1998 ford explorer manual transmission

When the light is on, the transmission does not shift into overdrive. If the light does not come
on when the transmission control switch is depressed or if the light flashes when you are
driving, have your vehicle serviced. It turns off when the speed control OFF control is pressed,
the brake is applied or the ignition is turned to the OFF position. Safety belt warning chime
Chimes to remind you to fasten your safety belts. For information on the safety belt warning
chime, refer to theSeating and safety restraintschapter. Headlamps on warning chime Sounds
when the headlamps or parking lamps are on, the ignition is off and the key is not in the ignition
and the driver's door is opened. LOCK, locks the steering wheel, automatic transmission
gearshift lever and allows key removal. OFF, shuts off the engine and all accessories without
locking the steering wheel. ON, all electrical circuits operational. Warning lights illuminated. Key
position when driving. START, cranks the engine. Release the key as soon as the engine starts.
Memory seats if equipped This system allows automatic positioning of the driver seat and
outside rearview mirrors to three programmable positions. The memory seat control is located
on the driver door. Press the SET control. The SET control indicator light will briefly illuminate.
While the light is illuminated, press control 1. A position can only be set or recalled when the
transmission gearshift is in Park or Neutral. A memory seat position may be programmed at any
time. To program the memory seat to remote entry transmitter, refer to Remote entry systemin
theControls and features chapter. Starting Page of Always set the parking brake fully and make
sure that the gearshift is securely latched in P Park automatic transmission or in 1 First manual
transmission. The parking brake is not designed to stop a moving vehicle. However, if the
normal brakes fail, the parking brake can be used to stop your vehicle in an emergency. Since
the parking brake applies only the rear brakes, the vehicle's stopping distance will be adversely
affected. Pull the release lever to release the brake. Driving with the parking brake on will cause
the brakes to wear out quickly and reduce fuel economy. Driving Page of The air suspension
shut-off switch is located in the cargo area behind the left rear quarter trim panel. Normal
vehicle operation does not require any action by the driver. If you cannot move the gearshift out
of P Park with the brake pedal depressed: 1. Apply the parking brake, turn ignition key to LOCK,
then remove the key. Insert the key and turn it to OFF. Apply the brake pedal and shift to N
Neutral. Start the vehicle. If it is necessary to use the above procedure to move the gearshift, it
is possible that a fuse has blown. Refer toFuses and relaysin the Roadside emergencieschapter.
Do not drive your vehicle until you verify that the brakelamps are working. If your vehicle gets
stuck in mud or snow it may be rocked out by shifting from forward and reverse gears in a
steady pattern. Press lightly on the accelerator in each gear. Driving Page of Do not rock the
vehicle for more than a few minutes. The transmission and tires may be damaged or the engine
may overheat. Always set the parking brake fully and make sure the gearshift is latched in P
Park. Turn off the ignition whenever you leave your vehicle. Hold the brake pedal down while
you move the gearshift lever from position to position. If you do not hold the brake pedal down,
your vehicle may move unexpectedly and injure someone. P Park Always come to a complete
stop before shifting into P Park. Make sure the gearshift is securely latched in P Park. R Reverse
With the gearshift in R Reverse , the vehicle will move backward. Always come to a complete
stop before shifting into and out of R Reverse. Driving Page of N Neutral With the gearshift in N
Neutral , the vehicle can be started and is free to roll. Hold the brake pedal down while in this
gear. Overdrive The normal driving position for the best fuel economy. Transmission operates
in gears one through four. Overdrive can be deactivated by pressing the transmission control
switch on the end of the gearshift lever. The transmission control indicator light TCIL will
illuminate on the instrument cluster. Activate by pressing the transmission control switch on
the end of the gearshift lever with the gearshift in the position. The TCIL will illuminate on the
instrument cluster. Transmission operates in gears one through three. If towing a trailer, refer to
Driving while you towin theTowing a trailerchapter. The TCIL will no longer be illuminated. Each
time the vehicle is started, the transmission will automatically return to normal overdrive mode.
