block the wheels to prevent the vehicle from moving unexpectedly. Working with the
engine on Automatic transmission: 1. Set the parking brake and ensure the gearshift is securely
latched in P Park. Page Maintenance and care 2. Go to the front of the vehicle and release the
auxiliary latch that is located in the center between the hood and the grill. Lift the hood until the
lift cylinders hold it open. Windshield washer fluid reservoir 2. Engine oil filler cap 3.
Transmission fluid dipstick automatic transmission 4. Engine oil dipstick 5. Power steering fluid
reservoir 6. Brake fluid reservoir 7. Page Maintenance and care 4. Automatic transmission fluid
dipstick 3. Engine oil filler cap 4. Brake fluid reservoir 6. Power distribution box 7. Battery 8.
Power steering fluid reservoir 9. Page Maintenance and care 5. Engine coolant reservoir 2.
Windshield washer fluid reservoir 3. Automatic transmission fluid dipstick 5. Page Maintenance

and care 3. Set the parking brake and ensure the gearshift is securely latched in P Park
automatic transmissions or 1 First manual transmissions. Open the hood. Protect yourself from
engine heat. Locate and carefully remove the engine oil level indicator dipstick. Page 6. Wipe
the indicator clean. Insert the indicator fully, then remove it again. Page Change your engine oil
and filter according to the appropriate schedule listed in the scheduled maintenance guide.
Ford production and aftermarket Motorcraft oil filters are designed for added engine protection
and long life. If a replacement oil filter is used that does not meet Ford material and design
specifications, start-up engine noises or knock may be experienced. Page MAX. Do not fill
above this line. Use only a DOT 3 brake fluid certified to meet Ford specifications. Refer to
Lubricant specifications in the Capacities and specifications chapter. Brake fluid is toxic. If
brake fluid contacts the eyes, flush eyes with running water for 15 minutes. Page If the fluid
level drops, refill the fluid level to the step in the reservoir. Use only a DOT 3 brake fluid
designed to meet Ford specifications. Refer to Capacities and specifications. Page Washer fluid
for the liftgate is supplied by the same reservoir as the windshield. Maintenance and care
symbol. Page 4. When you are sure that all the pressure has been released, use the cloth to turn
it counterclockwise and remove the cap. Recycled engine coolant Ford Motor Company
recommends the use of a recycled engine coolant produced by Ford-approved processes. Page
Always dispose of used automotive fluids in a responsible manner. Fill your engine coolant
reservoir as outlined in Adding engine coolant in this chapter. Refer to the scheduled
maintenance guide for the service interval schedules. Start the engine and let it run until it
reaches normal operating temperature the engine coolant temperature gauge indicator will be
near the center of the normal area between H and C. While the engine idles, turn the steering
wheel left and right several times. Page Maintenance and care pulling a trailer, the vehicle
should be turned off for about 30 minutes to allow fluid to cool before checking. Drive the
vehicle 30 km 20 miles or until it reaches normal operating temperature. Park the vehicle on a
level surface and engage the parking brake. Page High fluid level Fluid levels above the safe
range may result in transmission failure. High fluid levels can be caused by an overheating
condition. Adjusting automatic transmission fluid levels Before adding any fluid, make sure the
correct type is used. With the parking brake engaged and your foot on the brake pedal, start the
engine and move the gearshift lever through all of the gear ranges. High fluid level Fluid levels
above the safe range may result in transmission failure. Add enough fluid through the filler
opening so that the fluid level is at the bottom of the opening. Install and tighten the fill plug
securely. Use only fluid that meets Ford specifications. Refer to the Capacities and
specifications chapter. Page Use only fluid that meets Ford specifications. However, for severe
usage or in high temperature climates, check the battery electrolyte level. Page Batteries
normally produce explosive gases which can cause personal injury. Therefore, do not allow
flames, sparks or lighted substances to come near the battery. When working near the battery,
always shield your face and protect your eyes. Always provide proper ventilation. Page
Maintenance and care The vehicle may need to be driven to relearn the idle and fuel trim
strategy. If you do not allow the engine to relearn its idle trim, the idle quality of your vehicle
may be adversely affected until the idle trim is eventually relearned. Page 10 to 12 inches or
limited production tires as defined in Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations Part Department of
Transportation-Tire quality grades: The U. Department of Transportation requires Ford to give
you the following information about tire grades exactly as the government has written it. Page
Maintenance and care Treadwear The treadwear grade is a comparative rating based on the
wear rate of the tire when tested under controlled conditions on a specified government test
course. Check the tire pressure when tires are cold, after the vehicle has been parked for at
