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The Honda Odyssey is a minivan manufactured by Japanese automaker Honda since , marketed
in most of the world and now in its fifth generation in Japan. The Odyssey had originally been
conceived and engineered in Japan, in the wake of the country's economic crisis of the s â€”
which in turn imposed severe constraints on the vehicle's size and overall concept, dictating
the minivan 's manufacture in an existing facility with minimal modification. Subsequent
generations diverged to reflect market variations, and Honda built a plant in Lincoln, Alabama ,
incorporating the ability to manufacture larger models. L and Aero models were equipped with a
sunroof. All the JDM Odysseys had a double-air conditioning system, separate for the front and
rear seaters. Since the first generation all the models have been six or seven seater versions.
However, this new Odyssey was a major upgrade of the first generation Odyssey rather than a
completely new model. As a result, its overall shape and appearance were similar to the first
generation Odyssey. While base models had slightly smaller dimensions and a smaller 2. The
base model continued to be sold with a 2. The 3. The Odyssey was the first Honda to receive a
five-speed automatic transmission with the 3. The interior was completely new. The old
automatic column shifter was moved to the centre console. A new touchscreen-based digital
climate control system replaced the old manual controls, which worked in conjunction with
Honda's new navigation system. The interior configuration was also changed second and third
row , and the spare wheel was moved to a new position beneath the third row. With L and
Absolute versions, an additional third-row heater was added. The sunroof was no longer
available respectively. In , the Odyssey was given a mild restyle. It received new, larger Honda
emblems for the front and rear, clear-lens tail lights replacing amber, darker in Absolute trim ,
and a larger front grille with four chrome strips instead of three as well as new alloy wheel
design options. In the Australian market, the new Odyssey proved more popular than its
predecessor, at least initially. However, in , sales hit an all-time low, and in , sales of only units
were almost one-third of the total in The third generation Japanese-built Odyssey was the first
full redesign of the Odyssey since its introduction in Going on sale in Japan in October , and in
Australia and many other countries from early , it continued with a 5-door body style, with a
much sleeker, lower, and more car-like appearance. For the first time cruise-control appeared
on the JDM Odyssey. The seat folding mechanism was changed again. The height of the new
Odyssey was lower than ever â€” designed with multi-level parking in mind, particularly for
Japan. The V6 engine was dropped completely. Moreover, this new engine had the same fuel
consumption as the old 2. All this resulted in the new Odyssey becoming a sales success. In
Australia, the Odyssey achieved its best-ever sales year in , and outsold the Toyota Tarago for
the first time. Sales of the fourth generation Odyssey in the Japanese market began on 17
October The engine and transmission has fundamentally remained the same as the third
generation, adding more power and better fuel economy. It is equipped with a 2. In many
markets outside Japan like Australia and Indonesia, the Odyssey is also equipped with a
5-speed automatic transmission. In Australia, the Odyssey was the best-selling people mover
among private buyers. The fifth generation Odyssey for the international market was launched
on 26 September , and went on sale in October The rear hinged side doors were changed to
dual power sliding doors, much like most other minivans by Japanese automakers today. It's
now bigger than its predecessors and for seven-seater variants, premium cradle seats with
ottomans are offered on the second row. It's powered by Honda's newly developed 2. The 2.