Every time the vehicle is shut off and restarted, you must press the transmission control switch
to cancel overdrive operation if driving in overdrive is not desired. Upshifts can be made by
shifting to 2 Second or to Overdrive. Selecting 1 Low at higher speeds causes the transmission
to shift to a lower gear, and will shift to 1 Low after vehicle decelerates to the proper speed. Pull
the gearshift lever towards you and downward to move the automatic gearshift. N Neutral With
the gearshift in N Neutral , the vehicle can be started and is free to roll. Transmission operates
in gears one through five. G Owners Manual online. Car Manuals Online. Press the control to
move the seat forward, backward, up or down. SE T 12 Seating and safety restraints Starting
Always set the parking brake fully and make sure that the gearshift is securely latched in P Park
automatic transmission or in 1 First manual transmission. Driving The air suspension shut-off
switch is located in the cargo area behind the left rear quarter trim panel. Do not rock the
vehicle for more than a few minutes. To return to Overdrive mode, press the transmission

control switch. P Park Always come to a complete stop before shifting into or out of P Park. G
Manual. If All product names, logos, and brands are property of their respective owners. The
Ford explorer Model is one of the top-selling sport-utility on the market. With a comfortable
interior, multiple trim levels, and three engine choices, you can find an Explorer for any budget
and lifestyle. The redesign came with different upgrades to enhance the Ford Explorer model
performance. This vehicle was equipped with safety technology that included wireless and
automated control modules. A change in the car computer programming, navigation system,
roomy interior, leather-covered front and rear seats, and powered steering wheel were just
some of the upgrade features. The Ford Explorer model came with automated and manual
transmission systems, just like its competitor Dodge Durango. Car buyers intending to sell their
car and upgrade to this generation model can use this guide to have detailed information and
model car values. After a few miles of everyday driving, many car buyers reveal to have
experienced a transmission issue with the Ford Explorer. Owners report that it requires higher
RPMs than usual to shift the car from gear one to gear two, resulting in total failure. One of the
most common transmission issues of the Ford Explorer is low transmission fluid and can be
detected by observing the transmission dipstick to see any debris or discoloring. If such
problems are left unresolved, shifting gears becomes more difficult as the transmission starts
wearing down. Other issues include difficulty in shifting gears and computer run transmission,
which, when faulty, would lead to complications with the transfer. The transmission slip usually
happens while shifting into gears and clunks. The fall occurs while driving at a low speed or
when accelerating, thus causing a loud cranking noise. This problem is the worst vehicle
complaint reported to the Ford Explorer model. As well, this plastic intake manifold overheats,
and the unnoticeable crack starts to appear. During a regular drive, coolant is likely to leak from
the manifold front. When they become overheated, this flaw is detected as an unusual vehicle
idling. Sometimes it requires a regular oil change. There is no specific repair to this fault, and a
complete replacement is necessary to the plastic intake manifold. The full maintenance to
reduce this problem will come with an average cost. The Ford Explorers car drivers reported
issues with broken rear seat belt buckle assemblies. The owners noted that the front seat did
not recline properly, and the rear passenger side seat belt did not retract as expected. The back
seat belt keeps twisting, causing the seat belt to get trapped inside the seat belt mechanism;
thus, replacing it would result in some problems due to the design failure. The Ford Explorer
models have a leaking heater core problem that requires you to take the vehicle to an expert
mechanic who can diagnose the issue and replace it. The Ford Explorer car owners complain
about the check engine light coming on and do not go off even after fixing it as it goes off for a
short period and comes back again. After taking the car for inspection, the mechanic advised
replacing the cam sensor. Faulty oxygen sensors and engine problems can result in this
problem. Despite Ford recalling some vehicles due to minor and severe issues, The Ford
Explorer is not the worst vehicles. Owners find it to be good quality, reliable, and of high
performance. Owners should visit expert mechanics while faced with the issues mentioned
earlier to avoid more severe or life-threatening accidents. As most problems are system-based
issues, Ford Explorer model users may consider installing a safety technology to keep
detecting and lower instances of worst vehicle problems. The Ford Explorer is well known for
its on-road and off-road prowess. This model is an all-weather road vehicle that is used as a
family car and a sport-utility. The Ford Explorer comes with numerous problems that are
categorized differently, but the most common issues are transmission failure, exterior body
problems, and transmission issues. The Ford Explorer has also reported transmission lunging,
low engagement, and jolting. The Ford Explorer problems include low gas mileage, bad brakes,
underwhelming engine and expensive high trims. Save my name, email, and website in this
browser for the next time I comment. Auto News Ford 0 5. Rear Seat Problem The Ford
Explorers car drivers reported issues with broken rear seat belt buckle assemblies. Heater Core
Leaking The Ford Explorer models have a leaking heater core problem that requires you to take
the vehicle to an expert mechanic who can diagnose the issue and replace it. Check Engine
Light The Ford Explorer car owners complain about the check engine light coming on and do
not go off even after fixing it as it goes off for a short period and comes back again. Conclusion
Despite Ford recalling some vehicles due to minor and severe issues, The Ford Explorer is not
the worst vehicles. What problems do Ford Explorers have? What is a Ford Explorer worth?
Leave a Reply Cancel Reply Your email address will not be published. My husband and I bought
this Explorer with a little over 68, miles and thought this was pretty good for a used vehicle.