least one hour or has been driven less than 5 km 3 miles. Page If you do not follow these
precautions, your vehicle may not drive properly and safely. Make sure that all replacement tires
are of the same size, type, load-carrying capacity and tread design e. Page The tires on your
vehicle have all-weather treads to provide traction in rain and snow. However, in some climates,
using snow tires and traction devices may be necessary. Ford offers tire cables as a Ford
approved accessory and recommends use of these or their equivalents. See your dealer or
qualified service technician for more information on tire cables for your vehicle. The pressure in
an overfilled tank may cause leakage and lead to fuel spray and fire. The fuel system may be
under pressure. If the fuel filler cap is venting vapor or if you hear a hissing sound, wait until it
stops before completely removing the fuel filler cap. Page Avoid inhaling fuel vapors. Inhaling
too much fuel vapor of any kind can lead to eye and respiratory tract irritation. In severe cases,
excessive or prolonged breathing of fuel vapor can cause serious illness and permanent injury.
Avoid getting fuel liquid in your eyes. If fuel is splashed in the eyes, remove contact lenses if
worn , flush with water for 15 minutes and seek medical attention. The use of leaded fuel is
prohibited by law and could damage your vehicle. Do not use fuel containing methanol. It can

damage critical fuel system components. Your vehicle was not designed to use fuel or fuel
additives with metallic compounds, including manganese-based compounds containing MMT.
Page World-wide Fuel Charter. Page The customer warranty may be void for any damage to the
fuel tank or fuel system if the correct genuine Ford or Motorcraft fuel filler cap is not used. Page
Filling the tank The advertised fuel capacity of the fuel tank on your vehicle is equal to the rated
refill capacity of the fuel tank as listed in the Refill Capacities section of the Capacities and
specifications chapter. The advertised capacity is the amount of the indicated capacity and the
empty reserve combined. Follow one of the simple calculations in order to determine fuel
economy: Multiply liters used by , then divide by total kilometers traveled. Divide total miles
traveled by total gallons used. Keep a record for at least one month and record the type of
driving city or highway. Page Maintenance Keep tires properly inflated and use only
recommended size. Operating a vehicle with the wheels out of alignment will reduce fuel
economy. Use recommended engine oil. Refer to Lubricant Specifications. Perform all regularly
scheduled maintenance items. Follow the recommended maintenance schedule and owner
maintenance checks found in your vehicle scheduled maintenance guide. Page If other than
Ford, Motorcraft or Ford-authorized parts are used for maintenance replacements or for service
of components affecting emission control, such non-Ford parts should be equivalent to genuine
Ford Motor Company parts in performance and durability. Page Maintenance and care
Replacing headlamp bulbs To remove the headlamp bulb: 1. Make sure headlamp switch is in
OFF position, then lift hood and open the hinged headlamp cover. Disconnect the electrical
connector from the bulb by pulling rearward. Page Maintenance and care If the bulb is
accidentally touched, it should be cleaned with rubbing alcohol before being used. You may
need to turn the bulb left or right to align the grooves in the plastic base with the tabs in the
lamp assembly. Follow the same steps to replace either bulb: 1. Open the liftgate to expose the
lamp assemblies. Page Maintenance and care Replacing license plate lamp bulbs 1. Remove
two screws and the license plate lamp assembly from the liftgate. Pull the bulb out from lamp
assembly and push in the new bulb. Install the lamp assembly on liftgate with two screws. Pull
the bulb straight out of the socket and push in the new bulb. To complete installation, follow the
removal procedure in reverse order. Page If your vehicle has been in an accident the alignment
of your headlamps should be checked by a qualified service technician. Washing your vehicle
Wash your vehicle regularly with cold or lukewarm water. Observe the application instructions
on the products. Cleaning the wheels Wash with the same detergent as the body of your
vehicle. Do not use acid-based or alcohol-based wheel cleaners, steel wool, fuel or strong
detergents. Page Cleaning the exterior lamps Wash with the same detergent as the exterior of
your vehicle. To avoid scratching the lamps, do not use a dry paper towel, chemical solvents or
abrasive cleaners. This mild cleaner and special pad, cleans the leather and maintains its
natural beauty. Follow the instructions on the cleaner label. Page Maintenance and care Do not
use household cleaning products, alcohol solutions, solvents or cleaners intended for rubber,
vinyl or plastics. Woodtone trim Wipe stains with a soft cloth and a multi-purpose cleaning
solution. If a spark plug needs to be replaced, use only spark plugs with the service number
suffix letter as shown on the engine decal. Refer to Adding engine coolant, in the Maintenance
and Care chapter. Page The axle lubricant should be changed any time the axle has been
submerged in water. Add ml 4 oz. Ensure the correct automatic transmission fluid is used.