Improvements to the new hybrid system include reduction of the size and weight of key
components such as the battery and power control unit from the existing two-motor hybrid
system used in the Accord Hybrid and Accord Plug-in Hybrid that were introduced in The power
control unit is 23 percent smaller and 27 percent lighter than the one in the Accord Hybrid. The
fifth generation Odyssey is also a basis for the second generation Honda Elysion for the
Chinese market, but with a different front mask, and adopts a design resembling the Honda
Legend. The Odyssey-based Elysion was launched in China on 9 January It also has a new
chrome front grille fascia, an improved NVH noise, vibration, harshness and a plusher captain's
chair in the second row. The first facelift of the fifth-generation Odyssey was introduced in the
Chinese market in July , updating the front end with a redesigned front bumper. The second
facelift model for the model year went on sale in Japan in November , featuring redesigned
bumpers with a two piece grill, headlamps and taillamps with a thin chrome bar across it. In the
interior, it receives a 7. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This article is about the Honda
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City Pro. Civic Van. Civic Pro. Partner Van. The Odyssey had originally been conceived and
engineered in Japan, in the wake of the country's economic crisis of the s â€” which in turn
imposed severe constraints on the vehicle's size and overall concept, dictating the minivan 's
manufacture in an existing facility with minimal modification. Subsequent generations diverged
to reflect market variations, and Honda built a plant in Lincoln, Alabama , United States ,
incorporating the ability to manufacture larger models. Both versions of the Odyssey were sold
in Japan at Honda Clio dealership locations. Both versions of the Odyssey are currently sold in
the Middle East. The Odyssey was introduced in as Honda's first minivan [5] â€” based on the
Accord platform , with a 4-cylinder engine , all-disc anti-lock braking , all wishbone suspension ,
and a four-speed automatic transmission with a steering-column-mounted shifter and a hill-hold
feature, marketed as Grade Logic. The design featured unibody construction, [6] dual airbags,
dual gloveboxes, dual zone heating and cooling with 20 percent greater capacity than an
Accord's system [6] overhead rear fan-speed adjustment control, and main control switch over
the front-seat passenger , conventional rear swing-open rather than sliding doors, and a third
row seat that could fold and tumble into a compartment beneath the floor â€” the spacesaver
spare tire carried inside, on the right, rear wall of the cabin. Honda marketed the first generation
Odyssey in two trim levels. The LX accommodated seven passengers with two front buckets, a
removable three-seat middle bench, and a 2-seat third row bench. Isuzu offered a rebadged
version of the Odyssey from to as the Isuzu Oasis. Odagaki traveled to the U. Odagaki
continued working with an "underground" team, using as its design credo the concept of a
"personal jet" [2] â€” which in turn led to the car's original PJ concept code-name. The team
worked to convince management of the project's viability, using extensive illustrations, a
one-quarter scale model and a full-size foam model. After bringing the right-hand drive
prototype to the U. Production was officially launched on October 20, â€” the first Honda model
in to be released at the same time through Honda's three Japanese distribution channels Primo,
Clio, Verno , marketing the Odyssey through the three channels under the same name. In , New
York City 's Taxi and Limousine Commission TLC expanded the number of licensable
automobiles, approving the first generation Odyssey for use in the city's taxi fleet [8] â€” the
Odyssey having been recommended by the seven-year-old grandson of a TLC advisory
commission member. The Isuzu Oasis is a minivan marketed in the United States by Isuzu from
to as a rebadged variant of the first generation Honda Odyssey, the only minivan marketed by
Isuzu. After the Honda Odyssey was redesigned for , Isuzu continued to market the Oasis with
minor changes. Later Oasis models came with a 2. The second generation North American
market Odyssey was first assembled in Canada as a model mainly for North America between
and â€” and exported to Japan as the LaGreat between and The Odyssey offered two sliding
doors as standard equipment, whereas some minivans of the time only offered one, a second
door being optional. The Odyssey offered power sliding doors which were standard on the EX
trim, but not available on the LX trim. The Odyssey kept the fold-into-the-floor rear seat, an
innovation adopted by many other minivans. There was also an available Honda Satellite-Linked
Navigation System, introduced during , which became the first navigation system ever offered
in a minivan. The model was the only second generation Odyssey model year to receive

reliability ratings of five out of five according to Automotive Information Systems. The second
generation was praised for its powerful V6, its handling from its four-wheel independent
suspension , and its features such as a large cabin, power sliding doors manual sliding doors
on LX models and the stow-away third-row seat. Some [ who? It won consecutive Edmunds.
This is also the only generation of the Honda Odyssey where the power windows are only on
the driver's and front passenger's doors. Also added was a five-speed automatic transmission,
side torso airbags not side curtain airbags , rear disc brakes, and a few minor cosmetic
improvements on the outside as well as the inside. Other than an AUTO power driver's window,
the Odyssey remained unchanged for and , before being replaced with the third generation
model. The 4-speed automatic transmission in to models had serious problems with
transmission durability. Honda spokesman Mike Spencer stated that four-speed models were
afflicted with a bad bearing that could break apart, scattering fragments of metal that clogged
fluid passageways in the transmission, causing it to shift erratically. The five-speed automatic
was first installed in the Odyssey for the model, but general reliability of the â€” transmission
was poor according to Consumer Reports. Spencer said that the five-speed models typically
were damaged by premature wear of the third-gear clutch pack. As the clutch friction material
abraded, it scattered bits inside the transmission case, clogging fluid lines and causing erratic
shifting. Drivers might suffer slipping, poor or no shifts, or sudden down-shifts from fifth gear
to second gear. Under some conditions, a different 5-speed transmission problem arose.