About 6 months later we transmission problems and it would rev up really hard before shifting
into 2nd gear. I had my dad look at it since it knows a lot about cars and he always took care of
cars growing up. He couldn't figure it out. Basically told me to just drive it thanks Dad. I said "no
thanks" we were young, married couple with not a lot of money. This went off and on for a

while. It would not always do it and then it got worse. A couple years later we just took it to a
local transmission shop and they said it was something to do with the reverse action. If we had
done it ourselves it would have been worth it but we just didn't have the money at the time and
we didn't trust the thing. Loved the car for the comfort and size and it is a beast in the snow and
I drove it all over California, but the transmission stuff was ridiculous and stressful. Not very
safe I felt with little kids. So we sold it for super cheap to my brother he knows lots about cars
and he can't figure it out. It has other issues. Money pit. I am now educated from seeing other
posts regarding their transmissions having issues. I hoped there was a recall on fixing or
replacing this awful issue, but I am unaware of one at this time. I hope after I post this complaint
that Ford does the right thing, and fixes or replaces my transmission. My next vehicle will
definitely be a Honda or Toyota! I will never ever ever buy a ford again!!!!! My transmission
started to slip almost a month ago into 2nd gear now it continues to slip in 2nd and hard shift
into 3rd. I have been told that the transmission needs to be replaced. Well we too are a victim
times 2 of the Ford phantom transmission scam!! Last season I wanted to buy our daughter
something safe to migrate back and forth to college but could not afford a new Ford so they
said we'll hook you up! We were charged way too much for a 98 Exploder but it was beautiful
and had relatively low miles. I own a scan meter so I plugged it in right in front of the
salesperson and boy did I get a funny look! The 98 with the 5R55E trans has a dip stick so of
course I checked the level and sniffed the fluid and all seemed fine. The computer showed no
codes so I reset the light myself and told my daughter to watch for it. All this time the fluid level
was fine! Then we took it on a road trip and over miles from home the trans just threw a fit and
left us stranded. I trailered it home and did some research then had it inspected. Later that week
the light was back and the fluid was cooked so it is parked and I am still making payments. But
wait it gets better!! We also have a Ranger which we purchased new and we seldom use it and it
only has 80, miles on it but one of the same type transmissions. I hopped in it the other day and
went to back out of the driveway and no reverse! All forward gears were fine and no codes but it
has since dominoed to forward gears also. I meticulously maintained that truck and it still looks
and smells new as it sits there next to the Exploder!! Now we have no vehicles that roll without
Flintstone power and Ford just turned their head and said basically sucks to be you!! As for a
class action suit I just read that on Wednesday the Supreme Court ruled 5 to 4 against us
ganging up on the big guys and decided we are going to have to go it alone as individual
cases!! Well good luck out spending Corporate to make a difference!! The car starts going in
reverse.. Pls help me with the solution. I had transmission failure in my Explorer. Like
thousands of others, we were driving along and it wouldn't shift into 3rd gear. Then the
overdrive light started blinking on and off. Took it in, they said it was the torque converter.
Replaced it for dollars, 2 weeks later it would not shift out of third gear at all. Went back, dealer
said it was a solenoid. Replaced solenoid for dollars, transmission now shifts unbearably
rough, dealer said we need to replace transmission for dollars. All within 1 month. I financed
this car and after 5 years of payments the car gets all these problems. It all started when i first
got it, when i would come to a stop it would clunk and jerk. Then a couple years later it started
banging when it would shift. Later it would not engage into the gear i want it in eg: reverse,
drive. Then sometimes when i would go to leave from a light it wouldn't go anywhere so i would
have to put it in second. Now this just happened a couple days ago it wont go into reverse at all
it just locks up like its in park. So i have to push it out of parking spots and i can drive away
with it in Neutral, drive, and first doesn't work at all. If anyone has any ideas as to what it might
be please email me at marcusdesilva crawler. I bought car at The irony is that it is a
"replacement" under original warranty I wonder if Rockville, MD, dealer ever actually replaced
the defective tranny 4 years ago. BTW, it on occasion fails upon acceleration after braking
Instead it makes a horrible grinding sound. As of now it will still go forward but now putting it
into park no longer keeps it from rolling. It has a shifting problem from 1st to 2nd. I took the
Explorer to a transmission repair shop and they drained the fluid and replaced the filter. I was
told there was a significant amount of metal in the fluid and on the magnet. More than what
should be considering the amount of miles on the vehicle. I was informed that a major expense
was coming up in the future but without taking the transmission out and tearing down we don't
know where the excessive wear would be coming from. Clutches, Torque Converter, Washers.
Anybody have this problem and what was it? How long did you have the problem before you
needed to have it fixed. The new fluid and an additive has stopped the shift problem for now. If
you have a for-profit service, contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on
Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Helpful websites No one has added a helpful site
for this Explorer problem yet. Be the first! Find a good Ford mechanic Read reviews of repair
shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from CarTalk. Comment Disabled Add
Complaint. Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking

for? Search for something else:. Quick Links. Table of Contents. Summary of Contents for Ford
Explorer Page 1 Page 2: Table Of Contents All rights reserved. Reproduction by any means,
electronic or mechanical including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and
retrieval system or translation in whole or part is not permitted without written authorization
from Ford Motor Company. Copyright Ford Motor Company Page 3: Introduction If possible, you
should avoid full use of the brakes for the first 1 km 1 miles. Ford may change the contents
without notice and without incurring obligation. Using your vehicle as a snowplow Do not use
this vehicle for snowplowing. Using your vehicle as an ambulance Do not use this vehicle as an
ambulance. Your vehicle is not equipped with the Ford Ambulance Preparation package. Page
5: Instrumentation Instrumentation Instrument cluster Speed control pg. Temporary
malfunctions may cause your Check Engine light to illuminate. Examples are: 1. The vehicle has
run out of fuel. The engine may misfire or run poorly. If the light fails to illuminate, continues to
flash or remains on, have the system serviced immediately. Safety belt Momentarily illuminates
when the ignition is turned ON to remind you to fasten your safety belts. Page Controls And
Features Instrumentation Turn signal Illuminates when the left or right turn signal or the hazard
lights are turned on. If one or both of the indicators stay on continuously, check for a
burned-out turn signal bulb. Refer to Exterior bulbs in the Maintenance and care chapter. Refer
to Engine coolant temperature gauge, Engine oil pressure gauge or Fuel gauge in this chapter
for more information. When the light is on, the transmission does not shift into overdrive. If the
light does not come on when the transmission control switch is depressed or if the light flashes
when you are driving, have your vehicle serviced. Page 14 Instrumentation Engine coolant
temperature gauge Indicates the temperature of the engine coolant. If it enters the red section,
the engine is overheating. Stop the vehicle as soon as safely possible, switch off the ignition
and let the engine cool. Page 15 Instrumentation Trip odometer Registers the kilometers miles
of 60 70 individual journeys. To reset, 0 0 0 depress the control. Driving with your tachometer
RPMx pointer in the red zone may damage the engine. Page 16 Instrumentation Engine oil
pressure gauge This shows the engine oil pressure in the system. If the gauge indicates low
pressure, stop the vehicle as soon as safely possible and switch off the engine immediately.