Transmission fluid requirements are indicated on the dipstick or on the dipstick handle. Page
Certification Label The engine number the last eight numbers of the vehicle identification
number is stamped on the engine block, transmission, frame and transfer case if equipped. If
you did not take advantage of the Ford Extended Service Plan at the time of purchasing your
vehicle, you may still be eligible. Please contact your dealer for further information. Page Away
from home If you own a Ford or Mercury vehicle and are away from home when your vehicle
needs service, or if you need more help than the dealership could provide, after following the
steps described above, contact the Ford Customer Assistance Center to find an authorized
dealership to help you. Page Ford Motor Company the names if known of all the people you
contacted at the The decisions of the Board are binding on Ford and, in some cases, on the
dealer but not on consumers who are free to pursue other remedies available to them under
state or federal law. Page If your vehicle must be serviced while you are traveling or living in
Central or South America, the Caribbean, or the Middle East, contact the nearest Ford
dealership. These quality accessories have been specifically engineered to fulfill your
automotive needs; Ford cannot assume responsibility for any adverse effects or damage that
may result from the use of such equipment. Customer assistance Page Index Index Air bag
supplemental restraint system Page Page Index Driving under special conditions Page
odometer Page Index fog lamps Page Preparing to drive your vehicle Page Index Transmission
Page Filling Station Information Unleaded fuel only - 87 octane This manual is also suitable for:
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Escort is a small family car which was manufactured by Ford of Europe from until The Ford
Escort name was also applied to several small car types produced in North America by Ford
between and In , Ford revived the Escort name for a car based on the second-generation Ford
Focus sold on the Chinese market. The Escort was frequently the best selling car in Britain
during the s and s. A total of more than 4. The first use of the Ford Escort name was for a
reduced specification version of the Ford Squire , a s estate car version of the British Ford
Anglia E. The Escort was as also presented in Europe as the first passenger car to be developed
by the merged Ford of Europe the Transit van having been the first product of this
collaboration. Escort production commenced at the Halewood plant in England during the
closing months of , and for left hand drive markets during September at the Ford plant in Genk.