Second gear could overheat and break, causing the transmission to lock. An oil jet was added
to lubricate this gear but this did not solve the third gear clutch problem. But it was required
along with a power steering cooler for any towing, or the warranty would be void. Honda
introduced the third generation Odyssey for the model year. It grew in width and weight but
retained the previous generation's length and interior space. Honda introduced the ACE body
engineering to the third generation Odyssey, which was later used on the eighth generation
Civic. Side-curtain airbags and electronic stability control are included in all models. Both
features were previously unavailable. The headrests could now be left in place when tumbling
the rear seat. Some notable features of the redesign were dual glove boxes and an in-floor lazy
susan storage compartment, located in the previous generation's spare tire well. Third
generation models offered a dashboard-mounted shifter, instead of a column-mounted shifter.
The second row bucket seats do not fold into the floor. Touring models came with a center
storage compartment. This enabled this van to receive U. It was rated top pick in minivan
category in Consumer Reports Annual auto issue. The EX-L and higher trims could be
purchased with both navigation and rear entertainment systems, or rear entertainment system
only, while the VHS-based i-VES system was dropped. Four trim levels were available in the
United States: LX, EX, EX-L and Touring, the top-of-the-line package in the Odyssey lineup that
incorporated features such as run-flat tires , power tailgate, power adjustable pedals, multi
information display, memory seats and chrome tailgate trim. Problem areas included body
integrity, which includes paint wear and rusting, body hardware bumpers being loose, audio
system, brakes and suspension according to the Consumer Reports issue of April According to
the online edition of Consumer Reports in June , transmission problems were better than
average for models. Crash test ratings have been five star in every test but the had a safety
concern. A door opening during a side impact crash increases the likelihood of occupant
ejection. Odyssey has won a spot on Car and Driver's 5 Best trucks for the past three years, as
well as a host of other awards. The Odyssey is the top-ranked minivan in the US News charts.
For the model year, the Odyssey received a facelift. All models were equipped with active front
head restraints, daytime running lights, redesigned dashboard, grille and taillights. An audio
AUX jack became standard equipment. The backup camera, previously only included with
navigation-equipped models, was integrated into the rear-view mirror of the non-navigation
EX-L. Touring models featured full Bluetooth support for all Bluetooth-equipped devices, and
are now standard with navigation. The DX lacks features such as the "Second-Row Plus One
Seat with storage", conversation mirror with sunglasses holder, tinted glass, roof rails, and has
black body moldings. For the model year, the DVD rear entertainment system is now available
on the EX-L trim and while it is still standard on the Touring. Honda presented the Odyssey
Concept in early at the Chicago Auto Show and officially on June 17; with a larger, wider body, a
lower roofline and revised styling. Compared to its predecessor, the fourth generation Honda
Odyssey is 0. The fourth generation Odyssey includes projector headlamps or HID xenon
low-beam headlamps Touring Elite , standard inch wheels, inch alloy wheels Touring and above
, and 6-speed automatic transmission Touring and above. A Blind Spot Display for the driver's
side and a multi-angle backup camera is available. All Odyssey models have a 3. Changes
included a 6-speed automatic transmission on all trims, sleeker exterior styling with a new
aluminum hood, aluminum front fenders, twin-bar grille and revised lower front fascia with

optional integrated fog lights, darker-finish projector headlight housings, Smart entry
availability and LED rear taillight bars. A built-in vacuum cleaner system is included with the
Touring Elite model. The revised suspension uses aluminum front lower control arms. The
Odyssey went on sale on July 2, New safety features included in the refresh include a
LaneWatch camera housed in the passenger side-view mirror or a Blind Spot Monitoring
system. New exterior paint colors were made available in , as are new interior fabrics and trim
pieces. A new speed automatic produced at Honda Precision Parts Georgia HPPG is Honda's
first use of a speed transmission in a production automobile, it is nearly 29 lbs lighter than the
previous 6-speed. Compared to its predecessor, the fifth generation is 0. The use of structural
body adhesives has increased compared to the 4th gen with ft used. Like the Acura MDX and
Pilot the redesigned Odyssey features a MPa hot stamped outer front door stiffener ring and
forged aluminum front suspension lower control arms. All Odyssey models come with a 3. All
models come equipped with a speed automatic transmission with the ZF 9HP transmission
discontinued. For , the Odyssey features a minor restyling, adds 4-way power lumbar
adjustability to the front passenger seat and perforated leather with contrasting piping options.
Honda Sensing is standard on all trims. A rear seat occupant reminder is added to the
CabinWatch system to help prevent heatstroke among children. The Odyssey was misplaced in
the minivan market, which favors a huge, comfortable amount of interior space and versatility
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