You may select display features on the message center for a display of status FUEL preceded
by a brief indicator chime. Page 18 Instrumentation Fuel range Press once to display the
approximate kilometers miles left to drive before the fuel tank is FUEL empty. Press again to
display the distance driven since this function was last manually reset. For maximum accuracy
of this display feature, the ignition should be in the Off position during fueling. FUEL Press
again to display the fuel economy that your vehicle is getting at that particular time. Your
vehicle must be moving in order for this display to function properly. Page 21 Instrumentation
indications, you should only perform the following procedure after you have the oil changed.
Rotate to the second position to also turn on the headlamps. Foglamp control if equipped Turn
on the low-beam headlamps and press the foglamp control to activate the foglamps. Page 23
Controls and features High beams Push forward to activate. Flash to pass Pull toward you to
activate and release to deactivate. Temperature control knob Controls the temperature of the
airflow inside the vehicle. Mode selector control Controls the direction of the airflow to the
inside of the vehicle. Page 25 Controls and features Since the air conditioner removes
considerable moisture from the air during operation, it is normal if clear water drips on the
ground under the air conditioner drain while the system is working and even after you have
stopped the vehicle. Page 26 Controls and features the floor ducts will be slightly warmer than
the air sent to the instrument panel registers. Page 28 Controls and features remains automatic
unless the fan speed thumbwheel is turned or the steering wheel fan speed control is pressed.
However, if the engine is not warm enough to provide heat, the fan will be at a low speed and
the air will be directed to the windshield. However, the air cannot be cooled below the outside
temperature because the air conditioning does not operate in this mode. This will prevent your
windshield from fogging. After a few minutes, select any desired position. Press the defroster
control to clear the rear window of thin ice and fog. The ignition must be in the ON position to
operate the rear window defroster. Do not use the speed control in heavy traffic or on roads that
are winding, slippery, or unpaved. COAST If you drive up or down a steep hill, your vehicle
speed may vary momentarily slower or faster than the set speed. Each press will increase the
set speed by 1. Hold the control while adjusting the wheel to the desired position, then release
the control to lock the steering wheel in position. Never adjust the steering wheel when the
vehicle is moving. The bars of varying length are for intermittent wipers. When in this position
rotate the control upward for fast intervals and downward for slow intervals. Page 44 Controls
and features Press the control for rear washer R. WIPE fluid operation. All overhead consoles
show the outside temperature and compass display. Page 47 Controls and features The
compass and temperature display can be turned off and on by pressing the MODE control on

the overhead console. Page 48 Controls and features Compass zone adjustment 1. Determine
which magnetic zone you are in by referring to the zone map. The display should show the
current zone number. Page 50 Controls and features 3. Slide the delay control all the way to the
left. The autolamp will keep the headlamps on for a maximum of three minutes after the ignition
is turned to OFF. The window will open fully. Depress again to stop window operation. Page 53
Controls and features Two step unlocking if equipped When unlocking the driver door with the
key, turn it once toward the rear of the vehicle to unlock that door only. Turn the key to the rear
a second time to unlock all doors. If the vehicle is equipped with the optional perimeter alarm
system, this feature will work from all doors. Page 54 Controls and features Heated outside
mirrors if equipped Both mirrors are heated automatically to remove ice, mist and fog when the
rear window defrost is activated. Do not remove ice from the mirrors with a scraper or attempt
to readjust the mirror glass if it is frozen in place. If you find resistance when raising the
armrest, make sure the cupholder is fully closed or else damage may occur to the armrest. To
install the shade: 1. Fasten the cover into the mounting brackets make sure the cover is right
side up. Page 59 Controls and features 2. Wrap the vinyl around the roller tube twice. Tuck the
edges of the vinyl inside the end cap with each wrap. Fold the edges of the vinyl towards the
center, making sure that the edges clear the end cap slots. Page 60 Controls and features
Unlocking the doors Press this control to unlock the driver door. The interior lamps will
illuminate. Press the control a second time within five seconds to unlock all doors. Locking the
doors Press this control to lock all doors. To confirm all doors are closed and locked, press the
control a second time within five seconds. Page 61 Controls and features Sounding a panic
alarm Press this control to activate the alarm. Page 63 Controls and features Replacing the
battery The transmitter is powered by one coin type three-volt lithium battery CR or equivalent.
Typical operating range will allow you to be up to 10 meters 33 feet away from your vehicle.