The front suspension and steering gear were differently configured and the brakes were fitted
with dual hydraulic circuits; also the wheels fitted on the Genk-built Escorts had wider rims. In
June , six years into the car's UK introduction, Ford announced the completion of the two
millionth Ford Escort, a milestone hitherto unmatched by any Ford model outside the US. The
Escort had conventional rear-wheel drive and a four-speed manual gearbox , or three-speed
automatic transmission. The suspension consisted of MacPherson strut front suspension and a
simple live axle mounted on leaf springs. The Escort was the first small Ford to use
rack-and-pinion steering. Initially, the Escort was sold as a two-door saloon with circular front
headlights and rubber flooring on the "De Luxe" model. The "Super" model featured rectangular
headlights, carpets, a cigar lighter and a water temperature gauge. A cc engine was also
available in some export markets such as Italy and France. This tiny engine remained popular in
Italy, where it was carried over for the Escort Mark II, but in France it was discontinued during
There was a GT performance version, with a tuned 1. This version featured additional
instrumentation with a tachometer, battery charge indicator, and oil pressure gauge. The same
tuned 1. Later, an "executive" version of the Escort was produced known as the "E". This
featured the same 13" road wheels and flared wings of the Sport, but was trimmed in an
upmarket, for that time, fashion with wood trim on the dashboard and door cappings. A higher
performance version for rallies and racing was available, the Escort Twin Cam, built for Group 2
international rallying. This engine had originally been developed for the Lotus Elan. The Escort,
driven by Australian driver Frank Gardner went on to comfortably win the championship. The
Mark I Escorts became successful as a rally car, and they eventually went on to become one of
the most successful rally cars of all time. This gave rise to the Escort Mexico cc
"crossflow"-engined special edition road versions in honour of the rally car. Introduced in
November , 10, Mexico Mark Is were built using bodyshells using additional strengthening
panels in high stress areas making them more suitable for competition. As well as higher
performance engines and sports suspension, like the Mexico these models featured the
strengthened bodyshell. Ford also produced an RS model as an alternative to the somewhat
temperamental RS, featuring a 2. This also clocked up some rally and racing victories; and
pre-empted the hot hatch market as a desirable but affordable performance road car. Like the
Mexico and RS, this car was produced at the Aveley plant using the strengthened bodyshell. All
models and were offered in 2 door Saloon, 4 door Saloon and 3 doors Estate versions. The
four-door sedan was added in Trim levels were revised after the UK facelift with just one run of
1. Base and L trims were offered to the end of the Mk I run. Some 1. Estate versions were mostly
imported. The Mk I was produced by Ford Australia from to as a two- or four-door saloon and as
a two-door panel van. Assembly from UK-sourced kits started in April The last Mk I, a light
green cc two-door, was produced on 14 November A total of 14, units were assembled in Israel,
including Escort vans. Sales were helped by the fact that this generation Escort complied with
Japanese government dimension regulations concerning vehicle dimensions and engine
displacement. Only the four-door saloon was offered, and this was the only generation available
to Japanese buyers. The engine displacement contributed to a lower annual road tax obligation
to Japanese buyers which helped sales. The squarer-styled Mark II [4] version appeared in
January The first production models had rolled off the production lines on 2 December Unlike
the first Escort which was developed by Ford of Britain , the second generation was developed
jointly between the UK and Ford of Germany. Codenamed "Brenda" during its development, it
used the same mechanical components, floorpan and core structure as the Mark I. The estate
and van versions used the same doors, roof and rear panelwork as the Mark I, but with the Mark
II front end and interior. The car used a revised underbody, which had been introduced as a
running change during the last six months production of the Mark I. The rear suspension still
sat on leaf springs though some contemporaries such as the Hillman Avenger had moved on to
coil springs. The car came in for criticism for its lack of oddments space, with a glove

compartment available on only higher end models, and its stalk-mounted horn. Panel-van
versions catered to the commercial sector. The 1. A cosmetic update was given in note that
Australia received differing updates - see below , with L models gaining the square headlights
previously exclusive to the GL and Ghia variants and there was an upgrade in interior and
exterior specification for some models. Underneath a wider front track was given. Unusual
fitments for the range not offered elsewhere on the Australian Escort included 'dog-dish' steel
hubcaps, and high-backed front seats. The initial powerplants utilized in the Australian Escorts
were Ford's 1. Codenamed internally by Ford Australia as "BC", the Australian Escort range's
bodies were modified to fit the larger engine and a redesigned fuel-tank, which involved the
placement of the fuel filler being behind the rear numberplate. In , Ford Australia standardised
the use of the blue oval logo across the Escort model range. These Escort models are identified
by the familiar blue Ford oval in the centre of the grille and on the right of the bootlid. It also
revamped the image of its 'leisure range' by introducing the Escort Sundowner panel van,
positioning it as a youth-orientated lifestyle vehicle complete with bold body decorations and
domed side windows, available in 1. In , Ford Australia gave the Escort an update, increasing