Page 64 Controls and features Reprogramming transmitters To reprogram all transmitters, place
the key in the ignition and switch from OFF to ON eight times in a row within 10 seconds. When
completed, switch the ignition to OFF. Page 65 Controls and features 1. Enter the 5 digit entry
code. The horn will chirp once if autolock was deactivated or twice one short and one long chirp
if autolock was activated. Page 66 Controls and features See also Remote entry system and
Perimeter alarm system in this chapter for more information. Your vehicle has a factory-set 5
digit code that operates the keyless entry system. You can also program your own 5 digit
personal entry code. Page 67 Controls and features Erasing personal code 1. Enter the
factory-set code. The system will now only respond to the factory-set code. All doors must be
fully closed for the alarm system to arm. If a door is open, the system is prearmed and is waiting
for the door to close. Turn the key full travel toward the front of the vehicle to make sure the
alarm disarms. Page 71 Controls and features special SecuriLock electronically coded keys
provided with your vehicle. Each time you start your vehicle, the SecuriLock key is read by the
SecuriLock anti-theft system. Page 72 Controls and features Procedure to program spare
SecuriLock keys to your vehicle New SecuriLock keys must have the correct mechanical key
cut for your vehicle. Conventional non-SecuriLock keys cannot be programmed to your vehicle.
You will need to have two previously programmed SecuriLock keys and the new unprogrammed
SecuriLock key readily accessible for the Do not pile cargo higher than the seatbacks to avoid
injuring people in a collision or sudden stop. Always drive and ride with your seatback upright
and the lap belt snug and low across the hips. Page 74 Seating and safety restraints Press the
control to move the seat forward, backward, up or down. Memory seats if equipped This system
allows automatic positioning of the driver seat and outside rearview mirrors to three
programmable positions. The memory seat control is located on the driver door. Page 75
Seating and safety restraints Using the power lumbar support The power lumbar control is
located on the outboard side of the seat. Press one side of the control to adjust firmness. Press
the other side of the control to adjust softness. Page 76 Seating and safety restraints Folding
rear seats if equipped If your vehicle is equipped with a built-in child seat, the seatback cannot
be folded down unless the built-in child seat is fully stowed. Press the lower release control
downward to unlatch the seatback. Page 78 Seating and safety restraints All occupants of the
vehicle, including the driver, should always wear their safety belts. It is extremely dangerous to
ride in a cargo area, inside or outside of a vehicle. In a collision, people riding in these areas are
more likely to be seriously injured or killed. Page 79 Seating and safety restraints 2. To
unfasten, push the red release button and remove the tongue from the buckle. The front and
rear outboard safety restraints in the vehicle are combination lap and shoulder belts. The front
and rear seat passenger outboard safety belts have two types of locking modes described
below: Vehicle sensitive mode The vehicle sensitive mode is the normal retractor mode,
allowing free As the belt retracts, you will hear a clicking sound. Page 81 Seating and safety
restraints Front safety belt height adjustment Your vehicle has safety belt height adjustments

for the driver and front passenger. Adjust the height of the shoulder belt so the belt rests across
the middle of your shoulder. To lower the shoulder belt height, push the button and slide the
height control down. Page 82 if equipped , child safety seat tether bracket assemblies if
equipped , and attaching hardware, should be inspected after a collision. Ford recommends that
all safety belt assemblies used in vehicles involved in a collision be replaced. See your Ford or
Lincoln-Mercury dealer. Children and air bags Page 85 Seating and safety restraints How does
the air bag supplemental restraint system work? The SRS is designed to activate when the
vehicle sustains sufficient longitudinal deceleration. The fact that the air bags did not inflate in a
collision does not mean that something is wrong with the system. Page 86 Seating and safety
restraints If the air bag is inflated, the air bag will not function again and must be replaced
immediately. If the air bag is not replaced, the unrepaired area will increase the risk of injury in a
collision. Page 87 Seating and safety restraints Disposal of air bags and air bag equipped
vehicles For disposal of air bags or air bag equipped vehicles, see your local dealership or
qualified technician. Page 88 To improve the fit of lap and shoulder belts on children who have
outgrown child safety seats, Ford recommends use of a belt-positioning booster seat that is
labelled as conforming to all Federal motor vehicle safety standards. Belt-positioning booster
seats raise the child and provide a shorter, firmer seating cushion that encourages safer seating
posture and better fit of lap and shoulder belts on the child. Refer to Automatic locking mode.
Ford recommends the use of a child safety seat having a top tether strap. Install the child safety
seat in a seating position which is capable of providing a tether anchorage. Page 90 Seating and
safety restraints 2. Pull down on the shoulder belt and then grasp the shoulder belt and lap belt
together. Page 91 Seating and safety restraints 5. To put the retractor in the automatic locking
mode, grasp the shoulder portion of the belt and pull downward until all of the belt is extracted
and a click is heard. Allow the belt to retract. The belt will click as it retracts to indicate it is in
the automatic locking mode. Page 92 The anchorbracket must be installed using the
instructions provided with the kit. Tether anchorage hardware kits part number D74 including
instructions, may be obtained at no charge from any Ford or Lincoln-Mercury dealer. Tighten
the anchor according to specifications. Otherwise, the safety seat may not be properly secured
and the child may be injured in a sudden stop or collision. Children not meeting these
requirements should be secured in an approved aftermarket seat. Page 94 Seating and safety
restraints 2. Pull both Velcro straps to release the child seat cushion. Lower the child seat
cushion. Page 95 Seating and safety restraints 4. Unfold the cushion protector flap onto adult
seat cushion 5. If connected, disconnect the chest clip and buckles. Page 96 Seating and safety
restraints 7. Insert the left and right safety belt tongues into the left and right slots of the crotch
buckle. Verify that the indicator window on each tongue is green to ensure proper safety belt
connections. If both tongues do not latch in the buckle, do not use the child seat. Page 97
Seating and safety restraints 9. Pull on the safety belt tongues to ensure that they are both
securely latched. If they are not properly latched, repeat steps seven and eight. Page 98 Seating
and safety restraints Removing your child from the built-in child safety seat 1. Disconnect the
chest clip by squeezing the release tabs together and pulling the two sides apart. Press the
release button on the crotch buckle. Page 99 Interlocks and attaching hardware should be
inspected by a qualified technician after any collision. If the child seat was in use during a
collision, Ford recommends replacing it. Built-in child restraints not in use during a collision
should be inspected and replaced if either damage This system meets all Canadian
Interference-Causing Equipment standard requirements regulating the impulse electrical field
strength of radio noise. When starting a fuel-injected engine, avoid pressing the accelerator
before or during starting. Page Starting 3. Turn the key to 5 START without pressing the
accelerator pedal and release as soon as the engine starts. The key will return to 4 ON. If the
engine does not start within five seconds, wait ten seconds and try again. Page Starting
Guarding against exhaust fumes Although odorless and colorless, carbon monoxide is present
in exhaust fumes. Take precautions to avoid its dangerous effects. If you ever smell exhaust
fumes of any kind inside your vehicle, have your dealer inspect and fix your vehicle
immediately. Do not drive if you smell exhaust fumes. In normal operation, automotive brake
systems may emit occasional or intermittent squeal or groan noises when the brakes are
applied. Page Driving light will remain on and your vehicle should be serviced as soon as
possible. Page Driving Always set the parking brake fully and make sure that the gearshift is
securely latched in P Park automatic transmission or in 1 First manual transmission. The
parking brake is not designed to stop a moving vehicle. However, if the normal brakes fail, the
parking brake can be used to stop your vehicle in an emergency. Page Driving The air
suspension shut-off switch is located in the cargo area behind the left rear quarter trim panel.
Normal vehicle operation does not require any action by the driver. Page Driving Do not rock
the vehicle for more than a few minutes. The transmission and tires may be damaged or the

engine may overheat. Always set the parking brake fully and make sure the gearshift is latched
in P Park. Turn off the ignition whenever you leave your vehicle. Hold the brake pedal down
while in this gear. Overdrive The normal driving position for the best fuel economy.
Transmission operates in gears one through four. Overdrive can be deactivated by pressing the
transmission control switch on the end of the gearshift Page Driving To return to Overdrive
mode, press the transmission control switch. The TCIL will no longer be illuminated. Each time
the vehicle is started, the transmission will automatically return to normal overdrive mode.
Every time the vehicle is shut off and restarted, you must press the transmission control switch
to cancel overdrive operation if driving in overdrive is not desired. Make sure the gearshift is
securely latched in P Park. R Reverse With the gearshift in R Reverse , the vehicle will move
backward. Always come to a complete stop before shifting into and out of R Reverse. Drive â€”
Not shown on the display. Activate by pressing the transmission control switch on the end of
the gearshift lever with the gearshift in the position. The TCIL will illuminate on the instrument
cluster. Page Driving and will shift to 1 First after the vehicle decelerates to the proper vehicle
speed. Driving a manual transmission if equipped Using the clutch Vehicles equipped with a
manual transmission have a starter interlock that prevents cranking the engine unless the
clutch pedal is fully depressed. Apply the brake and shift into N Neutral. Engage the parking
brake. Shift into 1 First. Turn the ignition to Off. Do not park your vehicle in Neutral, it may move
unexpectedly and injure someone. Use 1 First gear and set the parking brake fully. This is a
special lockout feature that protects you from accidentally shifting into R Reverse when you
downshift from 5 Overdrive. It is only intended for off-road applications that require extra power
including deep sand, steep grades and pulling a boat and trailer out of the water. Bring the
vehicle to a stop. Depress the brake. Place the gearshift in N Neutral automatic transmission or
depress the clutch manual transmission. The tires may fail and injure a passenger or bystander.
Sand When driving over sand, try to keep all four wheels on the most solid area of the trail. Do
not reduce the tire pressures but shift to a lower gear and drive steadily through the terrain.
Page Driving reduces strain on the engine and the possibility of stalling. When descending a
steep hill, avoid sudden braking. Rapid pumping of the brake pedal will help slow the vehicle
and still maintain steering control. When speed control is on and you are driving uphill, your
vehicle speed may drop considerably, especially if you are carrying a heavy load. Page Driving
Utility and four-wheel drive vehicles are not designed for cornering at speeds as high as
passenger cars any more than low-slung sports cars are designed to perform satisfactorily
under off-road conditions. Avoid sharp turns or abrupt maneuvers in these vehicles. Page
Driving Mud and water If you must drive through high water, drive slowly. Traction or brake
capability may be limited. When driving through water, determine the depth; avoid water higher
than the bottom of the hubs if possible and proceed slowly. If the ignition system gets wet, the
vehicle may stall. Automatic transmissions may shift frequently while driving up steep grades.