basic equipment levels and standardising square headlights on L and GL models previously
only available on Escort Ghia. These RS cars certainly looked the part, but were actually
powered by the same 2. A total of 2, Australian RS cars were made. While offered in many model
forms, the Escort, like the Cortina , was not popular on the Australian market, largely due to
expanding competition from Japanese imports and the established preference of Australian
drivers for larger six-cylinder vehicles. Unlike the Australian models, the New Zealand Escort
range followed the specifications of the British models, aside from the use of metric
instrumentation. All bodystyles were assembled, including the estate â€” previously in Mk I
guise a built-up import from the United Kingdom. A large choice of models were available in the
NZ Escort range, consisting of 1. A three-speed automatic transmission was available as an
option for most 1. Unlike Australia, the Escort and Cortina ranges sold well and often topped the
car monthly sales lists. An update was given for the range for , which notably involved the
addition of the Ghia model, the adoption of the GL's square headlights on the lower end models,
Ford blue oval badging, and sport wheels on the L and GL. For , all Ghia models gained
standard alloy wheels. The production of British-sourced and New Zealand-assembled Escorts
ended in late Ford dealers offered large price reductions to shift their remaining Mk II Escort
stock when the model was replaced in New Zealand by the Ford Laser in May , which was a
badge engineered Mazda , available in sedan and hatchback forms. The Escort was a best-seller
in the Israeli market, its best year being , when a total of 3, units were assembled. The line-up
included 1. Most were of the four-door variety, and only were built as a 2-door 1. Assembly
ended after 12, units, in April No Ford passenger car was since then assembled in Israel. Aside
from colour-coded hubcaps, most of the equipment differences were only on the inside with the
GL being considerably better equipped. The South African Escort received the 1. These vehicles
had a stronger Kent block cast in South Africa that had thicker cylinder walls, which was and is
still utilised in the Formula Ford series. Nevertheless, South Africa is now a popular source for
re-importing Mk II's back to the UK, since many have survived in the hotter climate and are
therefore not as vulnerable to rust , compared with the number of good condition European and
British built examples rapidly dwindling. Like the Mk I, many road cars were converted for rally
use which further degraded the number of usable examples for classic enthusiasts. As with its
predecessor, the Mark II had a successful rallying career. A "Sport" model was also produced
using the 1. The works rally cars were highly specialised machines. Bodyshells were heavily
strengthened and characterised by the wide wheelarch extensions, and fitment of four large
spotlights for night stages. The Cosworth BDE engine was replaced with 2. It was
complemented by a strengthened transmission, five-speed straight-cut ZF gearbox, five-linked
suspension and more minor modifications. The Mark II Escort continued its predecessor's run
on the RAC Rally , winning every year from to and racing in a variety of other events around the
world. Vatanen won the drivers' title in , again at the wheel of an RS Ford placed in the top three
in the manufacturers' championship for the sixth year in a row. The 2. Codenamed "Erika", the
third generation Escort was launched in September The car, Ford Europe's second front-wheel
drive model, was originally meant to be called the "Ford Erika", [32] but ended up retaining the
Escort name. Some say this was due to British consumers' reluctance to let go of the "Escort"
badge as the first two generations of Escort had been among Britain's most popular cars, with
the Mk II being Britain's best selling car in , and some say that the Germans were concerned
with the song Erika , which was a famous battlemarch of the German armed forces during World
War II. Sales in the United Kingdom increased, and by it had overtaken the ageing Cortina as the
nation's best-selling car, beginning an eight-year run as Britain's best selling car. Unlike the
Mark II, which had essentially been a reskin of the original platform, the Mark III [4] was a

completely new design, and was conceived as a hi-tech, high-efficiency vehicle which would
compete with the Volkswagen Golf and Honda Civic â€” considered at the time the class
benchmarks, and indeed the car was launched with the advertising tagline " Simple is Efficient
". The Mark III was a departure from the two previous models, the biggest changes being the
adoption of front-wheel drive and the new hatchback body. The suspension was fully
independent all around, departing from the archaic leaf spring arrangement found on its
predecessors. It was Ford Europe's second front-wheel drive model launch, the first being the
smaller Fiesta in The car used Ford's contemporary design language of the period with the
black louvred radiator grille and straked rear lamp clusters, as well as introducing the
aerodynamic "bustle-back" bootlid stump trademarked by Ford as Aeroback which would be
further developed in the forthcoming Sierra and Scorpio ; the stump was proven to reduce the
car's aerodynamic drag co-efficient significantly, which was a class-leading 0. New were the
overhead camshaft CVH engines in 1. From mid, a five-speed manual gearbox was introduced
across the range. This was now standard on the 1. A selection of features was available, either
as standard fitment or optional extras depending on model, including a tilt-and-slide sunroof ,
central locking , and electric windows. All models except for base and L were fitted with a
check-light system for low fuel, low oil, low coolant, low screenwash, and worn out brake pads.