Eliminate frequent shifting by shifting out of Overdrive into D Drive. The payload equals the
gross vehicle weight rating minus base curb weight. The GVW is not a limit or a specification.
Use the Safety Compliance Certification Label to find the axle code number and engine type for
your vehicle. Refer to Preparing to tow in this chapter. Refer to Driving while you tow in this
chapter. Towing trailers beyond the maximum recommended gross trailer weight exceeds the
limit of the vehicle and could result in engine damage, transmission damage, structural damage,
loss of control, and personal injury. Contact your local Ford dealership for assistance in proper
trailer tow wiring installation. Additional electrical equipment may be required. Page Driving To
adjust cross-bar position: 1. Loosen the thumbwheel at both ends of the cross-bar both
cross-bars are adjustable. Slide cross-bar to the desired location. Tighten thumbwheel at both
ends of the cross-bar. The hazard flashers can be operated when the ignition is off. Blown fuses
are identified by a broken wire within the fuse. Page Roadside emergencies Standard fuse
amperage rating and color Fuse rating Color 5 amp 7. Pull the panel cover outward to access
the fuses. To remove a fuse use the fuse puller tool provided on the fuse panel cover. Page
Roadside emergencies Power distribution box The power distribution box is located in the
engine compartment near the battery. Always disconnect the battery before servicing high
current fuses. Instead, gradually decrease your speed. Hold the steering wheel firmly and slowly
move to a safe place on the side of the road. Spare tire information Your vehicle is equipped
with a spare tire that may be used as a spare or a regular tire. Page Roadside emergencies
Stowing the spare 1. Lay the tire on the ground with the valve stem facing up. Slide the wheel
under the vehicle and install the retainer through the wheel center. Turn the jack handle
clockwise until the tire is raised to its original position underneath the vehicle. Page Roadside
emergencies 3. Block the diagonally opposite wheel. Use the tip of the lug wrench to remove
any wheel trim. Loosen each wheel lug nut, but do not remove them until the wheel is raised off
the ground. Remove the lug nuts with the lug wrench. Replace the flat tire with the spare tire,

making sure the valve stem is facing outward. Reinstall the lug nuts, cone side in, until the
wheel is snug against the hub. An explosion could result in injury or vehicle damage. Do not
push start your vehicle. You could damage the catalytic converter. Make sure that the jump
leads are clear of moving parts of the engine. Do not connect the end of the second cable to the
negative - terminal of the battery to be jumped. A spark may cause an explosion of the gases
that surround the battery. Page If equipped with air suspension, the air suspension control must
be turned to the OFF position. The Ford approved towing procedure is flatbed or wheel lift with
dollies. On 4x2 vehicles, it is acceptable to tow the vehicle with the front wheels on the ground
without dollies and the rear wheels off the ground. Page Roadside emergencies When calling
for a tow truck, tell the operator what kind of vehicle you have. A towing manual is available
from Ford Motor Company for all authorized tow truck operators. Have your tow truck driver
refer to this If your vehicle requires professional service, your dealership can provide necessary
parts and service. Page Maintenance and care 3. Turn off the engine and remove the key. Block
the wheels to prevent the vehicle from moving unexpectedly. Set the parking brake and ensure
the gearshift is securely latched in P Park. Windshield washer fluid reservoir 2. Engine oil fill
cap 3. Transmission fluid dipstick automatic transmission only 4. Engine oil dipstick 5. Power
steering fluid reservoir 6. Brake fluid reservoir 7. Page Maintenance and care 4. Transmission
fluid dipstick 3. Engine oil fill cap 4. Brake fluid reservoir 6. Battery 7. Power steering fluid
reservoir 8. Air filter assembly 9. Engine coolant reservoir Page Maintenance and care 5. Engine
coolant reservoir 2. Windshield washer fluid reservoir 3. Automatic transmission fluid dipstick
5. Engine oil dipstick 9. Set the parking brake and ensure the gearshift is securely latched in P
Park automatic transmissions or 1 First manual transmissions. Open the hood. Protect yourself
from engine heat. Locate and carefully remove the engine oil level indicator dipstick. Page
Severe duty operation would include extensive idling, trailer towing, driving in severe dust and
police, taxi or delivery service. Ford production and aftermarket Motorcraft oil filters are
designed for added engine protection and long life. If a replacement oil filter is used that does
not meet Ford material and design specifications, startup engine noises or knock may be
experienced. Page 3. If necessary, add brake fluid until the level reaches MAX. Do not fill above
this line. Use only a DOT 3 brake fluid certified to meet Ford specifications. Refer to Lubricant
specifications in the Capacities and specifications chapter. Page During normal operation, the
fluid level in the clutch reservoir will slowly rise. If the fluid level drops, maintain the fluid level
at the step in the reservoir. Use only a DOT 3 brake fluid designed to meet Ford specifications.
Refer to Capacities and specifications. Clean the reservoir cap before removal to prevent dirt
and water from entering the reservoir. The reservoir is highlighted with a symbol. If the level is
low, add enough fluid to fill the reservoir. In very cold weather, do not fill the reservoir all the
way. Page 4. When you are sure that all the pressure has been released, use the cloth to turn it
counterclockwise and remove the cap. Ford Premium Engine Coolant is an optimized formula
that will protect all metals and rubber elastomers used in Ford cooling systems for four years or
80, km 50, miles. Do not use alcohol or methanol antifreeze or any engine coolants mixed with
alcohol or methanol antifreeze. Start the engine and let it run until it reaches normal operating
temperature the engine coolant temperature gauge will be near the center of the NORMAL band.
While the engine idles, turn the steering wheel left and right several times. Page Maintenance
and care 2. With the parking brake engaged and your foot on the brake pedal, start the engine
and move the gearshift lever through all of the gear ranges. Allow sufficient time for each gear
to engage. Latch the gearshift lever in P Park and leave the engine running. Add enough fluid
through the filler opening so that the fluid level is at the bottom of the opening. Install and
tighten the fill plug. Use only fluid that meets Ford specifications. Refer to the Capacities and
specifications chapter. Page 2. Remove the filler plug and inspect the fluid level. Add only
enough fluid through the filler opening so that the fluid level is at the bottom of the opening. If
the original universal joints are replaced with universal joints equipped with grease fittings,
lubrication will be necessary. Page Maintenance and care relearn its idle conditions before your
vehicle will drive properly. To begin this process: 1. Put the gearshift in P Park automatic
transmissions or the neutral position manual transmissions , turn off all accessories and start
the vehicle. Page 10 to 12 inches or limited production tires as defined in Title 49 Code of
Federal Regulations Part Department of Transportation-Tire quality grades: The U. Department
of Transportation requires Ford to give you the following information about tire grades exactly
as the government has written it. Page Maintenance and care grade The relative performance of
tires depends upon the actual conditions of their use, however, and may depart significantly
from the norm due to variations in driving habits, service practices, and differences in road
characteristics and climate. Improperly inflated tires can affect vehicle handling and can fail
suddenly, possibly resulting in loss of vehicle control. When replacing full size tires, never mix
radial, bias-belted, or bias-type tires. Use only the tire sizes that are listed on the tire pressure

decal. Page The tires on your vehicle have all-weather treads to provide traction in rain and
snow. However, in some climates, using snow tires and traction devices may be necessary.
Ford offers tire cables as a Ford approved accessory and recommends use of these or their
equivalents. See your dealer or qualified service technician for more information on tire cables
for your vehicle. Page Maintenance and care Consult your dealer for information on other Ford
approved methods of traction control. The pressure in an overfilled tank may cause leakage and
lead to fuel spray and fire. Breathing gasoline vapors or skin contact could cause an adverse
reaction. Page It should not be necessary to add any aftermarket products to your fuel tank if
you continue to use a high-quality fuel. Page If other than Ford, Motorcraft or Ford authorized
parts are used for maintenance replacements or for service of components affecting emission
control such non-Ford parts should be equivalent to genuine Ford Motor Company parts in
performance and durability. This decal identifies engine displacement and gives some tune up
specifications. If a bulb is removed for an extended period of time, contaminants may enter the
lamp housings and affect lamp performance. Remove the old bulb from its socket by gently
pulling it straight back out of the socket. Do not turn the bulb while removing it. To install the
new bulb: 1. The headlamps on your vehicle are properly aimed at the assembly plant, and
vertical and horizontal Page Maintenance and care Horizontal aim adjustment 1. With the hood
open, locate the horizontal indicator and adjusting screw. They are located below the viewing
hole at the rear of the headlamp assembly. Page Repeat the above process to the other
headlamp, if necessary. Washing your vehicle Wash your vehicle regularly with cold or
lukewarm water. Page Repairing paint chips Minor scratches or paint damage from road debris
may be repaired with touch-up paint, repair foil or aerosol paint spray from the Ford accessory
line. Observe the application instructions on the products. Remove particles such as bird
droppings, tree sap, insect remains, tar spots, road salt and industrial fallout immediately. Page
Maintenance and care Cleaning the wheels Wash with the same detergent as the body of your
vehicle. Do not use acid-based wheel cleaners, steel wool, fuel or strong detergents. Never use
abrasives that will damage the finish of special wheel surfaces. Use a tar remover to remove
grease and tar. Page Maintenance and care Check the safety belt system periodically to make
sure there are no nicks, w
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ear or cuts. If your vehicle has been involved in an accident, refer to the Safety belt
maintenance section in theSeating and safety restraints chapter. Cleaning the built-in child seat
if equipped Clean with mild soap and water. Page Maintenance and care comes in contact with
leather upholstery. If this occurs, the leather should be cleaned immediately to avoid permanent
staining. This product may also be available at many local automotive after market stores. Page
If your vehicle is equipped with a limited slip differential, add ml 4 oz. Vehicles equipped with 4.
Page Capacities and specifications Page Index Index Air bag supplemental built-in child seat
Page Index Floor mats Page Index Overhead console Servicing your vehicle Page Filling Station
Information Fuel tank capacity 4 door Hood release This manual is also suitable for: explorer.
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