For the model year, the Ford ATX three-speed automatic transmission developed primarily for
the US version was available on the 1. However, the car attracted criticism from the motoring
press at launch due to its suspension, with positive camber on the front wheels and negative
camber at the rear, giving rise to the Mark III's infamous "knock-kneed" stance. The Mark III
soon had a reputation for a harsh, unforgiving ride. In the revised suspension mounts from the
Escort-based Orion and the larger Sierra steering rack were introduced as running changes for
the model year which also coincided with a minor update for it including a new Escort badge at
the rear. Another engine, introduced in August , was the 1. It was available on the L and GL
models. The Escort estate was initially only available with three doors, but a five-door version
was introduced in In that year, a saloon version of the Escort, the Orion , was launched. It used
the same mechanicals as the hatchback, but had a more upmarket image and was not available
with the smaller 1. It was also directed at buyers of the earlier Cortina , which had ceased
production in , with its Sierra successor not available as a saloon at the time. The Mk III model
â€” , was the most common type of car on British roads in December , with almost 1,, examples
registered. A convertible version, made by coachbuilder Karmann , appeared the same year as
the five-door estate It was the first drop-top car produced by Ford Europe since the Corsair of
the s. The Escort Cabriolet was initially available in both XR3i and Ghia specification, but the
Ghia variant was later dropped. Initially this featured a tuned version of the 1. It lacked a
five-speed transmission and fuel injection. Also a prototype with a 2. Persistent problems
during the vehicle's development prompted Ford to drop plans for its production and instead
begin work on an all-wheel-drive model to beat the Audi Quattro , designed and built from
scratch, resulting in the RS The Escort entered production in Brazil in July , with either three or
five doors. To better deal with the tropical heat, the Brazilian three-door Escort received
swing-out rear windows, unlike their European counterparts. Both size engines were also
available in alcohol-fuelled versions with marginally more power. The car had a bad reputation
in Scandinavia, with severe rust problems and issues with the wet liners of the
Renault-designed engine. Brazil also received an XR3 version towards the very end of , only
available with a tuned version of the 1. Aside from interior and exterior enhancements including
spoilers and inch alloy wheels, the XR3's engine produced It was built in Brazil in collaboration
between Ford and Karmann , with the top imported from Germany. The Escort was also
available in South Africa, as hatchback only, from March , with the 1. The South African Escorts
differ only slightly from European ones, as a result of local parts content regulations. The fourth
version of the Ford Escort was launched in March , with only a small number of changes.
Although popularly regarded as a fourth generation model and is popularly known as the "Mark
IV" , internally within Ford it was regarded as a Mark III facelift and consequently carried the
codename 'Erika'. Internally the car had a completely new dashboard and other smaller
changes. However, the check-light system for low fuel, low oil, low coolant, low screenwash,
and worn out brake pads was no longer fitted to any model. Air conditioning was not available
on cars sold in Europe although it was an option on cars sold in Argentina and Brazil. Initially
Chubb AVA lock barrels were fitted to the facelifted models but these were soon changed over
to the Tibbe type as with the Ford Orion. All-new competitors from Fiat and Renault were just
two years away. As well as an all-new interior, a new 1. In , the diesel engine was enlarged to 1.
Also for the model year, the entry level 1. Carried over from the previous range was the 3-speed
automatic which was ultimately replaced late in the production run with a variant of the CTX
stepless gearbox as first used in the Fiesta a couple of years earlier. A luxurious Orion E with

leather seats, fuel injection, alloy wheels, and a Ghia trim was produced during and A total of 1,
were made, with 1, of these having leather trim. The Orion range was also broadened to include
a more basic "L" trim for the first time. A minor update occurred in Spring where the Escort
badge at the rear changed to look more modern as well as some minor trim revisions in order to
maintain interest in the car until the Mark V arrived the following year. Escorts for European
markets continued to be assembled at Halewood , near Liverpool , and at the West German
factory of Saarlouis. Sales were strong through the decade, and during the later s Escort
production also commenced at the Ford plant originally established for Fiesta production in
Valencia. European production finished in , although stocks of the model, especially the XR3i
and RS Turbo variants continued into and finished in Brazilian Escorts were introduced only
shortly after the European originals, in August At first, only the CHT 1. Power was up marginally
over the previous generation. As of May , the 1. All Escorts made after were fuel-injected ,
excepting the Hobby models. Additionally, the Mark IV [4] model was made until on all versions,
except the Hobby which was made until This generation was only built with three doors in
Brazil, although the five-door model was produced in Argentina. It sold well initially, leading all
other imports in January Argentinian production had begun in with many parts imported from
Brazil, although the five-door model was available there from the beginning and the engine
options differed. The original versions were the GL and Ghia, both fitted with the 1. There was
also the 1. The fourth generation Escort remained in production in Argentina until In , the Escort
Hobby trim was introduced in Brazil, using a 1. This was a small-bore version derived from the
CHT 1. This engine was unique to Brazil, whereas the 1. Brazil has a special tax break for cars
with engines of less than one litre, making this a closely contested segment. The Hobby did not
receive Escort badging. There were no trims with a high-power engine in Brazil. The on-board
computer was not available in Brazil. Initially the 1. This model however was poorly received by
the motoring press, and was panned by journalists for its mediocre driving dynamics and
unremarkable styling. The engines which had been carried over from the previous generation
largely unmodified were also heavily criticised for their poor refinement. In early , an all new
Zetec valve engine was launched bringing improved driveability, while also marking the return
of the XR3i which was available with two versions of the 1. Specifications, however, were also
higher than before. The Escort was now available with items such as power steering , electric
windows , central locking , electronic antilock brakes , and air conditioning. Some of these
options were even available on some of the entry-level models. A result of this collaboration
was that these Escorts were equipped with a VW AP engine in the top 1. Three- and five-door
hatchbacks were available, as was a two-door convertible. In , just before being redesigned to
match the European Mark VI, Brazilian production came to a halt and Argentina became the sole
Escort manufacturer in South America. The cars were exported to Brazil and elsewhere. Early
saw the launch of the Escort RS Cosworth. Intended to replace the Sierra Sapphire RS
Cosworth which finished production shortly afterwards as Ford's stalwart rally challenger as
well as a competitor to supercars with private buyers, it used the turbocharged 2. As well as
having four-wheel drive , its most memorable feature was its extremely large "whale-tail"
tailgate spoiler. The 2, road-going examples sold required for homologation purposes were
made, but demand for the car was so high that Ford kept producing them. Later models up have
a smaller turbo than the homologation versions and came with the whale-tail spoiler as an
option. The Escort Cosworth ceased production in , but it has already achieved classic status
and has a huge following. However, the car wasn't mechanically an Escort, being based on the
four-wheel drive Sierra floorpan and mechanicals, including its longitudinally mounted engine,
and was merely clothed in body panels to resemble a Mark V. Stung by the criticism of the
original Mark V which was still hugely popular despite motoring press criticism of its styling,
ride and handling , Ford facelifted the Escort and Orion in September , giving the revised cars a
new grille, bonnet and, in the Escort convertible and hatchback's case, a new rear end. A new 1.
Fuel injection was now standard on all petrol models, and Ford introduced a four-wheel-drive
variant of the RS, offering much improved handling over its front-wheel-drive cousins. A first for
the Escort also saw the introduction of all disc brakes on all four wheels as standard on all RS
and XR3i models. Also new for were 1. In September , the Orion name was retired, with the
saloon taking on the Escort badge. The XR3i was discontinued several months later, at the
beginning of The crash structure of the Escort and Orion was also improved for as part of the
facelift, featuring side impact bars, a reinforced safety cage, improved crumple zones and front
seat-belt pretensioners and for airbags were added to the Escort range. This Escort was the first
European Ford after the Mondeo to feature an airbag; shortly afterwards a driver's airbag
became standard across the whole Ford range, with many other models having a passenger
airbag as at least optional equipment. Production ended in , although stocks including the
Escort, Escort L, Ghia and Si continued through and finished in The Ford Escort [4] was revised

in January , although it was still based on the previous model. This version had new front lights,
bonnet, front wings, front and rear bumpers, wing mirrors, door handles and 4 different front
radiator grilles slats, honeycomb, circles and chrome. At the rear, the Ford logo moved from the
right to the centre of the boot, except for the van and some convertible models. The interior of
the car was hugely revised too following heavy criticism of the original car which featured low
quality plastics for its interior mouldings - the car now featured an all new dashboard
arrangement of competitive quality. However, the underlying car was now five years old and
most of its rivals were either new or to be imminently replaced. The two entry level engines were
revised â€” the 1. There were no changes to either the venerable 1. The improved iB5 version of
the venerable BC-series transmission was also later introduced as a running change.
Dynamically, the handling and ride were also much improved with revised suspension set up
from that on the previous Mark V models. The sporty "Si" model had slightly stiffer suspension
than the Encore, LX and Ghia variants, although the Si was otherwise the same as the LX with
some additional standard, mainly cosmetic, enhancements such as front and rear spoilers
which were also available as options on the LX , sports seats and white-faced dashboard
instruments. A new Ghia X model was introduced around , which included air conditioning and
a 6 CD autochanger as standard. Although the equipment of the Ghia below it was reduced, it
was now more affordable. The GTi was available in 3- and 5-door hatchback and estate
bodystyles. In Chile, to avoid confusion with the US-market Escort which was being sold
alongside it, this generation was sold as the "EuroEscort" for several years. In , Ford
announced an all-new car, the Focus , which replaced the Escort and superseded the "Escort"
name that had been in use for 30 years. The Escort range was cut down to just "Flight" and
"Finesse" editions, and sold for a further two years in parallel with the Focus. All engines
except the 1. The more competitive prices managed to keep European Escort sales going until
the last one rolled off the Halewood assembly line in July , although remaining stocks were sold
into , making it the last Ford car to be assembled there. The plant was transferred to Jaguar that
year for the new X-Type saloon, and following the later merger with Land Rover and the sale of
the plant to Tata , Ford now only has a small presence at Halewood - retaining the transmission
works at the site. The van variant remained in production in a facility located behind the now
Jaguar plant at Halewood until when the new Transit Connect model was introduced. The Escort
hatchback and estate were produced in Argentina until , having been sold alongside its
successor the Focus during the final stages of production. Escort-based light vans had been
offered since , although the market sector, always larger in the UK than in continental Europe,
dated back beyond the s when successive Ford Anglias had been available with a van variant.
After the demise of the Escort, Ford would be represented in this niche by the Turkish
assembled Ford Transit Connect. While this generation was not sold in Australia at any point, it
was however sold in New Zealand imported fully built up from the UK between and in all
bodystyles including the van, replacing the Ford Laser. The hatch and saloon were
discontinued in due to unfavourable exchange rates - this is also the reason why the Laser was
reintroduced, and the Focus was not introduced to the New Zealand market until The Escort
estate and van continued on sale on the local market until until stock from the UK dried up, the
estate having reasonable success due to the lack of a replacement Laser wagon following the
end of local production of the outdated s KE Laser wagon in Only models sold in Continental
Europe and the British Isles are shown, overseas territories often have different offerings. From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. European small family car. This article is about the European
Ford Escorts sold from to Motor vehicle. Main article: Ford Escort Squire-based estate. See
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